Teaching

American History

For All

A series of lessons incorporating literacy strategies for 

Mt Diablo Unified School District 

5th, 8th, and 11th grade teachers,

in partnership with

University Of California- Berkeley

History-Social Science Project

11th Grade Lesson: 

“Tennessee Valley Authority: Social and Environmental Effects”

Aline Lee, MDUSD 11th Grade Teacher Leader
Elizabeth Haugen, UCBH-SSP 11th Grade Teacher Leader
Donna Leary, UCBHSSP Director

Lauren Weaver, UCBHSSP-MDUSD Grant Coordinator
Teaching American History for All

MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

11th Grade Lesson: “Tennessee Valley Authority: Social and Environmental Effects”
Developed by: Aline Lee, Elizabeth Haugen, Donna Leary, and Lauren Weaver

Grant Focus Question: 


How did definitions of citizenship change from the 17th century to the 20th century?

11th Grade Yearlong Focus Question:

How have the powers of the United States federal government expanded or been limited 

since the Civil War?

Unit Focus Question:


How did the response to the Great Depression affect the power of the federal government?
Unit Working Thesis:

While the initial federal government response to the Great Depression by President Hoover called for tight budgets and restrictions of the state, FDR's policy expanded the power of the government and the executive branch.
Lesson Focus Question/Writing Prompt: 

Did the positive long-term benefits from the establishment of the Tennessee Valley Authority outweigh the harmful effects it had on the environment and its affect upon the people living near the Tennessee River Valley?  
Reading Strategy:
             Sentence Deconstruction, analyzing a primary source photograph
Writing Strategy Lesson:

              Short answer comprehension questions; Persuasive written paragraph, 

Suggested Amount of Time:
1-2 days

Textbook:
Danzer, Gerald et al. The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21st Century. Evanston, Illinois: McDougal Littell Inc., 2006, pp.518-521
Teacher Procedure: 

· Students should read CH 15.5 on the “Impact of the New Deal” prior to the lesson.

History-Social Science Content Standards:
11.6 Students analyze the different explanations for the Great Depression and how the New Deal fundamentally changed the role of the federal government. 

1. Discuss the human toll of the Depression, natural disasters, and unwise agricultural practices and their effects on the depopulation of rural regions and on political movements of the left and right, with particular attention to the Dust Bowl refugees and their social and economic impacts in California. 

2. Analyze the effects of and the controversies arising from New Deal economic policies and the expanded role of the federal government in society and the economy since the 1930s (e.g., Works Progress Administration, Social Security, National Labor Relations Board, farm programs, regional development policies, and energy development projects such as the Tennessee Valley Authority, California Central Valley Project, and Bonneville Dam). 

   11.11 Students analyze the major social problems and domestic policy issues in           contemporary American society. 

5. Trace the impact of, need for, and controversies associated with environmental conservation, expansion of the national park system, and the development of environmental protection laws, with particular attention to the interaction between environmental protection advocates and property rights advocates. 

Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:

      Chronological and Spatial Thinking
2. Students analyze how change happens at different rates at different times; understand that some aspects can change while others remain the same; and understand that change is complicated and affects not only technology and politics but also values and beliefs. 

      Historical Interpretation
1. Students show the connections, causal and otherwise, between particular historical events and larger social, economic, and political trends and developments. 

3. Students interpret past events and issues within the context in which an event unfolded rather than solely in terms of present-day norms and values. 

4. Students understand the meaning, implication, and impact of historical events and recognize that events could have taken other directions. 

Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:

      2.0 Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text
2.4 Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author's arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations.

1.0 Writing Strategies

Organization and Focus


1.3 Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.4 Write historical investigation reports:
a. Use exposition, narration, description, argumentation, or some combination of rhetorical strategies to support the main proposition
Sentence-Level Deconstruction

Directions: Read the following paragraphs, underline the participant(s)/subject(s) and circle the verbs/verb phrases. Read the comprehension question, and write your answer in the space provided, in complete sentences. 

Comprehension Question: How did the New Deal positively and negatively impact the environment?

The Civilian Conservation Corps planted trees, created hiking trails, and built fire lookout towers.  The Soil Conservation Service taught farmers how to conserve the soil through contour plowing, terracing, and crop rotation.  Congress also passed the Taylor Grazing Act in 1934 to help reduce grazing on public lands.  Such grazing had contributed to the erosion that brought about the dust storms of the 1930s.  


The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) harnessed water power to generate electricity and to help prevent disastrous floods in the Tennessee Valley.  The government also added to the national park system in the 1930s, established new wildlife refugees and set aside large wilderness areas.  On the other hand, government-sponsored strip-mining and coal burning caused air, land, and water pollution.








--The Americans, McDougal Littell (2006) 519.


Before 1930, most homes in the area had no electricity.  Women washed clothes outside this homestead near Andersonville, Tennessee, in 1933.  Their estate was submerged when the Norris Dam filled.








-The Americans, McDougal Littell (2006) 521.
Name








Period ____________


Directions: Using the passage above, fill out the participant column.  As a class, complete the conclusions/questions column.  After class discussion, answer the comprehension question.

	Time marker or connector
	Subject
	Verb phrase/ Action
	Who, what, where
	Questions or conclusions

	and
	The Civilian Conservation Corps 
	planted

created

built
	trees,

hiking trails,

fire lookout towers.


	

	
	The Soil Conservation Service
	taught
	farmers how to conserve the soil through contour plowing, terracing, and crop rotation.  


	

	(also)

(in 1934)
	Congress
	passed
	the Taylor Grazing Act 

to help reduce grazing on public lands.  
	

	Such

(of the 1930’s.)
	grazing
	had contributed
	to the erosion that brought about the dust storms 
	


The Environment,  p.519

	Time marker or connector
	Subject
	Verb phrase
	Message: who, what, where
	Questions or conclusions

	to

and
	The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)
	harnessed

to generate

to help prevent
	
	

	(in the 1930’s)

and
	The government
	also added 

established

set aside
	
	

	On the other hand,
	government-sponsored strip-mining and coal burning
	caused
	
	


	Time marker or connector
	Subject
	Verb phrase
	Message: who, what, where
	Questions or conclusions

	Before 1930,
	most homes in the area
	had
	
	

	(in 1933.)
	Women
	washed
	
	

	(when)
	Their estate
	was submerged
	
	


Name___________________________________

Period ________

The Impact of the New Deal (Chapter 15 sec. 5)

Directions: Answer the following question:

1. How did the Civilian Conservation Corps help conservation/ preserve the environment?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Who was the Soil Conservation Service designed to help and how?___________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What was the catalyst for the Taylor Grazing Act? Why was it passed?

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4.  What was the purpose of the Tennessee Valley Authority?





  
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Directions:  Analyze this photo and answer the following questions:

[image: image1.png]



2) What is portrayed in this photograph by Lewis Hines? What are the folks doing in the picture? ________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

Name __________________________

Period ________

Directions:  Finally, write a grammatically correct, persuasive paragraph answering the following question?

Did the positive long-term benefits from the establishment of the Tennessee Valley Authority outweigh the harmful effects it had on the environment and its affect upon the people living near the Tennessee River Valley?  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________
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[ New Search ] 

Washday

Location : Andersonville, TN
Date : Oct 23, 1933
Agency : TVA
Credits : Lewis W. Hine (Photographer)
Owner : NARA (SPB)
Medium : B&W Photo
Control Number : RG 142-H-18

Enlarged Image 

Description : Washday at the Stooksberry homestead near Andersonville, Tennessee. This old estate of 350 acres dates back to the Civil War. It will be submerged when the Norris Dam reservoir fills. This family is very versatile and carries on all kinds of activities and construction. Taken 10-23-33.


	Time marker or connector
	Subject
	Verb phrase/ Action
	Who, what, where
	Questions or conclusions

	and
	The Conservation Corps 
	planted

created

built
	trees

hiking trails

fire lookout towers.
	

	
	The Soil Conservation Service
	taught
	farmers how to conserve the soil through contour plowing, terracing, and crop rotation.  
	

	(in 1934)
	Congress
	passed
	the Taylor Grazing Act in 1934 to help reduce grazing on public lands.  
	

	1930’s
	Grazing
	contributed
	to the erosion that brought about the dust storms of the 1930’s.
	



	Time marker or connector
	Subject
	Verb phrase
	Message: who, what, where
	Questions or conclusions

	to

and
	The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)
	harnessed

generate

to help prevent
	water power

electricity

disastrous floods in the Tennessee Valley.
	

	(In the 1930’s)

and
	the government
	also added to

established

set aside
	the national park system in the 1930’s,

new wildlife refugees

large wilderness areas.
	

	On the other hand
	government-sponsored stripmining and coal burning
	caused
	air, land, and water pollution.


	


	Time marker or connector
	Subject
	Verb phrase
	Message: who, what, where
	Questions or conclusions

	Before 1930
	most homes in the area
	had
	no electricity.
	

	(in 1933)
	Women
	wash
	clothes outside this homestead near Andersonville, Tennessee, in 1933.

	

	
	Their estate
	was submerged
	when the Norris Dam filled.
	


Name _________________________


							Period _________





 B) After the class discussion, when and where was the picture actually taken?


When:__________________





Where:_________________








A) My Guess:





When:_________ 





Where:____________________








1) When and where do you think this picture was taken?
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