
Working with Evidence: The 10 Step Writing Process

Writing Prompt 

________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

1. Deconstruct the prompt:

Step One:  Break down the prompt:  What are the main points or question(s) the prompt is asking you to answer. (This is a check list to make sure you address all aspects of the writing prompt)














___
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Step Two:  Make sure you understand the prompt

Define any words, terms or concepts in the question that you don’t know

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

2. Write a draft thesis stem:

Use your notes above to draft a basic thesis.  Remember to provide an argument and to state the main points of evidence.  In a thesis statement, authors often include a preview of main points of evidence that will be explained in the body paragraphs.  In this way, each of the main points of evidence will support the thesis and will have its own body paragraph. A simple formula for writing the thesis to introduce the three body paragraphs is bing, bang, bongo.  Another easy way to organize your thesis is to use a clause such as “because”, “by”, “due to” or “were” to preview the evidence.

EX: Disneyland is the best amusement park, because it is clean, has fun rides, and has good food.
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
(For #3-5 below, which of the following note taking frames or templates on pp3-10 will best work best for the text/writing prompt?)
3. Gather evidence 

4. Evaluate evidence

5. Categorize evidence

6. Form an argument based on what you can prove. Rewrite your thesis in your own words using the categories of evidence:

______________________________________________________________

7. Prioritize evidence 

Looking at the evidence for each category in your argument,

· What evidence is main evidence?

· What evidence is specific evidence supporting that main evidence?

· Which main evidence is most important to argument and should come first in the paragraph? 

8. Write an Outline

EX: INTERMEDIATE PARAGRAPH FRAME/OUTLINE
Thesis statement:_______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Evidence:_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Spec. Evidence:________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Evidence:_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Spec. Evidence:________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Analysis: _____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Concluding statement: ___________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

9. Write a draft

10. Revise the draft for final paper

GATHER EVIDENCE FOR WRITING PROMPT
	WRITING PROMPT: 

	Gathering Evidence Question (Use breakdown of prompt):

	 


Draft Thesis:  _____________________________________________________________________ because of   ___________(Bing), _________ (Bang), and ___________ (Bongo).

EVALUATING EVIDENCE FOR WRITING PROMPT
	WRITING PROMPT: 

	Statement of Evidence Gathered: 

	FACT
	OPINION

	· 
	·  



Draft Thesis:  _____________________________________________________________________ because of   ___________(Bing), _________ (Bang), and ___________ (Bongo).
CATEGORIZING EVIDENCE FOR WRITING PROMPT - #1
	WRITING PROMPT: 

	Category #1

Example:

Positive

Point of View 1

Person/Idea/Event 1
	BOTH  
	Category #2

Example:

Negative

Point of View 2

Person/Idea/Event 2

	
	
	


Draft Thesis:  _____________________________________________________________________ because of   ___________(Bing), _________ (Bang), and ___________ (Bongo).
CATEGORIZING EVIDENCE FOR WRITING PROMPT - #2A

Draft Thesis:  _____________________________________________________________________ because of ___________(Bing), _________ (Bang), and ___________ (Bongo).
	Write down the category that best fits with the evidence using the following list; cross out any evidence that does not fit into these categories:
Teacher Gives Students the Categories

	 
	Teacher gives students select pieces of evidence.

	 
	

	 
	

	 
	

	 
	

	 
	

	 
	

	 
	


Thesis:  _____________________________________________________________________ because of ___________(Bing), _________ (Bang), and ___________ (Bongo).
CATEGORIZING EVIDENCE FOR WRITING PROMPT - #2B

Draft Thesis:  _____________________________________________________________________ because of ___________(Bing), _________ (Bang), and ___________ (Bongo).
	Read the evidence below.

Create categories that best fit with the evidence.

Next to each piece of evidence, write the category.

Cross out any evidence that does not fit into these categories.

Category 1 (Bing):                         Category 2 (Bang):                        Category 3 (Bongo):



	 
	Teacher gives students select pieces of evidence

	 
	

	 
	

	 
	

	 
	

	 
	

	 
	

	 
	


Thesis:  _____________________________________________________________________ because of ___________(Bing), _________ (Bang), and ___________ (Bongo).
PRIORITIZING EVIDENCE FOR WRITING PROMPT - #1

Thesis:  _____________________________________________________________________ because of ___________(Bing), _________ (Bang), and ___________ (Bongo).
CATEGORIZING THE EVIDENCE 

· N/A:  Has nothing to do with thesis

· E:  Is the FACTS, EXAMPLES, or SUPPORT that provide the proof for the thesis.

· SE: Is the numbers, quotations, maps, statistics that further prove the thesis.

Type of Evidence for
 ________________________________________ _____________- (Bing)
_______
Teacher gives students evidence, specific evidence or not applicable evidence for an evidence category.
_______
Teacher gives students evidence, specific evidence or not applicable evidence for an evidence category.

_______
Teacher gives students evidence, specific evidence or not applicable evidence for an evidence category.

PRIORITIZING EVIDENCE FOR WRITING PROMPT - #2A

Thesis:  _____________________________________________________________________ because of ___________(Bing), _________ (Bang), and ___________ (Bongo).
CATEGORIZING THE EVIDENCE 

· N/A:  Has nothing to do with thesis

· E:  Is the FACTS, EXAMPLES, or SUPPORT that provide the proof for the thesis.

· SE: Is the numbers, quotations, maps, statistics that further prove the thesis.

Type of Evidence for
 ________________________________________ _____________- (Bing)
_______
Teacher gives students evidence, specific evidence or not applicable evidence for an evidence category.
_______
Teacher gives students evidence, specific evidence or not applicable evidence for an evidence category.

_______
Teacher gives students evidence, specific evidence or not applicable evidence for an evidence category.

Write a paragraph with the following components:

· Thesis – Write the thesis.

· A sentence to introduce the first piece of evidence.

· Rewrite evidence in your own words

· Rewrite specific evidence in your own words

· Add in any additional sentences or transitions to connect thesis with evidence and evidence with specific evidence.

Thesis:  ___________________________________________________________________________

because of ___________(Bing), _________ (Bang), and ___________ (Bongo).
Introduce evidence  __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Rewrite evidence __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Rewrite specific evidence _____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

PRIORITIZING EVIDENCE FOR WRITING PROMPT - #2B

Thesis:  _____________________________________________________________________ because of ___________(Bing), _________ (Bang), and ___________ (Bongo).
CATEGORIZING THE EVIDENCE 

· N/A:  Has nothing to do with thesis

· E:  Is the FACTS, EXAMPLES, or SUPPORT that provide the proof for the thesis.

· SE: Is the numbers, quotations, maps, statistics that further prove the thesis.

Type of Evidence for
 ________________________________________ _____________- (Bing)
_______
Teacher gives students evidence, specific evidence or not applicable evidence for an evidence category.
_______
Teacher gives students evidence, specific evidence or not applicable evidence for an evidence category.

_______
Teacher gives students evidence, specific evidence or not applicable evidence for an evidence category.

Write a paragraph with the following components:

· Thesis – Write the thesis.

· A sentence to introduce the first piece of evidence.

· Rewrite evidence in your own words

· Rewrite specific evidence in your own words

· Add in any additional sentences or transitions to connect thesis with evidence and evidence with specific evidence.

Thesis:  ___________________________________________________________________________

because of ___________(Bing), _________ (Bang), and ___________ (Bongo).
__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________
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