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By His Excellency the Right Honorable JOHN Earl of DUNMORE, His MAJESTY'S
Lieutenant and Governor General of the Colony and Dominion of VIRGINIA, and Vice
Admiral of the fame.

A PROCLAMATION.

er entertained Hopes that an Accommodation might have taken Place between GREAT-
BRITAIN and this colony, without being compelled by my Duty to this moft
difagreeable but now abfolutely neceffary Step, rendered fo by a Body of armed Men
unlawfully affembled, bring on His MAJESTY'S [Tenders], and the formation of an
Army, and that Army now on their March to attack His MAJESTY'S troops and deftroy
the well difpofed Subjects of this Colony. To defeat fuch unreafonable Purpofes, and
that all fuch Traitors, and their Abetters, may be brought to Juftice, and that the Peace,
and good Order of this Colony may be again reftored, which the ordinary Courfe of the
Civil Law is unable to effect; I have thought fit to iffue this my Proclamation, hereby
declaring, that until the aforefaid good Purpofes can be obtained, I do in Virtue of the
Power and Authority to ME given, by His MAJESTY, determine to execute Martial
Law, and caufe the fame to be executed throughout this Colony: and to the end that
Peace and good Order may the fooner be [effected], I do require every Person capable of
bearing Arms, to [refort] to His MAJESTY'S STANDARD, or be looked upon as
Traitors to His MAJESTY'S Crown and Government, and thereby become liable to the
Penalty the Law inflicts upon fuch Offences; fuch as forfeiture of Life, confifcation of
Lands, &c. &c. And I do hereby further declare all indentured Servants, Negroes, or
others, (appertaining to Rebels,) free that are able and willing to bear Arms, they joining
His MAJESTY'S Troops as foon as may be, for the more fpeedily reducing this Colony
to a proper Senfe of their Duty, to His MAJESTY'S Leige Subjects, to retain their
[Qui?rents], or any other Taxes due or that may become due, in their own Cuftody, till
fuch Time as Peace may be again reftored to this at prefent moft unhappy Country, or
demanded of them for their former falutary Purpofes, by Officers properly authorifed to
receive the fame.

GIVEN under my Hand on board the ship WILLIAM, off NORPOLE, the 7th Day of
NOVEMBER, in the SIXTEENTH Year of His MAJESTY'S Reign.

DUNMORE.
(GOD fave the KING.)

University of Viriginia



Revolutionary War in the North and West, 1776-1780
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A Narrative of the Late Massacres, in Lancaster County,
of a Number of Indians, Friends of this Province, by
Persons Unknown With Some Observations on the Same

These Indians were the Remains of a Tribe of the Six Nations, settled at Conestogoe, and thence called
Conestogoe Indians. On the first Arrival of the English in Pennsylvania, Messengers from this Tribe
came to welcome them, with Presents of Venison, Corn and Skins; and the whole Tribe entered into a
Treaty of Friendship with the first Proprietor, WILLIAM PENN, which was to last "as long as the Sun
should shine, or the Waters run in the Rivers."

It has always been observed, that Indians, settled in the Neighbourhood of White People, do not
increase, but diminish continually. This Tribe accordingly went on diminishing, till there remained in
their Town on the Manor, but 20 Persons, viz. 7 Men, 5 Women, and 8 Children, Boys and Girls.

Peggy was Shehaes's Daughter; she worked for her aged Father, continuing to live with him, though
married, and attended him with filial Duty and Tenderness.

John was another good old Man; his Son Harry helped to support him.
George and Will Soc were two Brothers, both young Men.

John Smith, a valuable young Man, of the Cayuga Nation, who became acquainted with Peggy,
Shehaes's Daughter, some few Years since, married her, and settled in that Family. They had one
Child, about three Years old.

Berty, a harmless old Woman; and her Son Peter, a likely young Lad.

Sally, whose Indian Name was Wyanjoy, a Woman much esteemed by all that knew her, for her
prudent and good Behaviour in some very trying Situations of Life. She was a truly good and an
amiable Woman, had no Children of her own, but a distant Relation dying, she had taken a Child of
that Relation's, to bring up as her own, and performed towards it all the Duties of an affectionate
Parent.

The Reader will observe, that many of their Names are English. It is common with the Indians that
have an Affection for the English, to give themselves, and their Children, the Names of such English
Persons as they particularly esteem.

On Wednesday, the 14th of December, 1763, Fifty-seven Men, from some of our Frontier Townships,
who had projected the Destruction of this little Common-wealth, came, all well-mounted, and armed
with Firelocks, Hangers and Hatchets, having travelled through the Country in the Night, to



Conestogoe Manor. There they surrounded the small Village of Indian Huts, and just at Break of Day
broke into them all at once. Only three Men, two Women, and a young Boy, were found at home, the
rest being out among the neighbouring White People,some to sell the Baskets, Brooms and Bowls they
manufactured, and others on other Occasions. These poor defenceless Creatures were immediately
fired upon, stabbed and hatcheted to Death! The good Shehaes, among the rest, cut to Pieces in his
Bed. All of them were scalped, and otherwise horribly mangled. Then their Huts were set on Fire, and
most of them burnt down. When the Troop, pleased with their own Conduct and Bravery, but enraged
that any of the poor Indians had escaped the Massacre, rode off, and in small Parties, by different
Roads, went home.

The universal Concern of the neighbouring White People on hearing of this Event, and the
Lamentations of the younger Indians, when they returned and saw the Desolation, and the butchered
half-burnt Bodies of their murdered Parents, and other Relations, cannot well be expressed.

The Magistrates of Lancaster sent out to collect the remaining Indians, brought them into the Town for
their better Security against any farther Attempt; and it is said condoled with them on the Misfortune
that had happened, took them by the Hand, comforted and promised them Protection. -- They were all
put into the Workhouse, a strong Building, as the Place of greatest Safety.

Notwithstanding this Proclamation, those cruel Men again assembled themselves, and hearing that the
remaining fourteen Indians were in the Work-house at Lancaster, they suddenly appeared in that
Town, on the 27th of December. Fifty of them, armed as before, dismounting, went directly to the
Work-house, and by Violence broke open the Door, and entered with the utmost Fury in their
Countenances. -- When the poor Wretches saw they had no Protection nigh, nor could possibly escape,
and being without the least Weapon for Defence, they divided into their little Families, the Children
clinging to the Parents; they fell on their Knees, protested their Innocence, declared their Love to the
English, and that, in their whole Lives, they had never done them Injury; and in this Posture they all
received the Hatchet! -- Men, Women and little Children -- were every one inhumanly murdered! -- in
cold Blood!

The barbarous Men who committed the atrocious Fact, in Defiance of Government, of all Laws human
and divine, and to the eternal Disgrace of their Country and Colour, then mounted their Horses,
huzza'd in Triumph, as if they had gained a Victory, and rode off -- unmolested!

The Bodies of the Murdered were then brought out and exposed in the Street, till a Hole could be made
in the Earth, to receive and cover them.

But the Wickedness cannot be covered, the Guilt will lie on the whole Land, till Justice is done on the
Murderers. THE BLOOD OF THE INNOCENT WILL CRY TO HEAVEN FOR VENGEANCE.



