Teaching American History for All

MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

8th Grade Lesson: “Defining the Rights of Citizens Within State Constitutions” 

Developed by:  Angela La Torre, Brendan Hurd, Candace Chen, and Marjorie Briner

Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How did definitions of citizenship change from the 17th century to the 20th century?

8th Grade Year-long Focus Questions:  

How did federalism shape the roles of the national and state governments?

Unit Focus:  


Federalism, popular sovereignty, and defining citizens’ civil rights within state 
            constitutions

Lesson Focus Question:



How did state constitutions define the rights of citizens?
Lesson Working Thesis:


The state constitutions defined the rights of citizens differently reflecting the values and beliefs of the inhabitants of each state.  These values are evident in the different requirements for voting, requirements for holding office, and the relationship between religion and citizens’ civil rights in the states.

Reading Strategy:


1. Passage level –Classifying, Functional Grammar, and sentence completion –focusing on federalism.(pgs. 5-7, key p. 24)

2. Primary Source Documents & Analysis Chart –focusing on state constitutions, and examining similarities and differences between the states.  (pgs. 8-16, key pgs. 25-27)
Writing Strategy:


1. Thesis Sentence Development Activities: Part 1 and Part 2 (pgs. 17-18, key p. 28)
            2. Choosing Evidence Activity (p. 19, key p. 29) 

Suggested Amount of Time: 


4 -5 days
Textbook:

Deverell, William and White, Deborah Gray. United States History: Independence to 1914. Orlando, Florida: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 2006, Chapter 4, Forming a Government, pages 110-139.
Other Resources:



Primary source excerpts of state constitutions for Massachusetts, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, Virginia, and South Carolina

Context of the lesson in the unit: 

This lesson connects with the development of the Articles of Confederation and the 

creation of the U.S. Constitution.  This lesson emphasizes the idea of popular 

sovereignty, federalism and states’ rights.

Concept of citizenship embedded in the lesson:


Through the use of the state constitutions, students will be able to analyze the rights and 

limitations of citizenship in the early United States.

Lesson Procedure: 

Day One:

1.  Introduction

· Step One:  The teacher will introduce the topic.  Discuss the terms “rights” and “citizenship.”  Connect to previous lessons of colonial America, as well as to current times.

· Step Two: The teacher will introduce the Lesson Focus Question, “How did state constitutions define the rights of citizens?  The teacher will explain to the students that over the next several days, as a class, they will be analyzing state constitutions of the 1770’s - 1780’s to determine the rights of citizens as our nation was forming.  

· Step Three: Pass out the Reading Strategy, entitled, “The Living Constitution” (p. 5, photocopy as a single page) and the Sentence Deconstruction Activity (pgs. 6-7, key p. 24.  Photocopy as a double-sided activity with the chart on one side and the content questions on the other side).
2. Passage Level Reading Strategy 

· Step One:  The teacher will guide and read the excerpt “The Living Constitution” as a whole class. (p. 5)
· Step Two:  The teacher will lead the students through “The Living Constitution” Sentence Deconstruction Activity Chart (p. 6, key p. 24).  The teacher will fill in the missing information on an overhead, as the students follow along on their own charts. 

· Step Three:  The students will review the Sentence Deconstruction Activity Chart and “The Living Constitution” excerpt, and they will complete the three content questions (p.7).  Students will share their responses with a peer, and then share out as a whole class.
HW:  Students will complete the content questions for homework, if necessary.  

Day Two: Primary Sources: State Constitutions Activity

· Step One:  The teacher will review the glossary terms with the students. (p. 8)

· Step Two:  Pass out the “Citizenship in the U.S. During the 1770’s & 1780’s” chart to the class.  (pgs. 14-15, key pgs. 25-27. Recommend photocopying onto larger paper).  Also, pass out a copy of The Constitution of Massachusetts, 1780 (p. 9)  

· Step Three:  As a class, the teacher will guide the students in completing the chart for Massachusetts.  The teacher will go over vocabulary and help the students with difficult terms.

Day Three:  Primary Sources: State Constitutions Activity

· Step One:  Divide the class into twelve equal groups.  Assign each group a state and a topic.  (Photocopy the four remaining state constitutions, pgs. 10-13). For example:  Group A: New Jersey –Voting Qualifications; Group B: New Jersey – Laws Established about Religion; etc.  The teacher will walk around and offer guidance.

· Step Two: The groups will share out their information.  This can be completed in several ways.  They can place their information on an overhead or a poster and share out to the entire class or the students can jigsaw and rotate in small groups.  The students will also write down the information from the groups’ presentations.
· Step Three:  Students will review the “Citizenship in the U.S. During the 1770’s & 1780’s” chart, and complete the analysis worksheet (p. 16).  Students will share their responses with a peer.  As a class, the teacher will lead an overall review discussion of the chart.

Days Four & Five:  Writing Activities
· Step One:  Thesis Sentence Development Activity (pgs. 17-18, key p. 28) – Pass out to students.  The teacher will guide students through this activity.  [Note: “Bing-Bang-Bongo” is a writing strategy to help students organize the thesis statement.  The Bing-Bang-Bongo thesis is formulaic; it lists the three main points that students will explain in the three corresponding body paragraphs. EX: Bing=first main idea, Bang=second main idea, and Bongo=third/last main idea].

· Step Two:  Selecting Evidence Activity (p. 19, key p. 29) – The teacher will guide students through this activity which focuses on selecting the best evidence to be included in a paragraph.
· Step Three:  Citizenship and State Constitutions Writing Prompt (p. 20)  –The teacher will guide students through this activity for one column.  Students work in pairs on the rest.

· Step Four:  Citizenship and State Constitutions Writing Prompt – The teacher will guide the students through the Writing Prompt (p. 4).  Students will complete the Five Paragraph Essay Format Outline (pgs. 21-23).  The teacher will guide the students with background information, and will explain how to complete each section of the outline.
· Step Five:  Citizenship and State Constitutions Essay – The students will use their notes and outline to write a five paragraph essay with evidence and analysis.   
History-Social Science Content Standards:

8.2.7. Describe the principles of federalism, dual sovereignty, separation of powers, checks and balances, the nature and purpose of majority rule, and the ways in which the American idea of constitutionalism preserves individual rights.
8.3.1 Analyze the principles and concepts codified in state constitutions between 1777 and 1781 that created the context out of which American political institutions and ideas developed. 
Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:

Historical Interpretation:

1.  Students explain the central issues and problems from the past, placing people and  

    events in a matrix of time and place.

2. Students explain the sources of historical continuity and how the combination of ideas 
 and events explain the emergence of new patterns.

Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:
2.4. Write justification compositions; include a well-defined thesis, detailed evidence and support.
Citizenship and State Constitutions

 Writing Prompt:
The Background: As the colonies broke from British rule and fought for their independence, they each wrote their own constitution. Each former colony differed in the powers and rights given to the new state government and its citizens.  The United States Constitution of 1787 created a system of Federalism under which certain powers were given to the national government, but all other powers were given to the states and the people. One of the key powers left to the states was defining the rights of citizens.  Each state defined these rights in its own way.
 Question:  How did state constitutions define the rights of citizens?

Thesis:  States used requirements such as residency, property ownership and religion to determine the rights of citizens.

Expectations:

• A neatly written and well organized outline or analyzing evidence worksheet

• An introductory paragraph that ends with the above “bing-bang-bongo” style  

   thesis.

• Three body paragraphs. Each paragraph should include 2 to 3 pieces of evidence and 
  analysis.

• Few grammatical or spelling errors.

Reading Strategy
The Living Constitution

Most Convention delegates wanted a strong national government. At the same time, they 

hoped to protect popular sovereignty, the idea that political authority belongs to the

people. Americans had boldly declared this idea in the Declaration of Independence.

Federalist Government

The delegates also wanted to balance the power of the national government with the 

powers of the states. Therefore, the delegates created federalism. Federalism is the 

sharing of power between a central government and the states that make up a country.


Under the Constitution, each state must obey the authority of the federal, or 

national, government. States have control over government functions not specifically 

assigned to the federal government. This included control of local government, education, 

the chartering of corporations, and the supervision of religious bodies. States also have 

the power to create and oversee civil and criminal law. States, however, must protect the 

welfare of their citizens.

United States History, Holt, 2006, p. 129.

Name___________________________________

The Living Constitution: Sentence Deconstruction Activity

	Time marker/ connector
	Who (subject)
	Action
	Who, What, Where
	What conclusions can you draw?

	
	Most convention delegates 
	wanted
	
	

	At the same time,
	they  (most convention delegates)
	hoped to protect
	
	Which people? Do the people get to participate directly?

	
	Americans
	had boldly declared
	
	

	
	The delegates
	also wanted
	
	

	Therefore,
	the delegates
	created 
	
	

	
	Federalism
	is
	
	

	Under the Constitution,
	each state
	must obey
	
	

	
	States
	have
	
	

	
	This
 (state control)
	included
	
	Who/What are “religious bodies?”

	
	States
	also have
	
	

	(however)
	States, 
	must protect 
	
	


Content Questions:


How does the Constitution distribute power between the federal and state governments?


What powers do the states have?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Language Question:


How is ‘popular sovereignty’ defined?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Critical Thinking Question:

Why did the delegates feel that it was necessary to create a system where power is shared between the federal and state governments?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Background Notes on the Constitutions: (for the Teacher)
As America prepared to declare independence from Britain, on May 10, 1776, the Continental Congress advised the colonies to write their own constitutions and transform themselves from colonies to independent states. Most states wrote them right away – a few of the ones included here are from 1776. These first constitutions were written by the state assemblies, and these state constitutions were experiments in how to construct a written constitution. In fact, the states would rework them in the next decade with conventions specially organized for that purpose.

Many of these first constitutions were written before even the Articles of Confederation in 1777. The Articles created a weak national government which gave the states a lot of power at their discretion. These state constitutions therefore more of an impact on people than the Articles. 

This packet presents only excerpts from some of these states’ constitutions. All the constitutions provided for an elected legislature and some judicial system. Most constitutions began with a lengthy bill of rights, protecting religion, speech, life, and property. Many of these would end up in the Bill of Rights, which was ratified in 1791, as people felt the US Constitution lacked protection of these rights. 

Of the new states, Pennsylvania had the most radical constitution, creating a unicameral legislature, without a governor or senate. Executive power was vested in a council, elected separately from the representatives, and a president chosen by the representatives. The state also had no property qualifications for voting or for holding office. While it may be tempting to think of this radicalism as reflective of a northern egalitarianism in contrast to southern elitism, note that Massachusetts had one of the most conservative constitutions. The constitutions did reflect the different socio-economic pressures in each state as Massachusetts’ leaders were nervous about bouts of unrest and sought to make sure the government wouldn’t be filled with those rabble-rousers. Pennsylvania soon followed suit in 1790 and changed its constitution to be more conservative and call for a bicameral legislature and a governor with veto power.
While state constitutions varied and evolved, they were largely more democratic than what had come before. For example, legislatures were of increased size, thus allowing more representation across geographical areas. These constitutions were also then the frame of reference for many of the authors of the US Constitution. The Massachusetts constitution of 1780 would serve as a main model for the US Constitution. The ideas of creating a mixed government and of including a Bill of Rights certainly reflected the practice the framers had with state constitutions.

Glossary of terms in the constitutions: (for the teacher to discuss with students)
Clear estate – property that is free of debt

Commonwealth – a body politic, especially one in which the whole people have a voice or an interest; equivalent to a state

Freehold or Freehold estate – land that is owned outright; not a tenancy or lease

Freeholder – a person who owns his/her own land

Full age – adult age, in these times it was 21 years old

House of Burgesses – Virginia’s colonial legislature; each representative was a Burgess

Parish – district with boundaries determined by the church

Privy Council – a group of advisors to the governor

Settled Estate – land that has been improved, especially that has buildings constructed on it

Tithes – head tax on people, rather than property

Town lot – property owned in a town

Legislative Bodies

	
	Lower House
	Upper House

	Massachusetts
	House of Representatives
	Senate

	New Jersey
	General Assembly
	Legislative Council

	Pennsylvania
	House of Representatives
	- none, only one house -

	Virginia
	House of Delegates
	Senate

	South Carolina
	House of Representatives
	Senate


Primary Sources Activity: State Constitutions

Constitution of Massachusetts, 1780

Voting Qualifications

Part II, Chapter 1, Section II, Article II: The Senators shall be chosen in the following manner, … every male inhabitant of twenty-one years of age and upwards, having a freehold estate within the Commonwealth, of the annual income of three pounds, or any estate of the value of sixty pounds, shall have a right to give in his vote for the Senators for the district of which he is an inhabitant.

Part II, Chapter 1, Section III, Article IV: Every male person, being twenty-one years of age, and resident in any particular town in this Commonwealth for the space of one year next preceding, having a freehold estate within the same town, of the annual income of three pounds, or any estate of the value of sixty pounds, shall have a right to vote in the choice of a Representative or Representatives for the said town.

Laws Established About Religion

Part I, Article II: It is the right as well as the duty of all men in society, publicly, and at stated seasons, to worship the SUPREME BEING, the great creator and preserver of the universe. And no subject shall be hurt, molested, or restrained, in his person, liberty, or estate, for worshipping GOD in the manner and season most agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience; or for his religious profession or sentiments; provided he [does] not disturb the public peace, or obstruct others in their religious worship.

Part I, Article III: [T]he legislature shall, from time to time, authorize and require, the several towns, parishes, precincts, and other bodies-politic, or religious societies, to make suitable provision, at their own expense, for the institution of the public worship of GOD, and for the support and maintenance of public protestant teachers of piety, religion and morality, in all cases where such provision shall not be made voluntarily. … And every denomination of Christians, [conducting] themselves peaceably, and as good subjects of the Commonwealth, shall be equally under the protection of the law: And no subordination of any one sect or denomination to another shall ever be established by law.

Who Can Hold Political Office
Part II, Chapter 1, Section II, Article V: [N]o person shall be capable of being elected as a Senator, who [does not own] a freehold within this Commonwealth, of the value of three hundred pounds at least, or possessed of personal estate to the value of six hundred pounds at least, or of both to the amount of the same sum, and who has not been an inhabitant of this Commonwealth for the space of five years immediately preceding his election, and, at the time of his election, he shall be an inhabitant in the district, for which he shall be chosen.

Part II, Chapter 1, Section III, Article III: Every member of the House of Representatives shall be chosen by written votes; and for one year at least next preceding his election shall have been an inhabitant of, and have been seized in his own right of a freehold of the value of one hundred pounds within the town he shall be chosen to represent, or any [taxable] estate to the value of two hundred pounds; and he shall cease to represent the said town immediately on his ceasing to be qualified as aforesaid.

Part II, Chapter 2, Section I, Article II: The Governor shall be chosen annually: And no person shall be eligible to this office, unless at the time of his election, he shall have been an inhabitant of this Commonwealth for seven years next preceding; and unless he shall, at the same time, be seized in his own right, of a freehold within the Commonwealth, of the value of one thousand pounds; and unless he shall declare himself to be of the Christian religion.

Part II, Chapter VI, Article I: Any person chosen Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Counselor, Senator, or Representative, and accepting the trust, shall, before he proceed to execute the duties of his place or office, make and subscribe the following declaration,

"I, … do declare, that I believe the Christian religion, and have a firm persuasion of its truth; and that I am seized and possessed, in my own right, of the property required by the Constitution as one qualification for the office or place to which I am elected."

http://www.nhinet.org/ccs/docs/ma-1780.htm 

Constitution of New Jersey, 1776

Voting Qualifications 

Article IV: That all inhabitants of this Colony, of full age, who are worth fifty pounds, … clear estate in the same, and have resided within the county in which they claim a vote for twelve months immediately preceding the election, shall be entitled to vote for Representatives in Council and Assembly; and also for all other public officers, that shall be elected by the people of the county at large.

Laws Established About Religion

Article XVIII: That no person shall ever, within this Colony, be deprived of the inestimable privilege of worshipping Almighty God in a manner, agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience; nor, under any presence whatever, be compelled to attend any place of worship, contrary to his own faith and judgment; nor shall any person, within this Colony, ever be obliged to pay tithes, taxes, or any other rates, for the purpose of building or repairing any other church or churches, place or places of worship, or for the maintenance of any minister or ministry, contrary to what he believes to be right, or has deliberately or voluntarily engaged himself to perform.

Article XIX: That there shall be no establishment of any one religious sect in this Province, in preference to another; and that no Protestant inhabitant of this Colony shall be denied the enjoyment of any civil right, merely on account of his religious principles.

Who Can Hold Political Office
Article III: [T]he counties shall … choose one person, to be a member of the Legislative Council of this Colony, who shall be, and have been, for one whole year next before the election, an inhabitant and freeholder in the county in which he is chosen, and worth at least one thousand pounds, … of real and personal estate, within the same county; that, at the same time, each county shall also choose three members of Assembly; provided that no person shall be entitled to a seat in the said Assembly unless he be, and have been, for one whole year next before the election, an inhabitant of the county he is to represent, and worth five hundred pounds, … in real and personal estate, in the same county. 

Article VII: That the Council and Assembly jointly, at their first meeting after each annual election, shall, by a majority of votes, elect some fit person within the Colony, to be Governor for one year.

Article XIX: All persons, professing a belief in the faith of any Protestant sect. who shall [conduct]  themselves peaceably under the government, as hereby established, shall be capable of being elected into any office of profit or trust, or being a member of either branch of the Legislature.
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/states/nj15.htm

Constitution of Pennsylvania, 1776

Voting Qualifications 

Article VII: That all elections ought to be free; and that all free men having a sufficient evident common interest with, and attachment to the community, have a right to elect officers, or to be elected into office.

Section 6: Every freemen of the full age of twenty-one years, having resided in this state for the space of one whole Year next before the day of election for representatives, and paid public taxes during that time, shall enjoy the right of an elector: Provided always, that sons of freeholders of the age of twenty-one years shall be entitled to vote although they have not paid taxes.

Laws Established About Religion

Article II: That all men have a natural and unalienable right to worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences and understanding: And that no man ought or of right can be compelled to attend any religious worship, or erect or support any place of worship, or maintain any ministry, contrary to, or against, his own free will and consent: Nor can any man, who acknowledges the being of a God, be justly deprived or abridged of any civil right as a citizen, on account of his religious sentiments or peculiar mode of religious worship: And that no authority can or ought to be vested in, or assumed by any power whatever, that shall in any case interfere with, or in any manner control, the right of conscience in the free exercise of religious worship.

Who Can Hold Political Office
Section 7: The house of representatives of the freemen of this commonwealth shall consist of persons most noted for wisdom and virtue, to be chosen by the freemen of every city and county of this commonwealth respectively. And no person shall be elected unless he has resided in the city or county for which he shall be chosen two years immediately before the said election; nor shall any member, while he continues such, hold any other office, except in the militia.

Section 8: No person shall be capable of being elected a member to serve in the house of representatives of the freemen of this commonwealth more than four years in seven.

Section 10: And each member, before he takes his seat, shall make and subscribe the following declaration: “I do believe in one God, the creator and governor of the universe, the rewarder of the good and the punisher of the wicked. And I do acknowledge the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be given by Divine inspiration.” And no further or other religious test shall ever hereafter be required of any civil officer or magistrate in this State.

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/states/pa08.htm 

Constitution of Virginia, 1776

Voting Qualifications 

Bill of Rights, Section 6: That elections of members to serve as representatives of the people, in assembly, ought to be free; and that all men, having sufficient evidence of permanent common interest with, and attachment to, the community, have the right of suffrage, and cannot be taxed or deprived of their property for public uses, without their own consent, or that of their representatives so elected, nor bound by any law to which they have not, in like manner, assembled, for the public good.

Constitution: The right of suffrage in the election of members for both Houses shall remain as exercised at present.

1762 Act for directing and better regulating the elections of Burgesses, Article IV: [E]very person shall have a right to vote at any election of Burgesses for any county who has a freehold … in at least fifty acres of land, if no settlement be made upon it, or twenty-five acres, with a plantation and house … at least twelve feet square, in his possession, or in the possession of his tenant or tenants, for term of years, … in the same county where he gives such vote.

Article VII: And be it further enacted, That no [woman, single or married], infant under the age of twenty-one, [non-Protestant], convict, or any person convicted in Great Britain or Ireland, during the time for which he is transported, nor any free negro, mulatto, or Indian, although such persons be freeholders, shall have a vote … at any election of burgesses, or [be] capable of being elected.

Laws Established About Religion

Section 16: That religion, or the duty which we owe to our Creator, and the manner of discharging it, can be directed only by reason and conviction, not by force or violence; and therefore all men are equally entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the dictates of conscience; and that it is the mutual duty of all to practice Christian forbearance, love, and charity towards each other.

Who Can Hold Political Office
Bill of Rights, Section 4: That no man, or set of men, are entitled to exclusive or separate [salaries] or privileges from the community, but in consideration of public services; which, not being [inheritable], neither ought the offices of magistrate, legislator, or judge to be hereditary.

Constitution: The legislative shall be formed of two distinct branches, who, together, shall be a complete Legislature. They shall meet once, or oftener, every year, and shall be called, The General Assembly of Virginia. One of these shall be called, The House of Delegates, and consist of two Representatives, to be chosen for each county, … annually, of such men as actually reside in, and are freeholders of the same, or duly qualified according to law.

The other shall be called The Senate, and consist of twenty-four members… for whose election, the different counties shall be divided into twenty-four districts; and each county of the respective district, at the time of the election of its Delegates, shall vote for one Senator, who is actually a resident and freeholder within the district, or duly qualified according to law, and is upwards of twenty-five years of age.

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/states/va05.htm
1762 Act for directing and better regulating the elections of Burgesses from William Hening, The Statutes at Large: Being a Collection of All the Laws of Virginia, From the First Session of the Legislature, in the Year 1619, vol. 7.

Constitution of South Carolina, 1780

Voting Qualifications 

Article XIII: The qualification of electors shall be that every free white man, and no other person, who acknowledges the being of a God, and believes in a future state of rewards and punishments, and who has attained to the age of one and twenty years, and has been a resident and an inhabitant in this State for the space of one whole year, … and has a freehold at least of fifty acres of land, or a town lot, [for] at least six months previous to [the] election, or has paid a tax the preceding year … equal to the tax on fifty acres of land, … shall be deemed a person qualified to vote for, and shall be capable of electing, a representative or representatives to serve as a member or members in the senate and house of representatives, for the parish or district where he actually is a resident, or in any other parish or district in this State where he has the…freehold. 

Laws Established About Religion

Article XXXVIII: [All] persons and religious societies who acknowledge that there is one God, and a future state of rewards and punishments, and that God is publicly to be worshipped, shall be freely tolerated. The Christian Protestant religion shall be deemed, and is hereby constituted and declared to be, the established religion of this State. That all denominations of Christian Protestants in this State, [conducting] themselves peaceably and faithfully, shall enjoy equal religious and civil privileges. … And that every inhabitant of this State, when called to make an appeal to God as a witness to truth, shall be permitted to do it in that way which is most agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience. … No person shall, by law, be obliged to pay towards the maintenance and support of a religious worship that he does not freely join in, or has not voluntarily engaged to support. 

Who Can Hold Political Office
Article V: [T]he governor and lieutenant-governor shall have been residents of this State for ten years, and the members of the privy council five years, … and shall have in this State a settled plantation or freehold in their and each of their own right of the value of at least ten thousand pounds currency, clear of debt, and on being elected they shall respectively take an oath of qualification in the house of representatives.

Article XII: [N]o person shall be eligible to a seat in the said senate unless he be of the Protestant religion, and has attained the age of thirty years, and has been a resident in this State at least five years. … No person who resides in the parish or district for which he is elected shall take his seat in the senate, unless he possess a settled estate and freehold in his own right in the said parish or district of the value of two thousand pounds currency at least, clear of debt; and no non-resident shall be eligible to a seat in the said senate unless he is owner of a settled estate and freehold in his own right, in the parish or district where he is elected, of the value of seven thousand pounds currency at least, also clear of debt.

Article XIII: No person shall be eligible to sit in the house of representatives unless he be of the Protestant religion, and has been a resident in this State for three years previous to his election. The qualification of the elected, if residents in the parish or district for which they shall be returned, shall be the same as mentioned in the election act, and construed to mean clear of debt. But no non-resident shall be eligible to a seat in the house of representatives unless he is owner of a settled estate and freehold in his own right of the value of three thousand and five hundred pounds currency at least, clear of debt, in the parish or district for which he is elected.

Article XXI: And whereas the ministers of the gospel are by their profession dedicated to the service of God and the cure of souls, and ought not to be diverted from the great duties of their function, therefore no minister of the gospel or public preacher of any religious persuasion, while he continues in the exercise of his pastoral function, and for two years after, shall be eligible either as governor, lieutenant-governor, a member of the senate, house of representatives, or privy council in this State.
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/states/sc02.htm
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____________________________

Residency Requirements: ___________

____________________________

____________________________
	State Religion Requirements: _________

_______________________________

Acceptable Religion & Practices: ________ 
__________________________________________________________

Church Taxes Requirements:  _________

_____________________________

_____________________________

Religious Tolerance: ________________

_____________________________

_____________________________
	Age Requirements:__________________
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements: ________

_______________________________
Religion Requirements: _______________

_______________________________

Property Requirements: _______________

_______________________________ 

Financial/Money Requirements: __________

_______________________________

Residency Requirements: ______________

_______________________________

	STATE
	WHAT ARE THE VOTING QUALIFICATIONS?
	WHAT LAWS WERE
ESTABLISHED ABOUT RELIGION?
	WHO COULD HOLD A POLITICAL OFFICE?


	VIRGINIA
(Information comes from the Constitution of Virginia of 1776)

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/states/va05.htm

	Age Requirements:_______________
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements: _____

____________________________
Religion Requirements: ____________

________________________________________________________
Property Requirements: ____________

____________________________ 

Financial/Money Requirements: _______

________________________________________________________

Residency Requirements: ___________

____________________________

____________________________
	State Religion Requirements: _________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Acceptable Religion & Practices: ________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

Church Taxes Requirements:  _________

_____________________________

__________________________________________________________

Religious Tolerance: ________________

_____________________________

_____________________________
	Age Requirements:__________________
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements: ________

_______________________________
Religion Requirements: _______________

______________________________________________________________

Property Requirements: _______________

______________________________________________________________ 

Financial/Money Requirements: __________

______________________________________________________________

Residency Requirements: ______________

_______________________________

	SOUTH CAROLINA
(Information comes from the Constitution of South Carolina of 1780)

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/ avalon/states/sc02 .htm

	Age Requirements:_______________
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements: _____

________________________________________________________
Religion Requirements: ____________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Property Requirements: ____________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Financial/Money Requirements: _______

____________________________

Residency Requirements: ___________

____________________________

____________________________
	State Religion Requirements: _________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Acceptable Religion & Practices: ________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Church Taxes Requirements:  _________

_____________________________

__________________________________________________________

Religious Tolerance: ________________

_____________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
	Age Requirements:__________________
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements: ________

_______________________________
Religion Requirements: _______________

______________________________________________________________

Property Requirements: _______________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Financial/Money Requirements: __________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Residency Requirements: ______________

_______________________________


	 
	VOTING 

QUALIFICATIONS
	LAWS ESTABLISHED ABOUT RELIGION
	HOLDING A 

POLITICAL OFFICE

	ANALYSIS

What were the common requirements?

Why did the states have these requirements?

What were the differences?

Why did the requirements differ among the states?


	____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________









Name 




_______







Date


Per:



Thesis Statements in History Writing: Part I
The THESIS STATEMENT is part of the introduction.


1. It answers the prompt or essay question.


2. It contains the main ideas of your essay.


3. It clearly states the essay’s argument (your answer to the question) as fact.


4. It’s proven in your essay with details and data.

Practice:  Identify the following sentences by circling YES if it is a thesis statement or NO if it is not a thesis statement. Explain why it is or isn’t a thesis.
1. Essay Question:  Which cafeteria food best meets the needs of students?

A. Thesis: The nachos at our school taste really nasty.  I hate them.

Yes
No
Why











B. Thesis: Pizza is the best food because you can eat it with your hands.

Yes
No
Why











C. Thesis: A lunch that is nutritious, delicious and affordable is a turkey sandwich with a side salad.

Yes
No
Why











2. Essay Question:  What organized activity is most significant in the lives of young people?

A. Thesis:  Organized team sports are important because they instill discipline, good health, and teamwork in the lives of teens.

Yes
No
Why











B. Thesis: Fun is the most important thing to any young person and that is why they love paint ballin’.

Yes
No
Why











C. Thesis: Youth service groups, such as religious youth groups, 4-H, and the Boy Scouts, all make a meaningful difference to those teens who participate in them.

Yes
No
Why










3. Essay Prompt: How did British efforts to raise taxes spark the American Revolution?   

A. Thesis:  Acts of Parliament raised taxes on sugar and tea.

Yes
No
Why










B. Thesis:  American colonists revolted against higher taxes because they were not used to such strict regulations, thought taxes would hurt business, and believed that Great Britain had no right to tax them without their consent.

Yes
No
Why










C. Thesis:  Higher taxes led American colonists to revolt because they did not want to pay them.

Yes
No
Why










Thesis Statements in History Writing: Part II

BING-BANG-BONGO:  A simple formula for writing the thesis to introduce the three body paragraph topics very clearly.  Simple formulas are just that, simple.  As you become more adept at writing your theses may become more sophisticated.

EXAMPLE: 

Essay Question:  Why did pioneers risk hardship and disease to settle the western states?

Thesis:  Various western settlers were motivated by economic opportunities, religious freedom and the American belief of Manifest Destiny.

Create your own bing-bang-bongo thesis using the following:

Essay Question: How does the Constitution guard against tyranny?

- Free elections, freedom of speech, system of checks and balances

Practice:  Identify the following sentences by writing YES if it is a thesis statement and NO if it is not a thesis statement. Explain why it is or isn’t a thesis.

Essay Question:  How did states define the rights of citizens?

1. Depending on the state you lived in, you could not have citizenship for many reasons.

Yes
No
Why










2. The different states had different qualifications for citizenship.

Yes
No
Why










3. State constitutions outlined citizenship based on race and religion.

Yes
No
Why










4. States defined citizen’s rights based on wealth, religion and gender.

Yes
No
Why









5. In Massachusetts, if you were a 21 year old man with a 60 pound estate, you could vote.

Yes
No
Why









6.  States used requirements such as residency, property ownership and religion to determine the rights of citizens.

Yes
No
Why









7. Why was citizenship so important?  This essay will tell you why.

Yes
No
Why
















Name 

_______












Date


Per:



Selecting Evidence for History Writing

The thesis is the main idea and answers the prompt.  Each main point of your thesis statement should be supported by a paragraph in the body of your essay.  Each paragraph must have a topic sentence telling what the paragraph is about and evidence to support that statement.  Every sentence of the paragraph should support the topic sentence.  Choosing the best evidence will make your argument convincing to the reader.

Directions: Circle the evidence that best supports the thesis and relates to the topic sentence.

Essay Question:  What organized activity is most significant in the lives of young people?

Thesis:  Organized team sports are important because they instill discipline, good health, and teamwork  

             into the lives of teens.

Paragraph #1 Topic Sentence:  Team sports are a great source of discipline for teens.

a. Swimming is one of the best aerobic sports with minimal danger of injury.

b. Since sports require good grades and behavior records, teens involved in sports are less likely to 
    make poor choices. 

c. By being involved in a team sport, teens must organize their lives and time better. 

d. Exercise through practice and drill improves teen health.

e. Team sports such as soccer and baseball bring individuals together to work as a team.

Essay Question:  How did states define the rights of citizens?

Thesis:  States used requirements such as residency, property ownership, and religion to determine the 
             rights of citizens.

Paragraph #2 Topic Sentence: Owning property could be important to voting and holding office.

1. In Massachusetts, a person had to be 21 years old to vote.

2. Some property owners in the South had large plantations.

3. In Massachusetts, a citizen needed an estate worth 60 pounds to vote, but an estate worth 100 pounds to hold office.

4. There was no state-established religion in New Jersey.

5. In South Carolina, different property requirements applied to hold the offices of representative, senator or governor.

6. Pennsylvania guaranteed civil rights to all those who worshipped God.

7. In order to vote, a resident of South Carolina was required to have owned 50 acres or a town lot for six months, or to have paid taxes equal to the tax on 50 acres.

8. New Jersey required inhabitants to have 50 pounds clear estate to vote and 500 pounds clear estate to run for Assembly.
NAME_____________________________________
Citizenship and State Constitutions Writing Prompt:

Thesis:  States used requirements such as residency, property ownership and religion to determine the rights of citizens.
  Body Paragraph #1: 



Body Paragraph #2: 



  
Body Paragraph #3:
  Residency

    



Property Ownership



  
Religion

	Topic Sentence:


	Topic Sentence:

Owning property could be important to voting and holding office.
	Topic Sentence:



	Evidence/detail:


	Evidence/detail:
	Evidence/detail:

	Evidence/detail:


	Evidence/detail:
	Evidence/detail:

	Evidence/detail:


	Evidence/detail:
	Evidence/detail:

	Analysis: Why would that be important?


	Analysis: Why would that be important?
	Analysis: Why would that be important?


Conclusion (Thesis Rephrased):______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME_____________________________________
Five Paragraph Essay Format Outline

Don’t write many sentences-write words and phrases!!!!!

Essay Question: How did states define the rights of citizens?

Title:_____________________________________________________________
Introductory ¶
Historical Background: ________________________________________________                                                                                                                

(Explain the time period)
_________________________________________________________________

Explanation of the basics: _____________________________________________
(Introduce your topics and the events leading to them)

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________                                                                           
Thesis Statement: States used requirements such as residency, property ownership, and religion to determine the rights of citizens.

Body ¶ #1 Residency

Topic Sentence: Write this sentence out.
_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Evidence: __________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________

Evidence: __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Evidence: __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Analysis: __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Body ¶ #2 Property Ownership

Topic Sentence: Owning property could be important to voting and holding office.
Evidence: __________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Evidence: __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Evidence: __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________                                                                                                
Analysis: __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Body ¶ #3 Religion

Topic Sentence: Write this sentence out.
_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Evidence: __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Evidence: __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Evidence: __________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Analysis: __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Conclusion ¶  

Restate your thesis: Mention all three topics again and tie them into the essay question.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Review your analysis.  How do the three main points answer the essay question? Explain how they all relate to each other and to the thesis.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Relate your topic to a larger historical topic:  remind the reader of the general topic of the essay.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

TEACHER KEY 




The Living Constitution: Sentence Deconstruction Activity 

	Time marker/ connector
	Who (subject)
	Action
	Who, What, Where
	What conclusion can you draw? What questions do you have?

	
	Most convention delegates 
	wanted
	a strong national government.


	

	At the same time,
	They
 (most convention delegates)
	hoped to protect
	popular sovereignty, the idea that political authority belongs to the people.
	Which people? Do the people get to participate directly?

	
	Americans
	had boldly declared
	this idea (popular sovereignty) in the Declaration of Independence.
	

	
	The delegates
	also wanted
	to balance the power of the national government with the powers of the states.
	

	Therefore,
	the delegates
	created 
	 federalism.
	

	
	Federalism
	is
	the sharing of power between a central government and the states that make up a country. 
	

	Under the Constitution,
	each state
	must obey
	the authority of the federal, or 

national, government.
	

	
	States
	have
	control over government functions not specifically assigned to the federal government.
	

	
	This 
(state control)
	included
	control of local government, education, the chartering of corporations, and the supervision of religious bodies.
	Who/What are “religious bodies?”

	
	States
	also have
	the power to create and oversee civil and criminal law.
	

	(however)
	States, 
	must protect 
	the welfare of their citizens.
	


TEACHER KEY [page 1 of 3]                                  CITIZENSHIP IN THE U.S. DURING THE 1770’S & 1780’S
	STATE
	WHAT ARE THE VOTING QUALIFICATIONS?
	WHAT LAWS WERE ESTABLISHED ABOUT RELIGION?
	WHO COULD HOLD A POLITICAL OFFICE?

	MASSACHUSETTS

(Information comes from the Constitution of Massachusetts of 1780)

http://www.nhinet.org/ ccs/docs/ma-1780.htm
	Age Requirements: 21 years
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:  Male
Religion Requirements:  

Property Requirements: Freehold estate with income of 3 pounds or any estate worth 60 pounds to vote for Senate. Must own property in same town to vote for House.
Financial/Money Requirements:  Annual income of 3 pounds or a freehold estate worth 60 pounds to vote for Senate
Residency Requirements:   1 year in town to vote for House; no requirement for Senate 
	State Religion Requirements:  Right and duty to worship Supreme Being according to conscience.
Acceptable Religion & Practices:  Christians of different denominations are equal under law. 
Church Taxes Requirements:   People are taxed for public, Protestant worship and to maintain churches and fund religious educators. 
Religious Tolerance:  Christians of different denominations are equal under law.

 
	Age Requirements: 

Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:  Male 
Religion Requirements:  Christian 

Property Requirements:  Representative—freehold of 100 pounds or ratable estate of 200 pounds w/i town he shall represent. Senator—Freehold w/i commonwealth of 300 pounds or personal estate of 600 pounds or combination to total. Governor—Freehold w/i commonwealth of 1000 pounds.
Financial/Money Requirements:  Rep—Freehold of 100 pounds or ratable estate of 200 pounds. Senator: Personal estate 600 pounds or sum freehold/personal estate to sum. Gov—Must have freehold valued at 1000 pounds minimum.

Residency Requirements:  Rep—1 year. Senator—5 years.  Governor—7 years. 


	NEW JERSEY
(Information comes from the Constitution of New Jersey of 1776)

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/ avalon/states/nj15.htm
	Age Requirements: Full age
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:  

Religion Requirements: 
Property Requirements.
Financial/Money Requirements:  

 50 pounds, clear estate
Residency Requirements:  12 months

 
	State Religion Requirements:  No established religion

Acceptable Religion & Practices: All Protestant sects
Church Taxes Requirements: No compulsory attendance or required public worship.  No taxes for religion.

Religious Tolerance: All Protestant sects enjoy civil rights. 

 
	Age Requirements: 
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:
Religion Requirements:  Protestant sect.

Property Requirements: Legislative Council—Must be freeholder in county in which he is chosen  

Financial/Money Requirements: Leg Council: Must own property, real or personal, worth at least 1000 pounds within the county. Assembly: Must own property, real or personal, worth 500 pounds in same county as elected.  
Residency Requirements:  Leg Council: Inhabitant and freeholder of county 1 year.  
Other: Governor must be “some fit person” and is elected by Council and Assembly

	PENNSYLVANIA

(Information comes from the Constitution of Pennsylvania of 1776)

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/ avalon/states/pa08.htm
	Age Requirements: 21 years
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:  Free man 
Religion Requirements:   
Property Requirements: 
Financial/Money Requirements:  Must have paid taxes 1 year; sons of freeholders, age 21, may vote w/o having paid taxes. 
Residency Requirements:   1 year 
	State Religion Requirements:  None

Acceptable Religion & Practices: Free exercise of worship; cannot be compelled to attend any worship. 

Church Taxes Requirements:   

 Religious Tolerance:  Civil rights guaranteed to all who acknowledge the being of a God.  No one may interfere with another’s worship. 
	Age Requirements: 
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:  Free man

Religion Requirements:  Must take religious oath, believe in God and scriptures of Old and New Testament. 
Property Requirements:  

Financial/Money Requirements:  

Residency Requirements: 2 years 
Other: Must have wisdom and virtue. A representative cannot hold other offices, except military. Term limits exist.  

	[Key, p2 of 3]

STATE
	WHAT ARE THE VOTING QUALIFICATIONS?
	WHAT LAWS WERE ESTABLISHED ABOUT RELIGION?
	WHO COULD HOLD A POLITICAL OFFICE?

	VIRGINIA

(Information comes from the Constitution of Virginia of 1776)

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/states/va05.htm

	Age Requirements: 

Gender & Ethnicity Requirements: Male. No women, convicts, Negroes, Indians, or mulattos 

Religion Requirements:  No non-Protestants

Property Requirements:  Evidence of permanent, common interest. 50 acres unsettled, or 25 acres plantation settled (with house 12 ft square).

Financial/Money Requirements:  

Residency Requirements:  Property owner for 1 year, unless received by inheritance or marriage.

 
	State Religion Requirements:  No
Acceptable Religion & Practices:   
Church Taxes Requirements:   

Religious Tolerance:  Free exercise of religion according to conscience is protected. It is “mutual duty of all to practice Christian forbearance, love, and charity towards each other.”
 
	Age Requirements: Senator must be 25 years

Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:  Male

Religion Requirements:  

Property Requirements:  Rep: Must be freeholder in county being represented. Senator: Must be freeholder in district represented.

Financial/Money Requirements:    

Residency Requirements: Rep: Must live in county that is being represented. Senator: Must be resident and freeholder in district represented

Other: Not hereditary

	SOUTH CAROLINA

(Information comes from the Constitution of South Carolina of 1780)

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/ avalon/states/sc02 .htm

	Age Requirements: 21 years
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements: Free white man 
Religion Requirements:  Must acknowledge the being of God, believe in future state of rewards/punishments.

Property Requirements:  Freehold of 50 acres of land or a town lot for 6 months, or has paid tax equal to tax on 50 acres of land.
Financial/Money Requirements:  Own property or pay taxes equal to tax on 50 acres of land.

Residency Requirements: 1 year in state. Freehold owner in election district 6 months, or resident in election district 6 months and paid tax preceding year.
	State Religion Requirements:  Christian Protestant religion is established religion of state.

Acceptable Religion & Practices:  All denominations of Christian Protestant religions have equal legal privileges.
Church Taxes Requirements:   Cannot force a person to support religious worship involuntarily

Religious Tolerance:  Other religions are tolerated if they believe in one God.


	Age Requirements: Senate: 30 yrs. old

Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:  
Religion Requirements: Must be Protestant.  Ministers could not hold elected office.

Property Requirements:  Representative: No non-resident unless owns settled estate/ freehold of 3500 pounds clear of debt in district. Otherwise, same as in election act.

Senator: Settled estate/freehold in own right in district 2000 pounds, clear of debt; non-resident must have settled estate/freehold 7000 pounds.

Governor: Settled plantation or freehold in own right of 10,000 pounds, clear of debt.

Financial/Money Requirements:  Must have estates as valued above under property requirements.

Residency Requirements:  Rep: 3 years.  Senate: 5 years.  Governor: 10 years
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	  VOTING 

QUALIFICATIONS
	LAWS ESTABLISHED ABOUT RELIGION
	HOLDING A 

POLITICAL OFFICE

	ANALYSIS

What were the common requirements?

Why did the states have these requirements?

What were the differences?

Why did the requirements differ among the states?
	Many states required residency, property ownership, and/or wealth in order to vote. Men also had to be over the age of 21.

People believed that residency and owning property or wealth meant that a person had a stake in society and thus had an interest in voting for a good government. Wealth also meant a person was independent and his vote couldn’t be influenced. They wanted voters to be mature.

NJ allowed women who owned property to vote; PA didn’t require property in order to vote.

Each state had the power to determine its own requirements for voting, and each state chose its own way to do that. 


	Many states emphasized religious tolerance and the ability to worship without interference from others, but also made believing in one God, or the Christian God, central to having civil rights.

Religion was very important to people and they believed it should be tied to government and one’s rights.

Some states specified a Christian god, others one god, and others were even more liberal. Some states made people pay taxes to support religion, while others said there would never be a tax. Some had established religions, others didn’t.

Some states were founded due to religious persecution elsewhere. This may have caused some states to try and set up their own religious state, but caused others to increase religious freedoms.
	Many states required residency, property ownership, or wealth to hold office, just as they did for voting. But the requirements are higher than for voting, and are higher still for the higher positions.

If residency, property, and wealth meant people had a stake in society, then the extremely wealthy had a larger stake and their accumulation of wealth was again seen as a sign of their independence. They also thought wealthy people would make the best decisions.

Some states specified that a person should be older to be in office than to vote, and some had quite high requirements whereas others had lower ones. Some states also required officials to take a religious oath.

Some states were more egalitarian than others. Some states were more religious than others and believed that leaders with shared religious beliefs would make better decisions.


KEY—THESIS STATEMENTS IN HISTORY WRITING: Part I

1.  Which cafeteria food best meets the needs of students?

A. Thesis: The nachos at our school taste really nasty.  I hate them.

a. No. Does not answer the prompt.
B. Thesis: Pizza is the best food because you can eat it with your hands.

b. No. Gives a specific piece of evidence about a topic. This is a good evidence sentence in a paragraph about pizza, or it could be changed to make it into a thesis statement (add bang and bongo!).
C. Thesis: A lunch that is nutritious, delicious and affordable is a turkey sandwich with a side salad.

c. Yes. The best choice. Answers the prompt, contains main ideas of essay, and clearly states the essay’s argument as fact--- “Bing, bang, bongo”—contains three main points to be developed in body paragraphs.
2.  What organized activity is most significant in the lives of young people?

A. Thesis:  Organized team sports are important because they instill discipline, good health, and teamwork in the lives of teens.

a. Yes. Answers prompt, contains essay’s argument presented as fact—bing, bang, bongo format of main ideas to be developed in essay.
B. Thesis: Fun is the most important thing to any young person and that is why they love paint ballin’.

b. No. Does not answer prompt.  No organized activity mentioned.
C. Thesis: Youth service groups, such as religious youth groups, 4-H, and the Boy Scouts, all make a meaningful difference to those teens who participate in them

c. No. Doesn’t answer prompt “most significant”.  Needs to be a stronger, more specific statement giving the essay’s argument.
3.  How did British efforts to raise taxes spark the American Revolution?

A. Thesis:  Acts of Parliament raised taxes on sugar and tea.
a. No. Does not answer prompt. States a fact, does not give an argument.
B. Thesis:  American colonists revolted against higher taxes because they were not used to such strict regulations, thought taxes would hurt business, and believed that Great Britain had no right to tax them without their consent

b. No. Does not clearly answer prompt. Does not make a clear connection to the American Revolution; does not present main ideas to be developed in essay.
C. Thesis:  Higher taxes led American colonists to revolt because they did not want to pay them

c. Yes. Answers prompt, states the argument with main ideas to be developed in the essay—
KEY—THESIS STATEMENTS IN HISTORY WRITING: Part II (Bing, Bang, Bongo format)
Essay Question:  How did states define the rights of citizens?

1. Depending on the state you lived in, you could not have citizenship for many reasons.

1.  No. Doesn’t answer prompt “How?”. Not a specific answer, awkward wording. No bing, bang, bongo
2. The different states had different qualifications for citizenship.

2. No. Doesn’t answer prompt “How?”. A general statement, no main points to be developed. 
3. State constitutions outlined citizenship based on race and religion.

3. Possible thesis, but not best choice. Answers prompt incompletely, does not mention rights of citizens.
4. States defined citizen’s rights based on wealth, religion and gender.

4. Yes.  Answers the prompt and gives main points—bing, bong, bongo—to be developed in essay.
5. In Massachusetts, if you were a 21 year old man with a 60 pound estate, you could vote.

5. No. Gives a piece of specific evidence. No argument, no main points to be developed. 
6.  States used requirements such as residency, property ownership and religion to determine the rights of citizens

6. Yes. Best choice. Bing, Bang, Bongo, main ideas to be developed in body paragraphs.
7. Why was citizenship so important?  This essay will tell you why.

   7. No. Doesn’t answer prompt. No argument, does not present main points. “This essay will tell you why.”—NO!
KEY--SELECTING EVIDENCE FOR HISTORY WRITING

Essay Question: What organized activity is most significant in the lives of young people?

Thesis: Organized team sports are important because they instill discipline, good health, and teamwork into the lives of teens.

Paragraph #1 Topic sentence: Team sports are a great source of discipline for teens.

a. Swimming is one of the best aerobic sports with minimal danger of injury.

a. No. No mention of discipline; sentence emphasizes aerobic activity and danger of injury, could fit into second paragraph about health (would also need to emphasize swimming as a team sport, since swimming may be either an individual or team sport).
b. Since sports require good grades and behavior records, teens involved in sports are less likely to make poor choices. 

b. Yes. Supports topic sentence. Sports require good grades and behavior--shows support for discipline.
c. By being involved in a team sport, teens must organize their lives and time better. 
c. Yes. Organizing lives and time shows evidence of discipline.
d. Exercise through practice and drill improves teen health.

d. No. Does not support topic sentence. Would fit into second paragraph about health
e. Team sports such as soccer and baseball bring individuals together to work as a team.

e. No. Does not support topic sentence. Would fit into third paragraph about teamwork.

Essay Question: How did states define the rights of citizens?

Thesis: States used requirements such as residency, property ownership, and religion to determine the rights of citizens.

Paragraph #2 Topic sentence: Owning property could be important to voting and holding office.

1. In Massachusetts, a person had to be 21 years old to vote.

1. No. No mention of owning property.
2. Some property owners in the South had large plantations.

2. No. Owning property is not related to voting or holding office.
3. In Massachusetts, a citizen needed an estate worth 60 pounds to vote, but an estate worth 100 pounds to hold office.

3. Yes. Mentions property/monetary requirements to vote and hold office in Massachusetts.
4. There was no state-established religion in New Jersey.

4. No. Topic is religion, no mention of owning property, voting, or holding office. 
5. In South Carolina, different property requirements applied to hold the offices of representative, senator or governor.

5. Yes. Relates property requirements to holding elected offices in South Carolina.
6. Pennsylvania guaranteed civil rights to all those who worshipped God.

6. No. Relates civil rights to religion. No mention of owning property, voting, or holding office. Could be in third paragraph.
7. In order to vote, a resident of South Carolina was required to have owned 50 acres or a town lot for six months, or to have paid taxes equal to the tax on 50 acres.

7. Yes. Shows property or monetary requirements to vote in South Carolina.
8. New Jersey required inhabitants to have 50 pounds clear estate to vote and 500 pounds clear estate to run for Assembly.

8. Yes. Shows property/monetary requirements to vote and hold office in New Jersey.
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