Sentence-Level Deconstruction

Directions: Read the following passage and circle the verbs/verb phrases. Read the comprehension question, but do not write your answer yet. 

Other Puritans who were not Separatists turned their thoughts toward New England in the 1620s. They felt the burden of increasing religious persecution, political repression, and dismal economic conditions. In 1630, a group of Puritans established the Massachusetts Bay Colony along the upper coast of North America. The port town of Boston soon became the colony’s thriving capital. Settlers established other towns nearby and eventually incorporated the Plymouth Colony into the Massachusetts Bay Colony.
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Comprehension Question: How did Puritans respond to the persecution they faced in England?

Directions: Using the passage in Part 1, fill out the participant column and other columns as needed.  As a class, complete the conclusions/questions column.  After class discussion, answer the comprehension question.

	Time markers/ connectors
	Participant(s)
	Process  Verb/verb phrases
	Who, What, Where
	What conclusion can you draw? What questions do you have?

	
	Other Puritans who were not Separatists
	
	their thoughts toward New England

	

	in the 1620s.

	They

[Puritans]
	
	the burden of increasing religious persecution, political repression, and dismal economic conditions.
	

	In 1630, a group of
	Puritans


	
	the Massachusetts Bay Colony along the upper coast of North America.

	

	
	The port town of Boston
	
	the colony’s thriving Capital.
	

	
	Settlers
	
	other towns nearby

	

	And eventually
	[The settlers]
	
	the Plymouth Colony into the Massachusetts Bay Colony.
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Comprehension Question: How did Puritans respond to the persecution they faced in England?

Answers should mention that Puritans began to think about going to New England because of the pressures that they faced. More advanced students should mention those pressures.

	Time markers/ connectors
	Participant(s)
	Process  Verb/verb phrases
	Who, What, Where
	What conclusion can you draw? What questions do you have?

	
	Other Puritans who were not Separatists
	turned
	their thoughts toward New England

	

	in the 1620s.

	They

[Puritans]
	felt
	the burden of increasing religious persecution, political repression, and dismal economic conditions.
	

	In 1630, a group of
	Puritans


	established
	the Massachusetts Bay Colony along the upper coast of North America.

	

	
	The port town of Boston
	soon became
	the colony’s thriving Capital.
	

	
	Settlers
	established


	other towns nearby

	

	And eventually
	[The settlers]
	incorporated


	the Plymouth Colony into the Massachusetts Bay Colony.
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