Workshop-Primary Sources:  

Primary Source Analysis Template 


ANALYZING A PRIMARY SOURCE

Focus Question: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title of Source:  _____________________________________   Author: ____________________   Genre (letter, cartoon, photo?): _________________

	WHEN & WHERE

	Place and Time: Where and When was it published?

	Historical Context: What was going on during this event or era/period?

	WHO

	Author: Background, sex, race, social class, education; What is his/her perspective?

	Audience: Who is the intended audience? 


	OBSERVATIONS

	DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE

What I see…

Evidence of...
	MEANING

What the objects, words, etc. mean
	MESSAGE/ARGUMENT

The author is trying to tell me…
	QUESTIONS

I wonder…

My reaction to the source is…

	
	
	
	


IDENTIFYING THE MAIN IDEA

Looking at your observations of the primary source, what is the main idea or message of the source?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________.

	APPLYING THE SOURCE 

	I think I can use this source in my essay because…



WRITING USING THE PRIMARY SOURCE

Focus Question: _______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________ tells us that ______________________________________


(title of source OR author)




(author OR subject)

thought ______________________________________________________________________________





(the primary source’s message, what it is trying to tell me)

_____________________________________________________________________________________

because ______________________________________________________________________________






(evidence in the primary source)

____________________________________________________________________________________.

This primary source relates to the focus question because ______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________.




















































[image: image1.jpg]THE

Y -
UC BERKELEY

HISTORY-SOCIAL SCIENCE PROJECT



2009UC Regents

