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Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How did definitions of citizenship change from the 17th century to the 20th century?

5th Grade Yearlong Question: 

How did Americans change from being colonial subjects to American citizens?
Unit Focus:  


Shay’s Rebellion

Unit Focus Question:


How did the Constitution (of the newly formed United States) create a new form of government? 
Unit Working Thesis:


The Constitution divided the government into three branches with a system of checks and

balances, and protected individual states rights from a strong federal government.  The Bill of

Rights was later added to further protect the rights of the people from the federal

government.
Lesson Focus Question:
How did Shay’s Rebellion influence leaders’ thoughts about a stronger national government?

Lesson Working Thesis: 



Students will learn about the significance of Shay’s Rebellion in the decision to create a 

stronger national government.
Reading and Writing Strategy/ies:


· READING: Compare and Contrast

· WRITING: Basic Analytical Paragraph Frame /Outline
Suggested Amount of Time: 


2days / 50 minute periods
Textbook:

The United States: Making a New Nation.  Orlando, Florida: Reflection Series, Harcourt 

School Publishers, 2007, Chapter 10, pp 423-424
Other Resources:




Mark Peterson Lecture: Economy of the Early Republic,” August 10th 2009, UC Berkeley 


Professor
Context of the lesson in the unit (and its connection to Citizenship): 

This lesson will be presented in April of 2009
Lesson Procedure:

Day 1

  . Introduction to Daniel Shay: 
Teacher will dress up as Daniel Shay and explain his anger with the situation of losing his farm and how he is going to protest.  Daniel Shay, who happened to be a captain in the Revolutionary War explains how the absence of precious metal currency has led to a huge problem for rural farmers. The paper money he was given for his hard work is worth nothing and the state wanted silver to pay their massive debts. As a result, the banks are coming to take his land and throw him in jail. 

. Students read segment on Shay’s Rebellion in the textbook.

. In pairs students will summarize the reading. 

. Teacher goes over Cause and Effect Reading sample on Shay’s Rebellion. 

. Students complete Cause and Effect sheet with their partner, paraphrasing the reading 

. Teacher observes activity and assists when needed.

Day 2

. Students review their Shay’s Rebellion Cause and Effect Chart with their partner

. Students complete Basic Analytical Paragraph Frame Outline

History-Social Science Content Standards:
5.6 Students understand the course and consequences of the American Revolution. 

4.  Understand the personal impact and economic hardship of the war on families, problems of financing the war, wartime inflation, and laws against hoarding goods and materials and profiteering. 

5. Explain how state constitutions that were established after 1776 embodied the ideals of the American Revolution and helped serve as models for the U.S. Constitution. 

5.7 Students describe the people and events associated with the development of the U.S. Constitution and analyze the Constitution's significance as the foundation of the American republic. 

3. Understand the fundamental principles of American constitutional democracy, including how the government derives its power from the people and the primacy of individual liberty. 

Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:
Historical Interpretation
1. Students summarize the key events of the era they are studying and explain the historical contexts of those events. 

3. Students identify and interpret the multiple causes and effects of historical events. 
Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:
Reading

1.0 Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development

Word Recognition
1.1 Read aloud narrative and expository text fluently and accurately and with appropriate pacing, intonation, and expression. 

2.0 Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)

Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of the text by using their knowledge of text structure, organization, and purpose. 

Structural Features of Informational Materials
2.1 Understand how text features (e.g., format, graphics, sequence, diagrams, illustrations, charts, maps) make information accessible and usable.

Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text
2.3 Discern main ideas and concepts presented in texts, identifying and assessing evidence that supports those ideas.
2.4 Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support them with textual evidence and prior knowledge. . 

1.0 Writing Strategies

Students write clear, coherent, and focused essays. The writing exhibits the students' awareness of the audience and purpose. Essays contain formal introductions, supporting evidence, and conclusions. Students progress through the stages of the writing process as needed. 
Shay’s Rebellion (1786-1787)

          During the Revolutionary War government paid soldiers in paper money. The paper money was not worth very much.  After the war, the government required people to pay taxes in silver money. When they could not pay, the courts took their farms or sent them to jail. Farmers protested, took over the arsenal, and closed the courts. Many began to fear that government would be unable to prevent other violent protests. The governor sent the state militia to stop these protests, but many worried that the state militia was not enough. As a result, leaders began thinking about strengthening the national government.

NAME____________________________
Cause and Effect

	            Cause

                [One thing leads…
	              Effect

     to another] 

	 [Because]…

Soldiers in the Revolutionary War were paid in paper money that was not worth very much.             

	People had a difficult time paying their taxes, which they had to pay in silver money.



	[Because] farmers could not pay their taxes, the courts decided to take their farms

	Farmers protested, took over the arsenal, and closed the courts.


	[Because] Farmers protested, took over the arsenal, and closed the courts.


	  The governor sent the state militia to stop these violent protests.


	[Because] Many people worried that the state militia would not be enough in the future.


	[As a result,] Leaders began thinking about strengthening the national government.




Lesson Question:  How did Shay’s Rebellion influence leaders’ thoughts about a stronger national government? 

Writing Activity/Teacher KEY (Sample)

Lesson Focus Question:  How did Shay’s Rebellion influence leaders’ thoughts about a stronger national government?
Topic Sentence: Shay’s Rebellion influenced leaders to strengthen the national government.

First, the U. S government after the Revolutionary War was broke so they did not have the money to pay the soldiers. 

Second, Daniel Shay was a captain in the war and was not paid. He had no money to maintain his farm and he could not pay his debt to the bank. 

Therefore, the courts came and threatened to take his farm and throw him in jail. 

As a result, this infuriated Shay and other farmers. They protested by blocking off the courts, destroying documents and attacking the local arsenal.

Next, the state militia arrived and stopped the violence. 

In Conclusion / Finally, this made leaders realize they needed to establish a stronger national government.
Name___________________________

Writing Strategy: Summary Paragraph

Question: How did Shay’s Rebellion influence the thoughts of leaders to establish a strong national government?

______________________________________________________________________

(Topic Sentence)

______________________________________________________________________.

First, __________________________________________________________________

(Transition)                                                                                                                                            

______________________________________________________________________.

Second, _______________________________________________________________

(Transition)                                                                                                                                           
______________________________________________________________________.

Therefore, _____________________________________________________________

(Transition)                                                                                                                                           

______________________________________________________________________.

As a result, ____________________________________________________________

(Transition)
______________________________________________________________________

Next, _________________________________________________________________

(Transition)
______________________________________________________________________.

In conclusion/ Finally,   ___________________________________________________

(Conclusion)

______________________________________________________________________.
