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Teaching American History Grant Focus Question:

How did definitions of citizenship change from the 17th century to the 20th century?

8th Grade Year-long Focus Questions:

How did federalism shape the roles of the national and state governments?

How did the rights of citizens expand and contract during the 18th and 19th centuries?
Unit Focus:  


Unit 4:  The Nation Expands; Chapter 12: The South; Section 3: The Slave System
Unit Focus Question:



How did the nation become dependent on slavery, and how did the South maintain control 

over slaves? 
Unit Working Thesis:

The introduction of the cotton gin led to the growth of cotton as a cash crop, and the 

economic dependency dramatically expanded slavery.
Lesson Focus Question: 


 
How did slave resistance impact the southern plantation and economy?
Lesson Working Thesis: 


 
Slave resistance impacted the overall production, profits, and conditions of the plantations.
Reading Strategy:


Primary Source reading strategy of E.A.R.S. (Evidence, Analysis, Relevance, Source)
Suggested Amount of Time: 


1 class period of about 45 minutes

Textbook:

Deverell, William and White, Deborah Gray. United States History: Independence to 
1914. Orlando, Florida: Holt, Rinehart and Winston., 2006, Chapter 12: (The Slave 
System; Section 3), pgs. 386 – 389.
Other Resources:



Douglass, Frederick. “Cowardice Departed, Bold Defiance Took its Place.” Narrative of the 
Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave. Boston: 1845.  Excerpt. 

Found at: http://www.gmsys.net/prosjekt/slavrute/31.htm. Excerpts from Slave Narratives.
Rosengarten, Theodore. Tombee Portrait of a Cotton Planter with the Plantation Journal of 

Thomas B. Chaplin (1822 – 1890).  New York: William Morrow and Company, Inc., 1986.
Context of the lesson in the unit: 

 This lesson connects to Chapter 12 “The South” and the living and working conditions of slaves.
 Lesson Procedure: 
1.  Introduction

1. Review Chapter 12 Sections 1-3 “The South,” “Southern Society,” and “The Slave System.”
2. Review graphics and pictures throughout sections in textbook pages 382 – 389.
3. The Teacher will preview the lesson focus question and objective with the class.

4. VOCABULARY REVIEW – What does “resistance” mean? To resist something “PASSIVELY.” Impact – What does it mean to have an impact on something?
2. Reading Strategy - E.A.R.S.

1. Distribute handouts entitled “Excerpts from the Plantation Journal of Thomas B. Chaplin, A Cotton Plantation Owner” and “Cowardice Departed, Bold Defiance took its place” Excerpt from Frederick Douglass.
2. Explain to the students that slavery was very difficult, and they were forced to work long hours and live in horrible conditions. Despite the fear of punishments, slaves often passively resisted their situation and conditions.  This lesson focuses on some of the ways in which slaves passively resisted their situation.
3. Display the first primary source document either with a document camera or an overhead.  
4. Read together as a class. The teacher leads the reading, and selectively leaves out words that students will read aloud.
5. As you read, have students HIGHLIGHT or UNDERLINE the important facts or evidence.
6. Display the second primary source document either with a document camera or an overhead.  Go through the same process listed above. Help students highlight the important facts.
7. Using the E.A.R.S. chart, Teacher will guide students in gathering evidence of examples in ways slaves passively resisted their conditions and situation, and the overall impact the resistance had on the plantation’s production and profits. Encourage students to find at least 4 -5 good examples. (SEE TEACHER KEY – The key is a guide for the teacher)
8. Review the chart and clarify any questions as a class, focusing on the overall impact that each item of resistance had on the plantation.
3. Writing Strategy - Basic Structured Paragraph.  Using evidence and analysis.
History-Social Science Content Standards:

8.7 Students analyze the divergent paths of the American People from 1800 to the mid-1800s and the challenges they faced, with emphasis on the South, in terms of:
8.7.2 The origins and development of the institution of slavery; its effects on black Americans and on the region’s political, social, religious, economic, and cultural development; and the various attempted strategies to both overturn and preserve it.
Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:
Research, Evidence, and Point of View 
1. Students distinguish relevant from irrelevant information, essential from incidental information, and verifiable from unverifiable information in historical narratives and stories.

2. Students assess the credibility of primary and secondary sources and draw sound conclusions from them. 

3. Students detect the different historical points of view on historical events and determine the context in which the historical statements were made (the questions asked, sources used, author's perspectives). 
Historical Interpretation
1. Students explain the central issues and problems from the past, placing people and events in a matrix of time and place. 

2. Students understand and distinguish cause, effect, sequence, and correlation in historical events, including the long-and short-term causal relations. . 

3. Students explain the sources of historical continuity and how the combination of ideas and events explains the emergence of new patterns. 

Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:

2.0 Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)

Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text structure, organization, and purpose.
1.0 Writing Strategies
1.3 Support theses or conclusions with analogies, paraphrases, quotations, opinions from authorities, 
comparisons, and similar devices.
2.0 Writing Applications
2.3c Use a variety of primary and secondary sources and distinguish the nature and value of each.
2.3d Organize and display information on charts, maps, and graphs
2.0 Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.1b. Reveal the significance of, and the subject's attitude about, the incident, event, or situation.

TEACHER’S NOTES – Background information on the passages.
Tombee Portrait of a Cotton Planter with the Plantation Journal of Thomas B. Chaplin
Thomas Benjamin Chaplin owned Tombee Plantation on St. Helena Island in South Carolina. It was 376 acres, and he owned around 30 slaves. (Changed over time as Chaplin sold slaves to pay off his personal debts).  Chaplin was a cotton planter, who wrote detailed notes of his crops, issues, and slaves.  Slaves were unable to learn to read and to write, so personal diaries of slaves are very rare, but through this journal, we can see some of the ways in which his slaves resisted working.  If a slave became ill, Chaplin personally diagnosed the situation, and at times would administer the necessary treatment or would send for a doctor.
He gave some of his slaves privileges to leave the plantation and visit family members at nearby plantations.  He rewarded slaves with extra food, and believed that he was a great provider for his slaves.
“Cowardice Departed, Bold Defiance took its place” -excerpt from Frederick Douglass – “fanning wheat,” was a process using screens to separate the wheat seeds with the rest of the stock.
Excerpts from the Plantation Journal of Thomas B. Chaplin, a Cotton Plantation Owner
By Thomas B. Chaplin & compiled and written biography by Theodore Rosengarten
1849
January 26th – Ox cart axletree broke down, put Isaac (a male slave) to making a new one…  (page 452).
January 27th – Isaac did so little at the axletree yesterday, I [built] it myself… (page 452).
March 31st - … Jim (a male slave) got his foot badly cut somehow or other with the plow, it will lay him up some time. (page 462).
1850

Feb 19th - Helen had an idea of laying up today, but I saw that nothing much was the matter and made her go out to work. I am determined to look more closely into their complaints, and not allow anyone to shirk (avoid) from their work and sham sickness. (page 488).

March 26th - Someone stole some seed potatoes put up for hog feed, out of the gin house last night. (page 491).

July 9th - …[Slaves] making great complaints, don’t want to work. Made up my mind to whip all round.  (page 501).

1851
January 31st - Came near having a very serious occurrence today. Mr. Frank (a male slave), the careless rascal, had a fire in the stable this morning, & in leaving just kicked some loose trash over it, thinking to smother it, but it caught the sill and bottom weatherboarding and if I had not fortunately discovered it, it would soon have been in a blaze, and the high wind would soon have ended it. (page 522).
1852

January 27th - …They did not get to Beaufort till last night, owing to the [slaves’] oversleeping themselves night before last and losing the tide, for which they shall be punished. Fortunately the steamboat got to Beaufort late and they were just in time to put the cotton on board.  Very few hands listing (working) today, the tough ground has scared them, 2 laying up, Eliza (a female slave) yesterday and today, and Mary (a female slave) today, and both pretend to the same thing [illness]. (page 558).
October 1st - [Slaves] picked badly (yesterday), only averaged 33 1/3 lbs. They picked at the Sands, where the cotton very short, the worst of the crop.  But I think a little cowhide (a whip) will make them do better. (page 584). 
1856

July 14th - Lost a hen out in the yard last night. Sure it was a cat that took it. This saves Jim a flogging. However, to my great surprise, the fellow took himself off before I got in the field today. He went to work as usual this morning, pretended to go to the well to get water, and did not return.  I could not believe he had run away, and sent hands (other workers) to hunt for him, without success.  He no doubt heard of the hen last night, and expected a flogging… It was very foolish trick in him, not only do I lose his work, but I fear that he will be a ruined [slave]. (page 671).

July 28th -…Gave Jim a very moderate punishment, say about 60 paddles, put on his bare hide, with my own hands. (He was gone for 14 days)  (page 673).
“Cowardice Departed, Bold Defiance took its place” Excerpt from Frederick Douglass
(Excerpt from Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave.  (Boston, 1845).
If at any one time of my life more than another, I was made to drink the bitterest dregs of slavery, that time was during the first six months of my stay with Mr. [Edward] Covey. We were worked in all weathers. It was never too hot or too cold; it could never rain, blow (windy), hail, or snow too hard for us to work in the field. Work, work, work was scarcely more the order of the day than of the night. The longest days were too short for him, and the shortest nights too long for him. I was somewhat unmanageable when I first went there, but a few months of this discipline tamed me. Mr. Covey succeeded in breaking me. I was broken in body, soul, and spirit. My natural elasticity was crushed, my intellect languished, the disposition to read departed, the cheerful spark that lingered about my eye died; the dark night of slavery closed in upon me; and behold a man transformed into a brute! 

On one of the hottest days of the month of August, 1833, Bill Smith, William Hughes, a slave named Eli, and myself were engaged in fanning wheat....The work was simple, requiring strength rather than intellect; yet, to one entirely unused to such work, it came very hard. About three o'clock of that day, I broke down; my strength failed me; I was seized with a violent aching of the head, attended with extreme dizziness; I trembled in every limb....

Mr. Covey was at the house, about one hundred yards from the treading- yard where we were fanning. On hearing the fan stop, he left immediately, and came to the spot where we were. He hastily inquired what the matter was. Bill answered that I was sick, and there was no one to bring wheat to the fan. I had by this time crawled away under the side of the post and rail- fence by which the yard was enclosed, hoping to find relief by getting out of the sun. He then asked where I was. He was told by one of the hands. He came to the spot, and after looking at me awhile, asked me what was the matter. I told him as well as I could, for I scarce had strength to speak. He then gave me a savage kick in the side, and told me to get up. I tried to do so, but fell back in the attempt. He gave me another kick, and again told me to rise. I again tried, and succeeded in gaining my feet: but, stopping to get the tub with which I was feeding the fan, I again staggered and fell. While down in this situation, Mr. Covey took up the hickory slat with which Hughes had been striking off the half- bushel measure, and with it gave me a heavy blow upon the head, making a large wound, and the blood ran freely; and with this, again told me to get up. I made no effort to comply, having now made up my mind to let him do his worst. In a short time after receiving this blow, my head grew better. Mr. Covey had now left me to my fate. 
At this moment I resolved to go to my master, enter a complaint, and ask his protection. In order to [do] this, I must that afternoon walk seven miles; and this, under the circumstances, was truly a severe undertaking. I was exceedingly feeble; made so as much by the kicks and blows which I received, as by the severe fit of sickness to which I had been subjected. I, however, watched my chance, while Covey was looking in an opposite direction, and started for St. Michael's. I succeeded in getting a considerable distance on my way to the woods, when Covey discovered me, and called after me to come back, threatening what he would do if I did not come. I disregarded both his calls and his threats, and made my way to the woods as fast as my feeble state would allow; and thinking I might be overhauled by him if I kept the road, I walked through the woods, keeping far enough from the road to avoid detection, and near enough to prevent losing my way. I had not gone far, before my little strength again failed me. I could go no farther. I fell down, and lay for a considerable time. The blood was yet oozing from the wound on my head. For a time I thought I should bleed to death, and think now that I should have done so, but the blood so matted my hair as to stop the wound. 
After lying there about three quarters of an hour, I nerved myself up again, and started on my way, through bogs and briers, barefooted and bareheaded, tearing my feet sometimes at nearly every step; and after a journey of about seven miles, occupying some five hours to perform it, I arrived at master's store. I then presented an appearance enough to affect any but a heart of iron. From the crown of my head to my feet, I was covered with blood. My hair was all clotted with dust and blood, my shirt was stiff with briers and thorns, and were also covered with blood. I supposed I looked like a man who had escaped a den of wild beasts, and barely escaped them. 
In this state, I appeared before my master, humbling entreating him to interpose his authority for my protection. I told him all the circumstances as well as I could, and it seemed, as I spoke, at times to affect him. He would then walk the floor, and seek to justify Covey by saying he expected I deserved it. He asked me what I wanted. I told him to let me get a new home; that as sure as I lived with Mr. Covey again, I should live with but to die with him; that Covey would surely kill me- - he was in a fair way for it. Master Thomas ridiculed the idea that there was any danger of Mr. Covey's killing me, and said that he knew Mr. Covey; that he was a good man, and that he could not think of taking me from him; that should he do so, he would lose the whole year's wages; that I belonged to Mr. Covey for one year, and that I must go back to him, come what might; and that I must not trouble him with any more stories, or that he would get hold of me. After threatening me thus, he gave me a very large dose of salts, telling me that I might remain in St. Michael's that night, (it being quite late,) but that I must be off back to Mr. Covey's early in the morning; and that if I did not, he would get hold of me, which meant that he would whip me. I remained all night, and according to his orders, I started off to Covey's in the morning (Saturday morning) wearied in body and broken in spirit. I got no supper that night, or breakfast that morning. I reached Covey's about nine o'clock; and just as I was getting over the fence that divided Mrs. Kemp's fields from ours, out ran Covey with his cowskin, to give me another whipping. Before he could reach me, I succeeded in getting to the cornfield; and as the corn was very high, it afforded me the means of hiding. He seemed very angry, and searched for me a long time. My behaviour was altogether unaccountable. He finally gave up the chase, thinking, I suppose, that I must come home for something to eat; he would give himself no further trouble in looking for me. 
I spent that day mostly in the woods, having the alternative before me,- - to go home and be whipped to death, or stay in the woods and be starved to death. That night, I fell in with Sandy Jenkins, a slave with whom I was somewhat acquainted. Sandy had a free wife, who lived about four miles from Mr. Covey's; and it being Saturday, he was on his way home to see her. I told him my circumstances, and he very kindly invited me to go home with him. I went home with him, and talked this whole matter over, and got his advice as to what course it was best for me to pursue. I found Sandy an old adviser. He told me, with great solemnity, I must go back to Covey; but that before I went, I must go with him into another part of the woods, where there was a certain root, which, if I would take some of it with me, carrying it always on my right side, would render it impossible for Mr. Covey, or any other white man, to whip me. He said he had carried it for years; and since he had done so, he had never received a blow, and never expected to, while he carried it. I at first rejected the idea, that the simple carrying of a root in my pocket would have any such effect as he had said, and was not disposed to take it; but Sandy impressed the necessity with such earnestness, telling me it could do no harm, if it did not good. To please him, I at length took the root, and, according to his direction, carried it upon my right side. 
This was Sunday morning. I immediately started for home; and upon entering the yard gate, out came Mr. Covey on his way to meeting. He spoke to me very kindly, bade me drive the pigs from a lot near by, and passed toward the church. Now this singular conduct of Mr. Covey really made me begin to think that there was something in the root which Sandy had given me; and had it been any other day than Sunday, I could have attributed the conduct to no other cause than the influence of that root; and as it was, I was half inclined to think the root to be something more than I at first had taken it to be. 
All went well till Monday morning. On this morning, the virtue of the root was fully tested. Long before daylight, I was called to go and rub, curry, and feed the horses. I obeyed, and was glad to obey. But whilst thus engaged, whilst in the act of throwing down some blades from the loft, Mr. Covey entered the stable with a long rope; and just as I was half way out of the loft, he caught hold of my legs, and was about tying me. As soon as I found what he was up to, I gave a sudden spring, and as I did so, he holding to my legs, I was brought sprawling on the stable floor. Mr. Covey seemed now to think he had me, and could do what he pleased; but at this moment- - from whence came the spirit I don't know- - I resolved to fight; and suiting my action to the resolution, I seized Covey hard by the throat; and as I did so, I rose. He held on to me, and I to him. My resistance was so entirely unexpected, that Covey seemed taken all aback. He trembled like a leaf. This gave me assurance, and I held him uneasy, causing the blood to run where I touched him with the ends of my fingers. 
Mr. Covey soon called out to Hughes for help. Hughes came, and, while Covey held me, attempted to tie my right hand. While he was in the act of doing so, I watched my chance, and gave him a heavy kick close under the ribs. This kick fairly sickened Hughes, so that he left me in the hands of Mr. Covey. This kick had the effect of not only weakening Hughes, but Covey also. While he saw Hughes bending over with pain, his courage quailed. He asked me if I meant to persist in my resistance. I told him I did, come what might; that he had used me like a brute for six months, and that I was determined to be used so no longer. With that, he strove to drag me to a stick that was lying just out of the stable door. He meant to knock me down. But just as he was leaning over to get the stick, I seized him with both hands by his collar, and brought him by a sudden snatch to the ground. 
By this time, Bill came. Covey called upon him for assistance, Bill wanted to know what he could do. Covey said, "Take hold of him, take hold of him!" Bill said his master hired him out to work, and not to help to whip me; so he left Covey and myself to fight our own battle out. We were at it for nearly two hours. Covey sat length let me go, puffing and blowing at a great rate, saying that if I had not resisted, he would not have whipped me half so much. The truth was, that he had not whipped me at all. I considered him as getting entirely the worst end of the bargain; for he had drawn no blood from me, but I had from him. The whole six months afterwards, that I spent with Mr. Covey, he never laid the weight of his finger upon me in anger. He would occasionally say, he didn't want to get hold of me again. "No," thought I, "you need not; for you will come off worse than you did before." 

This battle with Mr. Covey was the turning- point in my career as a slave. It rekindled the few expiring embers of freedom, and revived within me a sense of my own manhood. It recalled the departed self- confidence, and inspired me again with a determination to be free. The gratification afforded by the triumph was a full compensation for whatever else might follow, even death itself. He only can understand the deep satisfaction which I experienced, who had himself repelled by force the bloody arm of slavery. I felt as I never felt before. It was a glorious resurrection from the tomb of slavery to the heaven of freedom. My long- crushed spirit rose, cowardice departed, bold defiance took its place; and now I resolved that, however long I might remain a slave in form, the day had passed forever when I could be a slave in fact. I did not hesitate to let it be known of me, that the white man who expected to succeed in whipping, must also succeed in killing me. 
From this time I was never again what might be called fairly whipped, though I remained a slave four years afterwards. I had several fights, but was never whipped. 
It was for a long time a matter of surprise to me why Mr. Covey did not immediately have me taken by the constable to the whipping-post, and there regularly whipped for the crime of raising my hand against a white man in defense of myself. And the only explanation I can now think of does not entirely satisfy me; but such as it is, I will give it. Mr. Covey enjoyed the most unbounded reputation for being a first-rate overseer and [slave]-breaker. It was of considerable importance to him. That reputation was at stake; and had he sent me- - a boy of sixteen years old- - to the whipping- post, his reputation would have been lost; so, to save his reputation, he suffered me to go unpunished. 

NAME: _____________________ ANALYZING and CITING EVIDENCE – EARS   (Student W.S.)

Thesis:  Slave resistance impacted the overall production, profits, and conditions of the plantations.
	Evidence /Facts/Quotes

Evidence of 
Slave Resistance
	Analysis (This means…)

The Impact of  
Slave Resistance   
	Relevance to thesis

(This supports the thesis…) 

Punishments that might have Resulted  (Conditions)
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NAME: _________________ ANALYZING and CITING EVIDENCE – EARS   (TEACHER KEY)

Thesis:  Slave resistance impacted the overall production, profits, and conditions of the plantations.
	Evidence /Facts/Quotes

Evidence of 
Slave Resistance
	Analysis (This means…)

The Impact of   
Slave Resistance   
	Relevance to thesis

(This supports the thesis…) 

Punishments that might have Resulted  (Conditions)
	Source

	Isaac working very slowly in rebuilding a broken ox cart axletree.

	Breaking equipment or working slowly limited production and impacted the overall profits.
	No punishment given

Possible flogging (whipped with a rod or whip).
	Chaplin

	Jim getting injured by the plow and unable to work.

	Injuries slowed production down & diminished the profits if workers are unable to work. 
	No punishment given


	Chaplin

	Illness –Helen wanted to stay in. 

Eliza and Mary both sick with “pretend” illnesses.
	Repeated faking and regular illnesses slowed production down & diminished the profits if workers are unable to work. 
	Forcing workers to go to work and watching closely those who are sick.
	Chaplin

	Mr. Frank causing a fire in the stable, and not carefully putting it out. Examples of sabotage.

	Carelessness and negligence–caused damage to the plantation. Impacted overall production and profits to take time and money to repair.
	No punishment given

Possible flogging
	Chaplin

	Slaves picked cotton in the wrong area, near the sands, the worst part of the crop.


	Willfully misunderstanding directions or showing incompetence (faking not understanding) impacts overall production and profits.
	Possible whipping or flogging
	Chaplin

	Jim running away for fear of punishment. Other workers were sent to look for him
	Loss of workers.  Slows production and impacts overall profits.
	Flogging.  60 paddles.
	Chaplin

	Someone stole potatoes from the gin house.
	Stealing was common. Cut into overall profits and production of the farm.
	If caught, could result in a flogging or worse. 
	Chaplin

	Douglass was somewhat “disobedient” when he arrived


	Willfully not following directions impacted overall production and profits.
	Constantly working – long hours.  Douglass was exhausted and lost his inner spirit.
	Douglass

	Refusing to follow directions or comply with the master’s request.

The Slave Bill refusing to help punish Frederick Douglass.
	Willfully not following directions impacted overall production and slave/master relationship.
	Physical Abuse.

Kicked in the side and using a hickory stick hit Douglass in the head giving him a large wound. 
	Douglass

	Frederick Douglass physically attacking his current master.


	Illegal for a slave to attack a white man.  
	Possible physical attack back or worse death.
	Douglass


BASIC ANALYTICAL PARAGRAPH FRAME/OUTLINE
Directions: Write a structured paragraph including evidence and analysis from the E.A.R.S. chart. Using the focus question, create a topic sentence or thesis statement (the main point of your paragraph).  Be sure to include transition words.
Lesson Focus Question: 


 
How did slave resistance impact the southern plantation and economy?         
Topic Sentence/ Thesis statement: ___________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Evidence (Category) 1:___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Evidence (Category) 2:___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Evidence (Category) 3:___________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

        Analysis: These methods of slave resistance impacted the southern plantation and economy by 


_____________________________________________________________________________


_____________________________________________________________________________

   ______________________________________________________________________________

Concluding statement: ___________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________
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