American Democracy in Word and Deed
MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

5th Grade Lesson: “The Townsend Acts and the rise of  Homespun” 
Developed by:  Jennifer Brouhard, Mona Lisa Ricard, Jamie Cairns, Lori Bergman, Bobby Lee
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
Unit 4, Chapters 8 & 9:  
The American Revolution
Unit 4 Focus Question:


How did the British laws and acts of the 1760s and 1770s influence the colonists?
Unit Working Thesis:


Anger over the British policies led most of the colonists to demand representation in Parliament and protest what they thought were unfair laws and taxation, which ultimately led them come together and push for independence.

Lesson Focus Question: 



How was consumption and production a response to the Townsend Acts?
Lesson Working Thesis: 


Production and consumption, in particular, the rise of homespun manufacture, was a political response to the Townsend Acts.
Reading and Writing Strategy/ies:


· READING Strategy: Sentence level (Sentence Deconstruction of a primary source document: Made in America, Essex Gazette Article May 1769); “Reading” and analyzing a secondary source (evidence and argument, key words, keep it or junk it)
· WRITING Strategy:  Write paragraph with evidence in support of a claim that answers the question: How did consumption and production reflect political allegiance? Use Key Words (Keep It or Junk It) template to generate evidence that supports student claim. 
Lesson Assessment:

How will you gauge that students are learning the content or skills? Is there a written assessment you will use? Please write a short description that explains how you will assess student learning.

Students will be able to explain the Townsends Acts and how homespun was a response to them
Suggested Amount of Time: 

Two class periods (45 min.each)
Textbook:
The United States: Making a New Nation.  Orlando, Florida: Reflection Series, Harcourt 

School Publishers, 2007, Chapter 8, Lesson 2 pp 328 
Primary Source Citation:

“Made in America” article from page 1 of The Essex Gazette, Volume 1, Number 44, 23-30 May 1769

Context of the lesson in the unit (and its connection to American Democracy in Word and Deed): 
Students need to be familiar with the Townsend Acts and why they were imposed.
Lesson Procedure: 
1.  Introduction

· Pass out “Supporting the Boycott” to students

2. Reading Strategy 

· Read through “Supporting the Boycott”, pointing out to the students that the boycott was in response to the Townshend Acts. 
· Pass and do the sentence deconstruction of  “Supporting the Boycott” text

· Pass out “Made in America” and read aloud.  
· Have students circle verbs. 

· Discuss difficult or interesting words.
3. Writing Strategy

· Keep it Junk It
· Put words into categories:  Townshend Acts, home-spinning competitions , clothing products

· Words that don’t fit are junked

· Use words to made sentences i.e. For example …
· Then complete Writing Organizer - giving four sentences, one being an analysis
Homework: None
History-Social Science Content Standards:
5.5 Students explain the causes of the American Revolution. 
1. Understand how political, religious, and economic ideas and interests brought about the Revolution (e.g., resistance to imperial policy, the Stamp Act, the Townshend Acts, taxes on tea, Coercive Acts). 

Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:
      2.0 Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text
2.3 Discern main ideas and concepts presented in texts, identifying and assessing evidence that supports those ideas.
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MMade in America 
Text adapted from The Essex Gazette, Volume 1, Number 44, 23-30 May 1769

March 30.

I presume there never was a time when, or a place where, the spinning wheel could more influence the affairs of men than at present, in this and the neighbouring colonies. The following instances in the Colonies of the industry and frugality of American ladies must exalt their characters in the eyes of the world, and serve to show how greatly they are contributing to bring about the political Salvation of a whole continent. 

These Daughters of Liberty delight in each other's Company. They had agreed to make circular visits to each of their houses, and in order to excite emulation in serving their country, and promote temperance and industry, had determined to convert each visit into a spinning Match. They had also determined to have no entertainments but what is the produce of their own country, and to appear as much as possible clothed with our own manufactures, which are the effects of their own labour. 


Name 











Assignment: 




Breaking Down the Text: 














	Preposition/Time Marker
	Subject
	Action
	Who or what is getting the action
	Questions/Conclusions

	I presume there never was a time when or a place where

	
	
	
	

	
	The Spinning Wheel
	 could
	more influence the affairs of men
	

	Than at the present

	
	
	
	

	In this and neighboring colonies.

	
	
	
	


TEACHER KEY
Breaking Down the Text: 














	Preposition/Time Marker
	Subject
	Action
	Who or what is getting the action
	Questions/Conclusions

	
	The following instances in the colonies of the industry and frugality of American Ladies
	must exalt

	their characters in the eyes of the world
	

	
	
	and to serve to show
	how greatly they are contributing
	

	
	
	to bring about
	the political  Salvation of a whole continent.
	


TEACHER KEY
Breaking Down the Text: 














	Preposition/Time Marker
	Subject
	Action
	Who or what is getting the action
	Questions/Conclusions

	
	These daughters of liberty
	delight
	in each other’s company.
	

	
	They
	had agreed to make
	circular visits to each of their houses,
	

	in order


	
	to excite emulation

	in serving their country,
	

	
	
	and promote
	temperance and industry,
	

	
	
	determined to convert

	each visit into a Spinning match.
	


TEACHER KEY
Breaking Down the Text: 














	Preposition/Time Marker
	Subject
	Action
	Who or what is getting the action
	Questions/Conclusions

	
	They 
	had also determined to have
	no entertainments but what is the produce of their own country,
	

	
	
	and to appear as much as possible
	clothed with our own manufactures,
	

	
	
	which are 

	the effects of their own labour.
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	Preposition/Time Marker
	Subject
	Action
	Who or what is getting the action
	Questions/Conclusions

	I presume there never was a time when or a place where
	
	
	
	

	
	the Spinning Wheel
	 
	more influence the affairs of men
	

	than at the present

	
	
	
	

	In this and neighboring colonies
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Breaking Down the Text: 
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page 2

	Preposition/Time Marker
	Subject
	Action
	Who or what is getting the action
	Questions/Conclusions

	
	The following instances in the colonies of the industry and frugality of American Ladies
	
	their characters in the eyes of the world
	

	
	
	
	how greatly they are contributing
	

	
	
	
	the political  Salvation of a whole continent.
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Breaking Down the Text: ____Made in America 





_____page 3

	Preposition/Time Marker
	Subject
	Action
	Who or what is getting the action
	Questions/Conclusions

	
	These daughters of liberty
	
	in each other’s company
	

	
	They
	
	circular visits to each of their houses
	

	In order


	
	
	in serving their country
	

	
	
	
	temperance and industry
	

	
	
	
	each visit into a Spinning match
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Breaking Down the Text: 
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page 4
	Preposition/Time Marker
	Subject
	Action
	Who or what is getting the action
	Questions/Conclusions

	
	They 
	
	no entertainments but what is the produce of their own country.
	

	
	
	
	clothed with our own manufactures,
	

	
	
	
	the effects of their own labour.
	


Name: 
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Focus question:  How was consumption and production a response to the Townshend Acts?
Key words (Keep It or Junk It)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Consumption and production of homespun cloth was a response to the Townshend Acts.
	For example,
	Also,
	Finally,

	
	
	


	Topic Sentence:



	Evidence/detail:


	Evidence/detail:
	Evidence/detail:

	Analysis: Why would that be important?



	Concluding Sentence:

	Consumption and production of homespun cloth was a response to the Townshend Acts.


	Townshend Acts

	Homespinning
	Clothing products

	For example,


	Also,
	Finally,

	Analysis:



	Conclusion:




Made in America (Shortened)
Article from page 1 of The Essex Gazette, Volume 1, Number 44, 23-30 May 1769

March 30.

… I presume there never was a Time when, or a Place where, the Spinning Wheel could more influence the Affairs of Men, than at present, in this and the neighbouring Colonies; --- or sooner produce a golden Age. The following Relations and Instances amongst a multitude of others, in all the Colonies, of the Industry and Frugality, of American Ladies, must exalt their Characters in the Eyes of the World, and serve to shew how greatly they are contributing to bring about the political Salvation of a whole continent…
…I was still more pleased with the Ladies Company, (when by Inquiry) I had learnt more of their Love of Liberty, and strict Attachment to their Country's Welfare, and of their Determination of preserving in such laudable Exercise and good Oeconomy, as is a Credit to the fair Sex, and an Honour to America. For I found that, as these Daughters of Liberty delight in each other's Company, they had agreed to make circular Visits to each of their Houses, and in order to excite Emulation in serving their Country, promoting Temperance and Industry, had determined to convert each Visit into a spinning Match, and to have no Entertainments but what is the Produce of their own Country ; and to appear as much as possible clothed with our own Manufactures, and that more especially which is the Effects of their own Labour… 

March 31.

…As a Proof that the Daughters of Liberty in this Town, are not less zealous in promoting American Manufactures, and the Cause of constitutional Liberty, than those of Newport, I can assure you that eighteen Ladies, of good Fashion and Character, of this Town, and two from Newport, met on Monday last at the House of Mr. James Carr, junr. in order to try their Dexterity, at a spinning Match : And notwithstanding one was but eleven Years old…
…I will only observe to the Honour of the above mentioned twenty in particular, and the fair Sex in general, that were the Gentlemen really as sincere, and as much in earnest in promoting Frugality, Industry, and all other Virtues, as the Ladies are, there is not the least Doubt, but we should soon free ourselves from the Burthens with which we are now oppress'd, and lay the Foundation of American Liberty on a Basis not to be shaken by any Power on Earth!" 
…To the Honour of those Ladies, it ought to be mentioned, that they refused the Regale of the destructive Bohea, and were most of them dressed in Cloths of their own spinning, and the others are resolutely determined to follow the laudable example as soon as possible.

April 1.

…The Ladies were all decently clad in Homespun, the Manufacture of their own Town ; who like true Female Patriots, shewed by their Conduct, that they despised to dress with the Manufactures of a Country that is endeavouring to enslave us. 
It also appeared, that a Female Patriotism was predominant in their Conduct, when the Tea Table was introduced ; for instead of making use of any foreign Tea, (which is become more nauseous since loaded with an unconstitutional Tax,) they substituted a Tea 
the Growth of that Town, called Ever-Green, which for its pleasant Flavour, and many excellent Qualities, is preferred by many to the best Green Tea.
Michael Zakim, “Sartorial Ideologies: From Homespun to Ready-Made,” The American Historical Review 106, no. 5 (Dec. 2001), p. 1553-86.

“The elevation of homespun to a political ideology in America on the eve of independence was an especially striking expression of the wider social implications of dress. Breaking flax and shearing sheep, and then transforming the raw fibers into cloth through a chain of tasks mobilizing the entire family, rehearsed the republican credo of propertied independence. When yeomen donned the coarse products of their home industry, they embodied an equally republican frugality. In both instances, the homespun constituted a conscious opposition to British luxury and corruption. In so doing, it also bridged the dual meaning of "domestic manufactures"—tying the productive efforts of the household to those of the nation—thus also becoming a most tangible expression of the citizen's attachment to the public's happiness.”
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Frontispiece: A Spinning Machine. An exciting vision of the homespun future, as presented in 1775 in the Pennsylvania Magazine, edited by Tom Paine. Courtesy of the William L. Clements Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
Women played a role in resisting. They formed their own group, known as the Daughters of Liberty. In Rhode Island, members of the group began spinning and weaving cloth for sale in place of British cloth. The cloth was so popular that the women chose a large place to make it—the city courthouse!

Supporting the Boycott

To support the boycott against British goods, sewing groups sprang up all over the colonies. Much of the spinning, weaving, and sewing was done by girls. Twelve-year-old Anna Green was part of a sewing group at her church in Boston. Each morning, as the minister read from the Bible, Anna worked away at the spinning wheel.

[image: image1.png]. March. 30. Tt was early conceived, by the mioft fagacious and
knowing Nations, that a Number of Females had always determined
the Condition of Men, by means of their Spinnin :Wheels : And
Virgil intimates, that the Golden Age advanced flower; or fafter,
#as they frun. ¥ §

€ Talia fwela, fuis dixerunt, currite Fufis
= == se-co-Parcee,”

And had the Ladies, in every Age finee, ruled in this laudable
‘Way, perhaps fm¢ nations would be in ‘a far better State than
they now are; but be that as it will, I prefume there never was
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influence the ARairs of Men, than at prefent, in this find the
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Fifteen-year-old Charity Clark spun wool at her home in New York City. In a letter to her cousin in Britain, she wrote, “Heroines may not distinguish themselves at the head of an Army, but freedom [will] also be won by a fighting army of [women] . . . armed with spinning wheels.”

 Would you have been willing to work in support of the boycott?
*Charity Clark. We Were There, Too! Young People in U.S. History by Philip Hoose. Melanie Kroupa Books, 2001.
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Breaking Down the Text: 













	Preposition/Time Marker
	Subject
	Action
	Who or what is getting the action
	Questions/Conclusions

	To support the boycott against British goods

	sewing groups

	sprang up
	all over the colonies.
	

	Much of

	the spinning, weaving, and sewing
	was
	done by girls.
	

	
	Twelve-year-old Anna Green
	was
	part of a sewing group at her church in Boston.
	

	Each morning, as the minister read from the Bible,

	Anna
	worked away
	at the spinning wheel.


	

	At her home in New York City
	fifteen-year-old Charity Clark
	spun
	Wool. 
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	Preposition/Time Marker
	Subject
	Action
	Who or what is getting the action
	Questions/Conclusions

	In a letter to her cousin in Britain,

	she
	wrote
	
	

	
	“Heroines
	may not distinguish
	themselves at the head of an Army,
	

	but
	freedom
	[will] also be won
	by a fighting army of [women] . . . 


	

	
	
	armed
	with spinning wheels.”
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	To support the boycott against British goods
	sewing groups
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	all over the colonies.
	

	Much of

	the spinning, weaving, and sewing
	was
	done by girls.
	

	
	Twelve-year-old Anna Green
	was
	part of a sewing group at her church in Boston.
	

	Each morning, as the minister read from the Bible,
	Anna
	worked away
	at the spinning wheel.


	

	At her home in New York City
	fifteen-year-old Charity Clark
	spun
	wool. 
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	Preposition/Time Marker
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	Who or what is getting the action
	Questions/Conclusions

	In a letter to her cousin in Britain,

	she
	wrote
	
	

	
	“Heroines
	may not distinguish
	themselves at the head of an Army,
	

	but
	freedom
	[will] also be won
	by a fighting army of [women] . . . 


	

	
	
	armed
	with spinning wheels.”

	


NAME______________________
Choose the best analysis sentence:

1. The Townshend Acts taxed tea, glass, paper, clothing, and lead.

2. The response to the Townshend Acts helped the colonists unite and organize    

     themselves to rebel against the British.

3.  The response to the Townshend Acts was justified.

4.  The rise of homespun manufacture was a response to the Townshend Acts. 

