American Democracy in Word and Deed
MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

11th Grade Lesson: “Origins of WWII-National Consensus”
Developed by:  Jenny DeAngelis, Karna Cruz, Thatcher Palmer, Lorie Johnson
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
Unit 7, Chapters 16-17:   

WWII
Lesson Focus Question: 


How did the U.S. become increasingly involved economically and politically in WWII prior to the bombing of Pearl Harbor?

Lesson Working Thesis: 
As it moved from the Neutrality Acts to the Cash and Carry policy to the Lend Lease Act, the United States became increasingly politically and economically involved in WWII prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor.

Reading and Writing Strategy/ies:


· READING Strategy: 
· Power Point Cloze Paragraph (students fill in blanks as PowerPoint is presented) with analysis and discussion of political cartoons shown.

· WRITING Strategy: Working with writing components (Thesis, Evidence, Analysis) through a framed paragraph at completion of PowerPoint
Lesson Assessment:

We will be giving students the framed paragraph worksheet at the completion of the PPT to use in assessment. Students will be using the information presented in the PPT to complete a paragraph regarding the U.S. involvement in the war prior to the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 
Suggested Amount of Time: 

1 class period (block)/2 class periods (standard)
Textbook:
Danzer, Gerald et al. The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21st Century. Evanston, Illinois: McDougal Littell Inc., 2006, Chapter 16   Section 4 pp. 550-557
Primary Source Citation:

· Dr. Seuss Political Cartoons: Neutrality Acts, Cash and Carry, Lend Lease Act (included in PPT)

· Lend Lease Map and Aid Chart 

Context of the lesson in the unit (and its connection to American Democracy in Word and Deed): 
Students will have reviewed material in Chapter 16, Sections 1-3 regarding WWII and the developments in the war throughout the world while being aware of the effects these developments had on the U.S. 

Lesson Procedure: 
1.  Introduction

· Step One: Teacher’s Discretion: Journal, Discussion, Think/Pair/Share of class. How did the United States get involved in WWII? Review responses and discuss how what most students think might not be true; the U.S. got involved in several ways before we actually got “involved”.

· Step Two: Explain how we were part of several acts and policies prior to the bombing of Pearl Harbor, and that we will be examining those policies today in our PPT and writing strategy.

· Pass out Cloze Paragraph outline for students to fill in as PPT is presented.

2. Reading Strategy 

· First, students will follow along with PPT as info is presented and discussed among teacher and students.

· Step Two: students will fill in information into Cloze Paragraph as we continue with PPT.
· Step Three: teacher will guide students into discussion using Primary Source Analysis questions while examining the political cartoons in PPT. Students can answer questions verbally, in notebooks, or on Cloze Paragraph W/S.

3. Writing Strategy

· Teacher will pass out framed paragraph worksheet.

· Teacher will explain directions to class

· Class will read passage together aloud together prior to beginning work. 

· Teacher will monitor students as they work individually on paragraphs.

History-Social Science Content Standards:
11.7 Students analyze America's participation in World War II. 
1. Examine the origins of American involvement in the war, with an emphasis on the events that precipitated the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:
Historical Interpretation
1. Students understand the meaning, implication, and impact of historical events and recognize that events could have taken other directions. 
2. Students conduct cost-benefit analyses and apply basic economic indicators to analyze the aggregate economic behavior of the U.S. economy. 

Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:
Expository Critique
2.6 
Critique the power, validity, and truthfulness of arguments set forth in public documents; their appeal to both friendly and hostile audiences; and the extent to which the arguments anticipate and 
address reader concerns and counterclaims (e.g., appeal to reason, to authority, to pathos and emotion). 

1.0 Writing Strategies

Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument. The writing demonstrates students' awareness of the audience and purpose and progression through the stages of the writing process. 

Organization and Focus
1.1 
Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, or descriptive writing assignments.
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The Main Idea
•In a sentence, what is the main idea of these notes?
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• Focus Question:______________________________________________________________________
•How would you answer the Focus Question?

Name:






U.S. Involvement in World War II prior to Pearl Harbor
Background: As Europe became increasingly involved in World War II, Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Congress struggled with the question of whether the U.S. should get involved in World War II and in what means that involvement would require, if any. 
Expectations: Answer the question below by completing the framed paragraph that has been provided for you.

-Be sure to have an introduction, body, and conclusion to your paragraph.
-Use complete sentences, and be sure to finish any sentences that have been left unfinished.

-And don’t forget to indent!

Question:  How did the U.S. become increasingly involved economically and politically in World War II prior (before) to the bombing of Pearl Harbor?
(Introduction)
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Another example is 
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Finally, 
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(Conclusion)
In conclusion, 
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