
NAME: ______________________________        ANALYZING A POLITICAL CARTOON
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


FOCUS QUESTION: _______________________________________________________________________________________
TITLE OF CARTOON: _____________________________________ AUTHOR/PUBLISHER: ______________________________ 
PLACE AND TIME: Where and when was it published? Background information of the publication. _______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: What was going on during this event or era/period? _____________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	OBSERVATIONS

	DESCRIPTION OF THE CARTOON
What I see… What objects, symbols, captions, people are portrayed in the cartoon? Be specific!  
	MEANING

What do the objects, people, words, etc. symbolize or represent?
	QUESTIONS/REACTION
I wonder… My reaction to the cartoon is…
MESSAGE/ARGUMENT: Explain the message of the cartoon.
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	CRITICAL THINKING


What persuasive techniques were used in this political cartoon?

( symbolism           ( caricature           ( captioning and labels          ( analogy          ( irony          ( exaggeration      
What groups would agree or disagree with the cartoon’s message? Why?
	WRITING ACTIVITY – FOCUSING ON A POLITICAL CARTOON


FOCUS QUESTION: _______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________ reveals to us that ___________________________

                               (The “title” of the political cartoon)                                                                             (The artist/author or subject)

thought __________________________________________________________________________________________________

(The political cartoon’s overall message/argument)

because  _________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Evidence in the political cartoon/primary source)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This political cartoon relates to the focus question because ___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NAME__________________________________          “The Political Quadrille, Music by Dred Scott” – Political Cartoons
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Stephen A. Douglas





He is dancing with an Irishman (leprechaun).  


This showed his support of the Irish and the rumors that he was Catholic. 


This Northern Democrat Candidate supported the idea of “Popular Sovereignty.”





John Bell 





He is dancing with a Native American. 


This Constitutional Union Party Candidate focused on issues surrounding Native Americans and white settlers on the frontier and territories.





Dred Scott


He is playing the violin. The Dred Scott case in 1857 made slavery legal throughout the United States.  The portrayal of Dred Scott in the cartoon shows how the issue of slavery dominated the election.





John C. Breckinridge





He is dancing with President Buchanan (who is depicted like a goat to represent his nickname, Buck).


-This Democrat candidate was supported by the


pro-slavery South.





Abraham Lincoln





He is dancing with an African American woman. 


This Republican candidate was widely known to be moderate on the issue of slavery.





The Election of 1860 


This political cartoon portrays the four candidates dancing with their allies or supporters.
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