
LEVELS OF EXPOSITORY WRITING 

	Genre
	Purpose
	Features
	Examples

	Recount
	Retells a sequence of events, drawing on personal experience
	Typical organization: background,

account sequence
	Description of event or

experience: Newspaper

Reports, Journals, Diary,

Textbooks

	Explanation
	Explains a phenomenon
Relates a set of facts, using specific statements to back up general ones.  
	Organized by simple classification,

categorization 

Explicit Thesis, Supporting Evidence, Limited Analysis
	Historical explanations,

Summary, Research report,

Descriptions, Textbooks

	Interpretation
	Interpretation of phenomenon

Argues why a thesis has been proposed, with more than one piece of evidence presented in support of the thesis.
	Organized by compare/contrast, cause/effect, PERSIA

Explicit Thesis, Supporting Evidence, Analysis
	Historical interpretation,

Literary criticism, Literary

analysis

	Justification
	Evaluation/Judgment of phenomenon
Argues a point of view with evidence to support it.
	Organized by value judgment, complex categorization

Claim, Reasons/Justifications, Evidence, Addresses the counter argument
	Essays, Letters, Editorials,

Advertisements, Persuasive

Speeches

	Adapted from Mary Schleppegrell
	 
	 


phenomenon

1. a fact, occurrence, or circumstance observed or observable: to study the phenomena of nature.  

2. something that is impressive or extraordinary.  

3. a remarkable or exceptional person; prodigy; wonder.  

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/phenomenon

EXPOSITORY WRITING TERMINOLOGY

	THESIS or Topic Sentence 
	This is the last sentence in the introduction of an essay or  the first sentence in a paragraph.  It must answer the question or prompt and be the main idea of the paragraph.  It has a subject and an argument, claim, or position.  It does for a paragraph what a thesis does for an essay.

	EVIDENCE:

Reason, Detail, Facts 
	These are the details that form the backbone or core of the paragraph.  These are the FACTS, EXAMPLES, or SUPPORT. They provide the proof for the thesis.  They can be generalizations.

	SPECIFIC EVIDENCE: 

Reason, Detail, Facts 
	The specific evidence builds upon the evidence sentence by providing greater detail or a concrete example.  These are often NUMBERS, STATISTICS, QUOTATIONS, or DETAILS.  These are needed to support the generalizations and really prove the thesis. 

	ANALYSIS:
Explanation 
	This is the analysis, reasoning or commentary about the evidence and specific evidence. This is the EXPLANATION, INTERPRETATION, EVALUATION, or INSIGHT.  This answers the question: “So what?” or “Why is this significant?”.  They ensure the specific evidence, especially quotations, will be analyzed, not just dropped into the paragraph.  The analysis sentence should forge the link between the evidence and the thesis. 

	CONCLUSION or Concluding Sentence 
	This is the last paragraph in an essay or the last sentence of the paragraph.  It often restates the thesis without using key words.  It also reviews what has been proven in the paragraph and reconnects it to the thesis.  It gives a completed or finished feeling to the paragraph. 


BASIC ANALYTICAL PARAGRAPH FRAME/OUTLINE
Thesis statement:________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Evidence (Category) 1:___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Evidence (Category) 2:___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Evidence (Category) 1:___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Analysis: _____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Concluding statement: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
INTERMEDIATE PARAGRAPH FRAME/OUTLINE
Thesis statement:_______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Evidence:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Spec. Evidence:________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Evidence:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Spec. Evidence:________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Analysis: _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Concluding statement: ___________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Note: Could include several more pieces of evidence with specific evidence.

 ADVANCED PARAGRAPH OUTLINE/FRAME
Thesis statement:________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Evidence:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Spec. Evidence:________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Analysis: _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Evidence:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Spec. Evidence:________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Analysis: _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Concluding statement: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Note: Could include several more pieces of evidence with specific evidence.

ADVANCED ANALYTICAL PARAGRAPH FRAME/OUTLINE - JUSTIFICATION
Thesis statement:________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Evidence:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Spec. Evidence:________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Analysis: _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Evidence:_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Spec. Evidence:________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Analysis: _____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Counterargument: _____________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Concluding statement: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Note: Could include several more pieces of evidence with specific evidence.
Five Paragraph Essay Outline

(Use mainly words and phrases, not sentences)
Introductory Paragraph:  

Topic Sentence: 












Background: 










(Explain the time period)

Explanation of the basics: 










(Introduce your topic and the events leading to them)
Thesis Statement – Write this sentence out:
Body Paragraph #1
Topic sentence: 











(Write this sentence out)

Evidence: 












Specific Evidence: 











Analysis: 












Body Paragraph #2
Topic sentence: 











(Write this sentence out)

Evidence: 












Specific Evidence: 











Analysis: 












Body Paragraph #3
Topic sentence: 











(Write this sentence out)

Evidence: 












Specific Evidence: 











Analysis: 












Concluding Paragraph:

Restate your thesis: 











Explain your analysis and the importance of your main points:
Relate your topic to a larger historical concept: 
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