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	C
	Context

--When and where was this taking place?

--What was going on before, during, & after event or era being studied?

--What else was happening?

--How might have surrounding events shaped this document?
	
	
	

	A
	Author

--Who was the author?

--What were the author’s background, social class qualifications, sex & race?

--When did the author write this? 
	
	
	

	
	Audience

--Who would have been expected to see or read this source?
	
	
	

	M
	Message
--What does this document tell us?  

--What is the document’s main idea or thesis?
	
	
	

	P
	Perspective

--What perspective or point of view does the document present? 

--What “loaded” words give you clues about the author’s point of view?
	
	
	

	S
	Significance

--Taken together, what story do the documents tell?
--How do these sources help us answer our focus question?
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