Using Quotations in a History Paper

DO’s

1. Keep quotes limited.
2. Quote directly from a source if:

· The words of the original are especially memorable 

· The quotation would effectively back up your point of analysis.

· The words of the historical actor are more powerful than a paraphrase.  

3. Integrate a quote into your own sentence.  Quotes should not stand-alone or just drop out of the sky. Even though you as the writer are presenting some one else’s ideas, you need to introduce the quote in your own sentence.
4. Provide the citation for a quote within the paper itself.  Generally, the citation should include the author’s last name and the page number(s) of the quote.  The citation or reference goes inside parenthesis, after the quotation marks and before the period concluding the sentence. 

Example: As Kurt Cobain’s mother wrote, “Kurt practiced his screaming and his guitar playing for hours every day”  (Smith 9).

5. Provide a “works cited” page at the end of you paper.  A “works cited” page is an alphabetical listing of all the different works you have used in your paper.  Each type of work has a different method of citation.  Examples:
Books:  A works cited page for a book contains the following information:

-The author’s full name, last name first, followed by a period;


-The full title of the book, italicized or underlined, followed by a 

  period;


-The city of publication, followed by a colon;


-The name of the publisher, followed by a comma;


-The date of publication, followed by a period.

Final Note: If you don’t want to use a quote, make sure you don’t copy a person’s words. You should paraphrase what the person said, that is, you need to re-word the sentence(s) by using your own words.
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