Primary Documents for Teaching American History


Overall
· Gilder Lehrman - http://www.gilderlehrman.org/teachers
· A rich collection of resources about American history that are specifically geared toward K-12 teachers and students 
· David Rumsey Map Collection - http://www.davidrumsey.com
· A vast collection of historical maps, especially 18th and 19th century North America
· The National Archives - http://docsteach.org
· Thousands of primary sources from the National Archives, plus pre-made tools for using these documents in the classroom
· History Matters - http://historymatters.gmu.edu
· A collection of primary documents, lesson suggestions for high school teachers, and tools for understanding how historians use sources.
· Library of Congress: Teachers Section - http://www.loc.gov/teachers
· Classroom materials and documents for K-12 teachers; the materials are also searchable by state- and grade-specific standards
· New-York Historical Society - http://www.nyhistory.org/education/research-resources
· Lesson plans and primary resources geared toward K-12 teachers 
· American Antiquarian Society - http://www.americanantiquarian.org
· A large collection of digital resources about American history through 1876

Colonial America, American Revolution, and the Early Republic
· Gilder Lehrman -  http://www.gilderlehrman.org/teachers
· Heard Museum - http://www.heard.org/digitallibrary
· Digital resources including images, photographs, archival collections, and more.
· Massachusetts Historical Society - http://www.masshist.org/revolution
· Primary sources that cover the 1764 through 1776
· Library Company of Philadelphia - http://www.librarycompany.org
· Extensive collection of resources from the 17th through the 19th century
· Beinecke Rare Books and Manuscripts - http://beinecke.library.yale.edu/digitallibrary
· Thousands of images from early American history geared toward teaching 

Slavery 
· Gilder Lehrman - http://www.gilderlehrman.org/teachers
· The Geography of Slavery in Virginia - http://www2.vcdh.virginia.edu/gos
· A digital collection of newspaper advertisements for runaway and captured slaves 
· PBS: Africans in America - http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/home.html
· A comprehensive history of slavery in America; includes Teacher’s Guides 
· Library of Congress: Slave Narratives - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/snhtml/snhome.html
· More than 2,000 slave narratives amassed by the WPA Writer’s Project





Civil War and Reconstruction
· Gilder Lehrman - http://www.gilderlehrman.org/teachers
· Library of Congress: Teachers Section - http://www.loc.gov/teachers
· UNC: Documenting the South - http://docsouth.unc.edu/index.html
· A digital collection of sources about the American South
· The Valley of the Shadow - http://valley.lib.virginia.edu
· Letters, diaries, newspapers, and speeches on ordinary life in the Civil War era
· Lincoln/Net: Abraham Lincoln Historical Digitization Project - http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu
· Historical materials about Lincoln’s life before he became President
· Library of Congress: Historical Newspapers - http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
· Searchable American newspapers published between 1836 and 1922.

Gilded Age to World War II
· Gilder Lehrman - http://www.gilderlehrman.org/teachers
· Library of Congress: Historical Newspapers - http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
· Library of Congress: Teachers Section - http://www.loc.gov/teachers
· Library of Congress: Photographs from the Great Depression to World War II - http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fsowhome.html
· Farm Security Administrations photographs of America in the 1930’s

Cold War
· Avalon Project - http://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/coldwar.asp
· Diplomatic documents about the U.S. in the Cold War
· American Foreign Policy - http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/coldwar.htm
· A collection of documents related to foreign policy during the Cold War

California and the West
· Exploring the West - http://exploringthewest.stanford.edu/index.html
· A collection of lesson plans and worksheets for K-12 students
· Calisphere - http://www.calisphere.universityofcalifornia.edu
· More than 200,000 digitized primary sources about California history
· California Historical Society - http://www.californiahistoricalsociety.org
· A collection of materials about California history and culture
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