NAME___________________________

SOAP (Source, Occasion, Audience, Purpose) + Leading Questions

	SOAP  
	Document 1:


	Document 2:


	S-What is the

Subject? 

What is the topic of the document?


	
	

	O- What is the

Occasion?

 When and where was this evidence created? 

What context or situation encouraged 

the creation of this document?
	
	

	A- Who is the

Audience? 

Who would be expected to see 

or read this piece of evidence?
	
	

	P- What is the

Purpose? 

What was this document intended to accomplish?  What was its creator’s aim?
	
	

	S- Who is the Speaker?

What person or group produced this document?

Whose perspective is being voiced?
	
	

	What questions do you have?

 Question 

1:

2:


	
	


Generally the SOAPS method is a solid document analysis tool for students in grades 6-8. Teachers can introduce the following questions and encourage students to use this method when analyzing both primary and secondary sources. 

· What is the Subject?

· What is the Occasion?

· Who is the Audience?

· What is the Purpose?

· Who is the Speaker?

Adapted from “Building Success Program: Participant’s Manual”  New York, The College Board, 1998.

