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	Thesis: A well developed thesis:

· Address the prompt

· Provide an explicit argument 
	Contains a well developed thesis 
	Contains a thesis 


	Contains a limited and/or undeveloped thesis
	Contains no thesis or a thesis that does not address the question

	Evidence: Supports the thesis with relevant, accurate, and specific information: 

· Connect evidence to argument

· Define and clarify essential terms


	Supports thesis with substantial and relevant evidence and provides clarifying details
	Supports thesis with some evidence and details 
	Contains little evidence that is accurate and relevant in support of the thesis.
	Contains no evidence to support the thesis.

	Analysis: Effective analysis requires a student to: 

· Use reasonable inferences

· Identify and prioritize significance of evidence

· Connects evidence to the thesis
	Analysis explains connection and relevance of evidence to the thesis

Tells why the evidence is significant
	Connects the evidence to the thesis statement


	Does not explain connection or relevance between the evidence and the thesis

Provides an unreasonable explanation
	Does not explain how evidence supports the thesis 

	A conclusion will: 

· Rephrase the thesis
· Make a synthesis of the evidence
· Guide the reader to think about the implications and importance of the thesis
	Rephrases the argument and supporting evidence.  States the implications and importance of the thesis. Makes connections to broader issues.
	Restates the argument and supporting evidence.  

Simply states the implications and importance of the thesis. 
	Mentions the argument and supporting evidence.
	Contains little mention of the thesis or the evidence. 

	Organization and clarity: A well organized essay is coherent, grammatically correct,  and contains a:
· Introduction, body paragraphs, conclusion

· Thesis statement or argument, 

· topic sentences, evidence, analysis, transition/conclusion
	Is clearly organized
	Shows acceptable organization
	Is poorly organized
	Organization is so poor that it inhibits understanding

	Total Score ___________ and comments:
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