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Reading Strategies 
Worksheet Templates
Working with Text & Primary Sources
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Vocabulary Worksheet

								Name _______________________________


	Word: Exploration
[circle part of speech: noun (person, place, or thing), verb (action), adjective (describes)

Definition:   to search or travel to discover something or someplace
Root: explore: 
Prefix: -
Suffix: ation 

Related words: 
Explore -verb
Explorer-noun
Exploratory- adj.
Exploring- verb 
	Help Box

Synonyms: travel, voyage, discovery, journey

Clues/Drawing: 
Expedition, Columbus, navigation, technology, discovery
[image: MCj04136120000[1]]

	Sentences: 
1. 

2. 

3.





	Word:
[circle part of speech: noun (person, place, or thing), verb (action), adjective (describes), or adverb (describes action)
Definition:

Root: 
Prefix: -
Suffix: 

Related words: 
 
	Help Box

Synonyms: 

Clues/Drawing: 


	Sentences: 
1. 

2. 

3.


	Word: 
[circle part of speech: noun (person, place, or thing), verb (action), adjective (describes), or adverb (describes action)
Definition:

Root: 
Prefix: -
Suffix: 

Related words: 
 
	Help Box

Synonyms: 

Clues/Drawing: 


	Sentences: 
1. 

2. 

3.




	Word: 
[circle part of speech: noun (person, place, or thing), verb (action), adjective (describes), or adverb (describes action)
Definition:

Root: 
Prefix: -
Suffix: 

Related words: 
 
	Help Box

Synonyms: 

Clues/Drawing: 


	Sentences: 
1. 

2. 

3.






9

Chronology, Sequence 

	Signal Words 
Chronology, chain of events: 
	Action verbs:  
Signal words: first, second, next, finally, subsequently, afterwards, until, previously, before, until, during



Time Markers, Key, or Transition Words
                    , _________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
                    ,_________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
                    , _________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
                    , _________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
                    , _________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Content Question: 
Cause and Effect
	Signal Words 
Cause and effect
When _____, then ______
If_________, then ______
	
Mixed verbs: (led to), enabled, caused, made
Signal words: thus, so that, since, therefore, then, consequently, as a result, due to, because of



	Cause
Because….           
	Effect
As a result….
	Conclusions/Questions
This is important because….

	

      

	


	

	
         


	


	

	
	 



	

	



	
	

	



	

	



Content Question:




Points of View, Message, Debate

	Signal Words 
Debate/perspectives/message
	Saying, thinking, feeling verbs: argued, believed, responded
Signal words:  however,  also, furthermore, that, according to 



Use the passage to find the messages of ______________________

	What they thought, said or believed about:
	POV 1
	POV 2
	How are these the same or how do they differ?

	
	









	
	

	
	









	

	

	
	










	

	



Content Question:

Compare and Contrast 

	Signal Words 
Compare/contrast
	Mixed verbs: (compared to)
Signal words: on the other hand, however, although, similarly, as opposed to, not only, yet, besides



	Compare/Contrast Category
	
	
	Similar or different?
How?

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	





Content Question:  











	Signal Words 
Argument development:
	Thesis/evidence/analysis
	
Mixed verbs: due to, led to
Signal words: although, for example, consequently, because



THESIS/EVIDENCE #1

	THESIS

	EVIDENCE

	EVIDENCE

	EVIDENCE



Content Question:

THESIS/EVIDENCE #2

	THESIS

	EVIDENCE

	SPECIFIC EVIDENCE

	SPECIFIC EVIDENCE



Content Question


Analyzing Evidence: E.A.R.

Essay Question:

Thesis:

Topic Sentence: 

	Evidence: Facts, Quotes
	Analysis
This means that ….
This shows ……
	Relevance to Thesis
This proves that ….
This is relevant because …..

	







	
	

	







	
	

	







	
	


Thesis Statement:  Answers the question or prompt and makes a claim about the issue.
Evidence:  Details about the topic: definitions, examples, dates, & names.
Analysis:  This answers the question: “So what?” or “Why is this significant or important?”.
Relevance:  How does this evidence support your thesis?


Reading Log / Discussion Guide                                                                                                          Name ________________________________

	
Chapter _______, Section ________, Pages___________

	Chapter Title: 

	Section Title:



	In Your Own Words:


	Main Idea from text: 




	In Your Own Words:



TAKE CORNELL NOTES OR CREATE A ROUGH OUTLINE USING THE HEADINGS FROM THE BOOK

	People
	Events

	Terms / Vocabulary


	

	Timeline







	Section Synopsis (What are the most significant events/people in this section?)








	Why It Matters Now













	Key Question (this is the last thing you’ll do): 








	Answer:


















Reading Log / Discussion Guide (INSTRUCTIONS)                                                                                                        Name ______________________

	
Chapter _______, Section ________, Pages___________

	Chapter Title: 
COPY FROM BOOK

	Section Title:


COPY FROM SECTION HEADING


	In Your Own Words:


REWRITE THE SECTION TITLE SO THAT YOU CAN UNDERSTAND IT

	Main Idea from text: 


COPY FROM SECTION HEADING
	In Your Own Words:


REWRITE THE MAIN IDEA SO THAT YOU CAN UNDERSTAND IT



TAKE CORNELL NOTES OR CREATE A ROUGH OUTLINE USING THE HEADINGS FROM THE BOOK

	People



LIST ANY PEOPLE AND WRITE A SHORT DESCRIPTION 
OF WHO THEY ARE
	Events



LIST ANY EVENTS AND WRITE A SHORT DESCRIPTION 
                         OF WHAT HAPPENED

	Terms / Vocabulary

LIST ANY KEY TERMS 
AND DEFINE THEM IN YOUR OWN WORDS

LIST ANY WORDS THAT YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND 
AND DEFINE THEM IN YOUR OWN WORDS
	

	Timeline
USE EVENTS FROM THIS SECTION TO CREATE A ROUGH TIMELINE


INCLUDE PREVIOUS CLASS TOPICS TO SET UP A HISTORICAL TIMEFRAME




	Section Synopsis (What are the most significant events/people in this section?)




AFTER READING THE SECTION, WRITE A SUMMARY OF THE ENTIRE SECTION IN 25 WORDS OR LESS









	Key Question (this is the last thing you’ll do): 

AFTER READING, LOOK BACK AT THE MAIN IDEA, AND CREATE YOUR OWN KEY QUESTION FOR THE ENTIRE SECTION

THINK ABOUT WHAT YOU THINK IS THE MOST IMPORTANT IDEA FROM THE SECTION

AFTER A CLASS DISCUSSION, FINALIZE YOUR KEY QUESTION




	Answer:




AFTER YOU HAVE FINALIZED YOUR KEY QUESTION, ANSWER IT IN COMPLETE SENTENCES




	Why It Matters Now



AFTER READING THE SECTION, GO BACK TO THE “WHY IT MATTERS NOW” INFO FROM THE SECTION HEADING 
AND DESCRIBE IN YOUR OWN WORDS HOW THIS SECTION MIGHT RELATE TO THE UNITED STATES TODAY. 
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Note-Taking/Summary Format

Name: 		_______							Date: ____________
Lesson Focus Question ______________________________________________________

	Headings/Questions
	Details

	




































	





































	With a partner or group choose:
3-5 most important details from the above notes

	1.
 

2.


3.


4.


5.



	Topic sentence
What generalization can you make about the details?
	





	Summary:  




















Reading Note-taking Guide
Preparing for Book Talks and Literary Analysis
	Identify the Book

	Book Title:  

Author: 
	Characters:



	
Chapter:_______  pages: ____________

	Setting:    




	What is this book about?

	Main events:





	Important or Confusing Vocabulary (include page #):





	Quote Finder (find a quote that captures the events in this chapter [the plot], include page #):







	Analyzing the Text

	Inferences:  Why did the characters act a certain way?







	Questions:  
I wonder….  

Why did ….

What is the meaning of ….



	Connections:  What connections can you make to other parts of the story, personal experiences, other stories you’ve read, or society?











	Discussion Topics

	Review your Inferences, Questions, and Connections.  

What ideas would you like to talk about (clarifications, interesting or shocking ideas) with your lit buddies?

I’d like to talk about ….
I wonder why …….
I noticed ………..
It seems interesting (strange, confusing)…..
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What message do you think the author makes in this section?

The message that author, __________ makes in this section is ___________________________



because__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

 (
Language Frames for Active Classroom Participation
)
	Expressing an Opinion
I think/believe that …
It seems to me that …
In my opinion …
	Predicting
I guess/predict/imagine that …
Based on …, I infer that …
I hypothesize that …

	Asking for Clarification
Would you explain that another way?
What do you mean by ……?
When you say ___, do you mean ____?
I have a question about …...
	Paraphrasing
So you are saying that …
In other words, you think …
What I hear you saying is …
_______ shared with me that……

	Affirming
That’s an interesting/good idea.
I hadn’t thought of that.
I see what you mean.
I agree with _____ that …
	Acknowledging Ideas
My idea is similar to/related to ___’s idea.
My idea builds upon ___’s idea.
I agree with ________’s perspective.  I also think that …
As _____already pointed out, it seems like …

	Individual Reporting
I discovered/found from ___ that …
I found out from ___ that …
_______ pointed out to me that …
_______ shared with me that …


	Partner and Group Reporting
We decided/agreed that …
We concluded that …
Our group sees it differently. We think …
We had a different approach. We …
Our group’s findings are similar to the last group’s findings.

	Offering a Suggestion
Maybe we could …
What if we … ?
We could try …
	Expressing Polite Disagreement and Providing Reasons:
I don’t entirely agree with _________ that ….
My opinion/experience/perspective is different than ________’s.  I see your point, but I think …
My idea is slightly different than ________’s.  It seems to me …

	Vocabulary Development
___ means….
Another way to say ___ is…
A synonym of ___ could be….
An example of ________ is….
______ relates to….
	Holding the Floor
As I was saying …
If I could finish my thought …
What I was trying to say …

	Working with Evidence
The evidence shows (implies, indicates) ……
The author’s argument is ……
The evidence that supports the author’s thesis is The most convincing evidence is ….
My thesis is supported by the following evidence……..
	Developing thesis
The message of this document is….
The author, _______, is trying to convince us that ……
The best thesis for this essay is ……..
We concluded from these documents that …….
I would argue that ….
The evidence implies ……

	Analyzing information
This shows that…..
This is important because…..
This supports the thesis …….
This is significant because….
This means that…….. 
The evidence demonstrates (proves) …

	Reading comprehension: 
In the story, _______, I noticed that ……..
The story, __________ is about (examines) ….
The character, _________, says(does)…..
The author, __________________, states, “______________________”
The author shows the character, ___________, is a ___kind of person by having him/her ……



ANALYZING A PRIMARY SOURCE

Focus Question: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title of Source:  _____________________________________   Author: ____________________   Genre (letter, cartoon, photo?): _________________	
	WHEN & WHERE

	Place and Time: Where and When was it published?

	Historical Context: What was going on during this event or era/period?


	WHO

	Author: background, sex, race, social class, education; credibility; expertise. What is his/her perspective?

	Audience: Who is the intended audience? 



	OBSERVATIONS

	DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE
What I see…
Evidence of...
	MEANING
What the objects, words, etc. mean
	MESSAGE/ARGUMENT
The author is trying to tell me…
	QUESTIONS
I wonder…
My reaction to the source is…

	
















	
	
	



IDENTIFYING THE MAIN IDEA
Looking at your observations of the primary source, what is the main idea or message of the source?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________.

	APPLYING THE SOURCE 

	I think I can use this source in my essay because…










WRITING USING THE PRIMARY SOURCE

Focus Question: ____________________________________________________________________________



_____________________________________ tells us that __________________________________________
	(title of source OR author)					(author OR subject)

thought __________________________________________________________________________________
				(the primary source’s message, what it is trying to tell me)

________________________________________________________________________________________


because _________________________________________________________________________________
					(evidence in the primary source)

_______________________________________________________________________________________.


This primary source relates to the focus question because _________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________________.


Multiple Document Analysis Chart
	Doc #
1
	What type of document (text, photo, map)? Who created it?


	When and where is the document from?

	DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE 
What do you see? What is the document talking about?
	MEANING
How does this document help answer the focus question? Why?

	
	Message/Argument

Because….









	CATEGORY/ARGUMENT
Complete this section after creating your main categories.




	Doc #
2
	What type of document (text, photo, map)? Who created it?


	When and where is the document from?

	DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE 
What do you see? What is the document talking about?
	MEANING
How does this document help answer the focus question? Why?

	
	Message/Argument

Because….









	CATEGORY/ARGUMENT
Complete this section after creating your main categories.




	Doc #
3
	What type of document (text, photo, map)? Who created it?


	When and where is the document from?

	DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE 
What do you see? What is the document talking about?
	MEANING
How does this document help answer the focus question? Why?

	
	Message/Argument

Because….









	CATEGORY/ARGUMENT
Complete this section after creating your main categories.



 (
Advanced
)Multiple Document Analysis Chart

	Doc #
1
	What type of document (text, photo, map)? Who created it?


	When and where is the document from?

	DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE 
What do you see? What is the document talking about?
	MEANING
How does this document help answer the focus question? Why?

	
	Message/Argument

Because….









	CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENT
· Bias/Reliability – Who created this?  Does that affect the reliability of it?
· Audience – Who was this created for?  Who might read, hear, or see this document? Does this affect the reliability of it?
· Time, Place, and Environment [Social and Political Context] – Where and when were the documents produced?  How does this affect how we interpret the document (and use it in the essay)?







	CATEGORY/ARGUMENT
Complete this section after creating your main categories.




	Doc #
2
	What type of document (text, photo, map)? Who created it?


	When and where is the document from?

	DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE 
What do you see? What is the document talking about?
	MEANING
How does this document help answer the focus question? Why?

	
	Message/Argument

Because….







	CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENT
· Bias/Reliability – Who created this?  Does that affect the reliability of it?
· Audience – Who was this created for?  Who might read, hear, or see this document? Does this affect the reliability of it?
· Time, Place, and Environment [Social and Political Context] – Where and when were the documents produced?  How does this affect how we interpret the document (and use it in the essay)?






	CATEGORY/ARGUMENT
Complete this section after creating your main categories.



Cartoon Analysis Guide
 (
Symbolism
Cartoonists use simple objects, or 
symbols
, to stand for larger concepts or ideas.
After you identify the symbols in a cartoon, think about what the cartoonist intends each symbol to stand for. 
Exaggeration
Sometimes cartoonists overdo, or
 exaggerate
, the physical characteristics of people or things in order to make a point.
When you study a cartoon, look for any characteristics that seem overdone or overblown. (Facial characteristics and clothing are some of the most commonly exaggerated characteristics.) Then, try to decide what point the cartoonist was trying to make through exaggeration. 
Labeling
Cartoonists often 
label
 objects or people to make it clear exactly what they stand for. 
Watch out for the different labels that appear in a cartoon, and ask 
yourself
 why the cartoonist chose to label that particular person or object. Does the label make the meaning of the object 
more clear
?
Analogy
An 
analogy
 is a comparison between two unlike things that share some characteristics. By comparing a complex issue or situation with a more familiar one, cartoonists can help their readers see it in a different light.
After you’ve studied a cartoon for a while, try to decide what the cartoon’s main analogy is. What two situations does the cartoon compare? Once you understand the main analogy, decide if this comparison makes the cartoonist’s point more 
clear
 to you. 
Irony
Irony
 is the difference between the ways things are and the way things should be, or the way things are expected to be. Cartoonists often use irony to express their opinion on an issue. 
When you look at a cartoon, see if you can find any irony in the situation the cartoon depicts. If you can, think about what point the irony might be intended to emphasize. Does the irony help the cartoonist express his or her opinion more effectively?
)
Once you’ve identified the persuasive techniques that the cartoonist used, ask yourself:
· What issue is this political cartoon about? 
· What is the cartoonist’s opinion on this issue?
· What other opinion can you imagine another person having on this issue?
· Did you find this cartoon persuasive? Why or why not? 
· What other techniques could the cartoonist have used to make this cartoon more persuasive?
 (
FROM: The Learning Page from the Library of Congress:  “It’s No Laughing Matter- Analyzing Political Cartoons” http://lcweb2.loc.gov:8081/learn/features/political_cartoon/cag.html
)


NAME: ______________________________        ANALYZING A POLITICAL CARTOON

FOCUS QUESTION: _______________________________________________________________________________________
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION




TITLE OF CARTOON: _____________________________________ AUTHOR/PUBLISHER: ______________________________ 
PLACE AND TIME: Where and when was it published? Background information of the publication. _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: What was going on during this event or era/period? _____________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	OBSERVATIONS

	DESCRIPTION OF THE CARTOON
What I see… What objects, symbols, captions, people are portrayed in the cartoon? Be specific!  
	MEANING
What do the objects, people, words, etc. symbolize or represent?
	QUESTIONS/REACTION
I wonder… My reaction to the cartoon is…




MESSAGE/ARGUMENT: What is the cartoonists’ point of view about this topic or issue?




	


	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	CRITICAL THINKING


What persuasive techniques were used in this political cartoon?
 Symbolism            Exaggeration            Captions/ Labels           Analogy           Irony          
What groups would agree or disagree with the cartoon’s message? Why?


NAME

	WRITING ACTIVITY – FOCUSING ON A POLITICAL CARTOON


 (
FOCUS QUESTION: _____________
______
_______
____________________________________________________________
) 




_______________________________________________________________________________ reveals to us that ___________________________
                               (The “title” of the political cartoon)                                                                             (The artist/author or subject)


thought __________________________________________________________________________________________________
(The political cartoon’s overall message/argument)


because  _________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Evidence in the political cartoon/primary source)


________________________________________________________________________________________________________


This political cartoon relates to the focus question because ___________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________________________


ANALYZING ART											Name:____________________________

Title of Image:  ______________________________________________ Artist: ______________________________________________
Media:_____________________________________________________  Date: _______________________________________________

	Visual Analysis Worksheet 

	I see ….
	Definitions/Explanation of Images 
	It tells me …..

	
	
	

	Use the sentence starters below to discuss the image. 

	I noticed … 
It looks like … 


	
___________ represents _____________

___________ is a symbol of __________

	It shows …
This piece suggests ….
The painting describes





	WHO, WHAT & WHEN

	Author: Background, sex, race, social class, education; What is his/her perspective? 


	Audience: Who is the intended audience?
	Place and Time: Where and when was it published? 


	Historical Context: What was going on during this event or era/period? 






	WHY:  Analysis 

	This painting shows … 

	I wonder …….. (Why, When, How, What, Where) 



I.	Summarizing the Primary Source

_____________________________________________ is a  ________________________________________ 
         (name, title of source)						 (type of media)

that _____________________________________________________________________________________   
 				(describe content of primary source) 

________________________________________________________________________________________

II.	Establishing Context of Primary Source

The __________________________________________ was created during a time when _________________
         	     (name, title of source)

______________________________________________________________________________________ for
                                                    (describe historical setting)

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                       (audience)

III. Inferring the Message of Primary Source

_________________________________suggests/shows that _______________________________________ 
         (name, title of source)			                                                  (WHO? Artist)

portray___________________________________________________________________________________   
 				(WHAT? message regarding a person, place, event, idea) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________


because __________________________________________________________________________________
                                              (SPECIFIC DETAILS - images)

_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________

IV. Connecting Primary Source to Focus Question

This artwork relates to the focus question because _________________________________________________
	

_________________________________________________________________________________________
	        (summarize how the primary source evidence answers the focus question)



Name  __________________

A.P.P.A.R.T.S.


AUTHOR: Who created the source? What do you know about the author?  What is the author’s point of view?



PLACE AND TIME: Where and when what the source produced? How might this affect the meaning of the source?



PRIOR KNOWLEDGE: Beyond any information about the author and the context of its creation, what do you know that would help you further understand the primary source?  For example, are there any markings or vocabulary that you recognize and will help you read the source?


AUDIENCE: For whom was the source created and how might this affect the reliability of the source?



REASON: Why was this source produced at the time it was produced?



THE MAIN IDEA: What point is the source trying to convey?


SIGNIFICANCE: Why is this source important?  Ask yourself, “so what?” in relation to the source.






______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

From College Board/AP Professional Development
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A.P.P.A.R.T.S.
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AUTHOR

Who created the source? What do you know about the author?  What is the author’s point of view?


PLACE AND TIME

Where and when what the source produced? How might this affect the meaning of the source?


PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

Beyond any information about the author and the context of its creation, what do you know that would help you further understand the primary source?  For example, are there any markings or vocabulary that you recognize and will help you read the source?

AUDIENCE

For whom was the source created and how might this affect the reliability of the source?


REASON

Why was this source produced at the time it was produced?


THE MAIN IDEA

What point is the source trying to convey?


SIGNIFICANCE

Why is this source important?  Ask yourself, “so what?” in relation to the source.


From College Board/AP Professional Development

“CAAMPING UP” Multiple Documents
	
	Title:

Type of doc:
	Title:

Type of doc:
	Title:

Type of doc:

	C
	Context
--When and where was this taking place?
--What was going on before, during, & after event or era being studied?
--What else was happening?
--How might have surrounding events shaped this document?
	
	
	

	A
	Author
--Who was the author?
--What were the author’s background, social class qualifications, sex & race?
--When did the author write this? 
	
	
	

	
	Audience
--Who would have been expected to see or read this source?
	
	
	

	M
	Message
--What does this document tell us?  
--What is the document’s main idea or thesis?
	
	
	

	P
	Perspective
--What perspective or point of view does the document present? 
--What “loaded” words give you clues about the author’s point of view?
	
	
	

	S
	Significance
--Taken together, what story do the documents tell?
--How do these sources help us answer our focus question?
	





                Pamela Tindall for [image: History Project Home]
SOAP (Source, Occasion, Audience, Purpose) + Leading Questions

	SOAP
	Document 1:
	Document 2:


	S-What is the
Subject? 
What is the topic of the document?

	
	

	O- What is the
Occasion?
 When and where was this evidence created? 
What context or situation encouraged 
the creation of this document?
	
	

	A- Who is the
Audience? 
Who would be expected to see 
or read this piece of evidence?
	




	

	P- What is the
Purpose? 
What was this document intended to accomplish?  What was its creator’s aim?
	





	

	S- Who is the Speaker?
What person or group produced this document?
Whose perspective is being voiced?
	








	

	What questions do you have?
 Question 
1:
2:

	








	


Generally the SOAPS method is a solid document analysis tool for students in grades 6-8. Teachers can introduce the following questions and encourage students to use this method when analyzing both primary and secondary sources. 
· What is the Subject?
· What is the Occasion?
· Who is the Audience?
· What is the Purpose?
· Who is the Speaker?[image: history_ucd]
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