Teaching American History for All

MDUSD/UCBH-SSP 11th Grade

America Claims an Empire

Grant Focus Question: 

How did definitions of citizenship change from the seventeenth century to the twentieth century?
Yearlong Focus Question:


How have the powers of the United States federal government expanded or been limited 


since the Civil War?

Unit Focus Question:


Why did the United States become an imperial power at the end of the 19th century? 
Teacher’s (and textbook’s) Working Thesis:  The United States became an imperial power at 
the end of the 19th century because of a desire for military strength, the thirst for new 
markets, and a belief in cultural superiority.


Lesson Focus Question:
Why did the United States annex Hawaii?

[Sample One Day Focus Question:
Why did American sugar plantation owners 




think that Queen Liliuokalani’s rule threatened their interests?]

Reading Strategy Lessons:


Identifying the Thesis in a Textbook Chapter


Sentence Deconstruction to Facilitate Understanding the Textbook


Sentence Deconstruction Graphic


Analyzing Primary Sources: Sentence Deconstruction
Writing Strategy Lessons: 


Thesis Statement Practice


Choosing Evidence


Analysis Practice

Writing Prompt Question:
Why did the United States become an imperial power 






at the end of the 19th century?

Context of the lesson in the unit:
The activities in this lesson are to be used in addition to 
others when introducing the development of United States imperialism.  In the textbook 
The Americans (2006), the imperialism chapter follows the chapter on the Progressives.
Suggested Amount of Time: The entire chapter should take approximately 2 weeks.
Textbook:  
Danzer, Gerald et al. The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21st Century. Evanston, Illinois: McDougal Littell Inc., 2006, pp. 340-369.

Grade 11: California History Social Science Content Standards
11.4 Students trace the rise of the United States to its role as a world power in the twentieth century. 
1. List the purpose and the effects of the Open Door policy. 

2. Describe the Spanish-American War and U.S. expansion in the South Pacific. 

3. Discuss America's role in the Panama Revolution and the building of the Panama Canal. 

4. Explain Theodore Roosevelt's Big Stick diplomacy, William Taft's Dollar Diplomacy, and Woodrow Wilson's Moral Diplomacy.

Grades 9-12: California Historical and Social Science Analysis Skills

Chronological and Spatial Thinking

   1. 
Students compare the present with the past, evaluating the consequences of past events and 
decisions and determining the lessons that were learned.

   3. 
Students use a variety of maps and documents to interpret human movement, including major 
patterns of domestic and international migration, changing environmental preferences and 
settlement patterns, the frictions that develop between population groups, and the diffusion of 
ideas, technological innovations, and goods.

Historical Research, Evidence, and Point of View

   1. 
Students distinguish valid arguments from fallacious arguments in historical interpretations.

   3. 
Students evaluate major debates among historians concerning alternative interpretations of the 
past, including an analysis of authors' use of evidence and the distinctions between sound 
generalizations and misleading oversimplifications.

   4. 
Students construct and test hypotheses; collect, evaluate, and employ information from multiple 
primary and secondary sources; and apply it in oral and written presentations.

Historical Interpretation

   1. 
Students show the connections, causal and otherwise, between particular historical events and 
larger social, economic, and political trends and developments.

   2. 
Students recognize the complexity of historical causes and effects, including the limitations on 
determining cause and effect.

   3.
Students interpret past events and issues within the context in which an event unfolded rather than 
solely in 
terms of present-day norms and values.

   4. 
Students understand the meaning, implication, and impact of historical events and recognize that 
events could have taken other directions.

Grade 11: California English-Language Arts Content Standards

Reading: 2.0 Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials)

2.2 
Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical 
structures, repetition of the main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.

2.4
Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author’s arguments by using elements of the 
text to defend and clarify interpretations.

Writing: 1.0 Writing Strategies

1.3 Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.

Writing: 2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)

2.4 Write historical investigative reports:


a. Use exposition, narration, description, argumentation, or some combination of rhetorical 
strategies to support the main proposition.

Model Lesson—Imperialism 


This lesson is designed to assist the students in answering the essay prompt at the end of the unit AND to assist the teacher in introducing the literacy strategies that will help the students gather the information and develop the skills to answer the essay prompt successfully. The lesson materials are meant to supplement activities already used by the teacher or those suggested by the textbook, district, etc.


This lesson is based on chapter 10 “America Claims an Empire” of The Americans, which is quoted extensively in the attached exercises.* This chapter contains four sections, the first of which concerns U.S. involvement in and acquisition of Hawaii.


The activities and worksheets attached are all based on this section on Hawaii.  If the teacher walks the students through this initial section of chapter 10, the students should be prepared to gather the information on Cuba, the Philippines, Puerto Rico, China, Panama, and Mexico and to write a five-paragraph essay answer to the attached prompt question on their own. 

_______________


*In many cases the textbook is quoted word for word, so that the teacher and students can focus on understanding and mastering the skill being taught.  However, it is not intended that the students learn to plagiarize.  Thus, it is assumed that the teacher will once again remind the students about putting information in their own words in order to avoid plagiarizing and not copy word for word from any book, website, newspaper, etc. without properly citing the source.

Imperialism Writing Prompt

Background:  

After the Civil War, industrialization transformed American society, as railroads linked growing cities and factories attracted waves of immigrant workers.  By the late nineteenth century, many reformers sought to improve the conditions in which many Americans worked and lived.  At the same time that the national discussion focused on the conditions brought about by industrialization and urbanization, some political leaders grew convinced that the United States should join the imperial powers of Europe and establish colonies overseas. 


Question: Why did the United States become an imperial 




power at the end of the 19th century?
Expectations:  

The best papers will include:

1. a multi-paragraph format with an introduction, body paragraphs, and 
a conclusion. 

2. a clear thesis statement.

3. the economic, military, and cultural factors that contributed to United 
States imperialism.

4. evidence from at least two (2) of the following locations: Cuba, Puerto 
Rico, Philippines, China, Panama, or Mexico.

5. an analysis of the evidence, explaining why it is relevant and 
significant.

6.  few or no errors in grammar, spelling, punctuation, or syntax.

7.  page length, due date.

The following are passages used in this lesson to practice reading history textbook passages (two passages provided) and primary sources (one passage, quoted in the textbook).

Textbook passage #1:

American Imperialism  

Most Americans gradually warmed to the idea of expansion overseas.  With a belief in manifest destiny, they already had pushed the U.S. border to the Pacific Ocean.  Three factors fueled the new American imperialism: 

· desire for military strength

· thirst for new markets

· belief in cultural superiority

Textbook passage #2:

Thirst for New Markets
In the late 19th century, advances in technology enabled American farms and factories to produce far more than American citizens could consume. Now the United States needed raw materials for its factories and new markets for its agricultural and manufactured goods.  Imperials viewed foreign trade as the solution to American overproduction and the related problems of unemployment and economic depression.





both passages appear on page 343 of The Americans (2006).

Primary source passage:

“Fate has written our policy for us; the trade of the world must and shall be ours.… We will establish trading points throughout the world as distributing points for American products … Great colonies governing themselves, flying our flag and trading with us, will grow about our posts of trade.”



--Indiana Senator Albert J. Beveridge (quoting from 

Beveridge and the Progressive Era), page 345 The 


Americans (2006).
Identifying the Thesis in a Textbook Chapter


American Imperialism  

Most Americans gradually warmed to the idea of expansion overseas.  With a belief in manifest 

destiny,  they already had pushed the U.S. border to the Pacific Ocean.  Three factors fueled the new 

American imperialism: 


· desire for military strength

· thirst for new markets 

· belief in cultural superiority










page 343 The American (2006) .

What were the three main factors that influenced the growth of American imperialism?

Sentence Deconstruction to Facilitate Understanding


Thirst for New Markets


In the late 19th century, advances in technology enabled American farms and factories to produce far more

than American citizens could consume.

Now the United States needed raw materials for its factories and new markets for its agricultural and 

manufactured goods. 

Imperialists viewed foreign trade as the solution to American overproduction and the related problems of unemployment and economic depression.  

page 343 The Americans (2006).

How did imperialists use economic factors to explain the need for American expansion?

Sentence Deconstruction to Facilitate Understanding the Textbook

	Time markers/ connectors
	Participant
	Process
	Who, What, Where

	In the late 19th century,
	advances in technology


	enabled


	

	
	American farms and factories


	to produce
	far more than American citizens could consume

	Now 
	the United States 


	needed
	

	
	Imperialists
	viewed
	


page 343 The Americans (2006).

How did imperialists use economic factors to explain the need for American expansion?

Analyzing Primary Sources: Sentence Deconstruction

“Fate has written our policy for us; the trade of the world must and shall be ours.… We will establish

trading points throughout the world as distributing points for American products … Great colonies

governing themselves, flying our flag and trading with us, will grow about our posts of trade.”


- Albert J. Beveridge, quoted in Beveridge and the 


Progressive Era, page 345 The Americans (2006). 
	Time markers/ connectors
	Participant
	Process
	Who, What, Where

	
	Fate
	has written
	

	
	the trade of the world


	must and shall be
	

	
	We


	will establish
	

	
	Great colonies governing themselves, flying our flag and trading with us, 
	will grow
	


What did Beveridge say were the economic advantages of American imperialism?
Thesis Statement Practice

A Thesis Statement Should:

1) clearly state your argument (your side) as a fact.

2) answer the question (from the prompt)

3) be proven in your essay

4) be the main idea of your essay

5) mention the Bing, Bang and Bongo (the categories




of evidence that will form your body paragraphs)
A Strong Thesis?

The following thesis statements attempt to answer the questions below.  Choose the ones that are STRONG thesis statements.  For the others, what are they missing?


Example:


Essay Question:  
How did industrialization change life for 





American workers?


A Strong Thesis:  Workers’ lives in America became much worse during 
industrialization due to longer hours, unsafe conditions, and low pay.


A Strong Thesis:  During industrialization workers’ lives in America 
improved because women had more job choices and the decreased prices 
and increased variety of consumer goods led to a higher standard of 
living.

Your Turn:

Essay Question: 
Using Hawaii as a location for closer 





examination, answer: Why did the United 




States become an imperial power at 





the end of the 19th century? 

Thesis 1:  

Economic and military competition, combined with a belief in the racial and cultural superiority of Anglo-Saxons, contributed to the rise of American imperialism in Hawaii.

Strong Thesis?____________________

If not, what’s missing?

Thesis 2:  The United States annexed Hawaii.

Strong Thesis?____________________

If not, what’s missing?

Thesis 3:  The rise of the United States as an imperial power in the late 19th and early 20th centuries resulted in the United States’ occupation of Puerto Rico, the Philippines, and Cuba.

Strong Thesis?____________________

If not, what’s missing?

Thesis 4:  The imperial aims of the United States government during the late 19th and early 20th centuries were justified for many reasons.

Strong Thesis?____________________

If not, what’s missing?

Thesis 5:  The rise of the United States as an imperial power and its expansionist agenda cannot be justified because these actions failed to consider the desire of local peoples and violated the Declaration of Independence by denying self-government to newly acquired territories.

Strong Thesis?____________________

If not, what’s missing?

Thesis 6:  The United States rose as an imperial power in the late 19th  and early 20th centuries because Americans believed that the growth of United States’ economy was dependent on exports, that the United States had a right to intervene abroad to help keep foreign markets open, and that the closing of an area to American products, citizens, or ideas threatened the survival of the United States.

Strong Thesis?____________________

If not, what’s missing?

Thesis 7:  Was the United States effective as an imperial power?

Strong Thesis?____________________

If not, what’s missing?

Turning a Question into a Thesis

Answer each question with a strong thesis statement.

Question 1:  How did slavery contribute to the onset of the Civil War?

Thesis 1:

Question 2:  Was Reconstruction a success or failure?

Thesis 2:

Question 3:  How did immigration, transportation, and the Industrial Revolution affect the development of cities in the U.S.?

Thesis 3:

Choosing Evidence

Read the thesis statement and circle the evidence which best supports it.


Essay Question: 
Using Hawaii as a location for closer examin- 




ation, answer: Why did America become an 




imperial power at the end of the 19th century?


Thesis Statement:

American economic interests in Hawaii 




combined with tariff reform and an imperial 




agenda at home resulted in a campaign to annex 



Hawaii to the United States. 

Evidence Choices:

1. The McKinley Tariff of 1890 eliminated the duty-free status of Hawaiian sugar, opening the American sugar market to competition.

2. Business groups, with support from U.S. ambassador John L. Stevens, organized a revolution against the queen and established a provisional government in 1893. 

3. An early supporter of American expansion was William Seward, Secretary of State under presidents Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson.

4. In 1887, U.S. military leaders pressured Hawaii to allow the United States to build a naval base at Pearl Harbor, the kingdom’s best port. 

5. Queen Liliuokalani came to power with a “Hawaii for Hawaiians” agenda.

Sample Body Paragraph

Essay Question:
Using Hawaii as a location for closer examination, 



answer:  Why did the United States become an 




imperial power at the end of the 19th century?
Thesis Statement:

American economic interests in Hawaii 




combined with tariff reform and an imperial 




agenda at home resulted in a campaign to annex 



Hawaii to the U.S. 



American economic interests in Hawaii resulted in a campaign to annex Hawaii to the United States.  The primary American interest was in the growing of sugar.  American sugar growers forced Hawaiian King Kalakaua to change the Hawaiian constitution to grant voting rights only to wealthy landowners in 1887.  This gave these American businessmen political power in Hawaii to protect their plantations.  After King Kalakua’s death in 1891, his sister Liliuokalani became queen and pushed for a new constitution that would extend voting rights, in order to restore political power to native Hawaiians. This was a threat to the power of the American sugar interests. Business groups, with support from U.S. ambassador John L. Stevens, organized a revolution against the queen and established a provisional government in 1893.  This shows that American sugar growers in Hawaii were able to use their economic power to seize control of Hawaii. They then sought to have the U.S. annex Hawaii, in order to maintain their control.

Analysis Practice

Analysis is the explanation that clarifies for the reader why the evidence is relevant and how it supports and proves the topic sentence of the paragraph. These sentences answer the question: “Why is this significant?”  While you are practicing, you can use leading phrases to help you: This is important because…, This means that…, This shows that…, This is significant because…


Essay Question:
Using Hawaii as a location for closer examination, 




answer:  Why did the United States become an 





imperial power at the end of the 19th century?


Thesis Statement:
American economic interests in Hawaii combined with 




tariff reform and an imperial agenda at home resulted 




in a campaign to annex Hawaii to the U.S. 

Practice:

Using the topic sentences which support the thesis statement above, complete the analysis sentences.

Example:
Topic Sentence:
American economic interests in Hawaii resulted 





in a campaign to annex Hawaii to the U.S.


(EV): American sugar growers forced Hawaiian King Kalakaua to change the 

Hawaiian constitution to grant voting rights only to wealthy landowners in 1887.


(AN): This gave these American businessmen political power in Hawaii to protect their 
plantations.


(EV): After King Kalakua’s death in 1891, his sister Liliuokalani became queen and 
pushed for a new constitution that would extend voting rights, in order to restore 
political power to native Hawaiians.


(AN): This was a threat to the power of the American sugar interests.  


(EV): Business groups, with support from U.S. ambassador John L. Stevens, 

organized a revolution against the queen and established a provisional government


in 1893.


(AN): This shows that American sugar growers in Hawaii were able to use their economic 
power to seize control of Hawaii..

Topic Sentence 2:

American economic interests in Hawaii were affected by tariff reform at home, and soon American sugar plantation owners demanded that something be done.

(EV): The McKinley Tariff of 1890 eliminated the duty-free status of Hawaiian sugar, opening the American sugar market to competition.   

(EV): Frustrated by the loss of their protection from competition, American sugar growers began a campaign to annex Hawaii so that they would not have to pay the duty.

(AN):  This shows that _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence 3:

In the late 19th century, many in the federal government believed that the United States needed to expand in order to remain competitive with other imperial nations.

(EV):  In 1867, the same year in which Alaska was purchased, the United States took over the Midway Islands, which lie in the Pacific Ocean about 1300 miles north of Hawaii.

(EV):  In 1887, U.S. military leaders pressured Hawaii to allow the United States to build a naval base at Pearl Harbor, the kingdom’s best port.

(AN):  This is significant because_______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Sentence Deconstruction to Facilitate Understanding the Textbook

KEY

	Time markers/ connectors
	Participant
	Process
	Who, What, Where

	In the late 19th century,
	advances in technology


	enabled


	

	
	American farms and factories


	to produce
	far more than American citizens could consume.

	Now 
	the United States
	needed
	raw materials for its factories and new markets for its agricultural and manufactured goods.



	
	Imperialists
	viewed
	foreign trade as the solution to American overproduction and the related problems of unemployment and economic depression.










page 343 The Americans (2006).

How did imperialists use economic factors to explain the need for American expansion?


Imperialists said that U.S. colonies would provide the U.S. with raw materials to turn into goods that the U.S. could then sell back to these same colonies.  This would solve the overproduction that had led to a rise in unemployment at home.

Analyzing Primary Sources: Sentence Deconstruction   

   

KEY

“Fate has written our policy for us; the trade of the world must and shall be ours.… We will establish

trading points throughout the world as distributing points for American products … Great colonies

governing themselves, flying our flag and trading with us, will grow about our posts of trade.”

- Albert J. Beveridge, quoted in Beveridge and the

 Progressive Era, page 345 The Americans (2006).

	Time markers/ connectors
	Participant
	Process
	Who, What, Where

	
	Fate
	has written
	our policy for us;

	
	the trade of the world


	must and shall be 
	ours....

	
	We
	will establish
	trading points throughout the world as distributing points for American products...

	
	Great colonies governing themselves, flying our flag and trading with us, 


	will grow
	about our posts of trade.


What did Beveridge say were the economic advantages of American imperialism?

 Beveridge said U. S. colonies around the world would be markets for our goods and would provide bases 
from which the U.S. could also sell goods to foreign countries.


KEY

Thesis Statement Practice

A Thesis Statement Should:

1) clearly state your argument (your side) as a fact.

2) answer the question (from the prompt)

3) be proven in your essay

4) be the main idea of your essay

5) mention the Bing, Bang and Bongo (the categories




of evidence that will form your body paragraphs)
A Strong Thesis?

The following thesis statements attempt to answer the questions below.  Choose the ones that are STRONG thesis statements.  For the others, what are they missing?


Example:


Essay Question:  
How did industrialization change life for 





American workers?


A Strong Thesis:  Workers’ lives in America became much worse during 
industrialization due to longer hours, unsafe conditions, and low pay.


A Strong Thesis:  During industrialization workers’ lives in America 
improved because women had more job choices and the decreased prices 
and increased variety of consumer goods led to a higher standard of 
living.

Your Turn:

Essay Question: 
Using Hawaii as a location for closer 





examination, answer: Why did the United 




States become an imperial power at 





the end of the 19th century? 

Thesis 1:  

Economic and military competition, combined with a belief in the racial and cultural superiority of Anglo-Saxons, contributed to the rise of American imperialism in Hawaii.

Strong Thesis?_______YES_________

If not, what’s missing?

Thesis 2:  The United States annexed Hawaii.

Strong Thesis?___NO_________________
If not, what’s missing? there is no argument, no Bing, Bang, and 


Bongo.  And it does not answer the question.

Thesis 3:  The rise of the United States as an imperial power in the late 19th and early 20th centuries resulted in the United States’ occupation of Puerto Rico, the Philippines, and Cuba.

Strong Thesis?______NO______________
If not, what’s missing? does not answer the question.  There is no 




argument.

Thesis 4:  The imperial aims of the United States government during the late 19th and early 20th centuries were justified for many reasons.

Strong Thesis?____NO________________
If not, what’s missing? does not answer the question.

Thesis 5:  The rise of the United States as an imperial power and its expansionist agenda cannot be justified because these actions failed to consider the desire of local peoples and violated the Declaration of Independence by denying self-government to newly acquired territories.

Strong Thesis?_______NO_____________
If not, what’s missing? does not answer the question.

Thesis 6:  The United States rose as an imperial power in the late 19th  century because Americans believed that the growth of United States’ economy was dependent on exports, that the United States had a right to intervene abroad to help keep foreign markets open, and that the closing of an area to American products, citizens, or ideas threatened the survival of the United States.

Strong Thesis?___YES_________________
If not, what’s missing? [the teacher might, however, point out that this thesis statement does not refer specifically to Hawaii, as the question directed the student to do.  Also it is too long.]

Thesis 7:  Was the United States effective as an imperial power?

Strong Thesis?____NO________________

If not, what’s missing? a question cannot be a thesis statement.  There is no argument, no Bing, Bang, or Bongo.

Turning a Question into a Thesis – Possible Thesis Statements

Answer each prompt with a strong thesis statement.

Question 1:  How did slavery contribute to the onset of the Civil War?

Thesis 1:   Although slavery deeply divided the country socially and economically, the political impact of slavery was the most important cause of the Civil War.

Question 2:  Was Reconstruction a success or failure?

Thesis 2:

Success: Reconstruction was a success because public education was instituted in the South for the first time, the 15th Amendment gave African Americans the right to vote, and some African Americans held office in local, state, and federal governments. 
Failure: Reconstruction was a failure because many African Americans were forced into sharecropping, vigilante groups like the KKK terrorized African Americans, and Congress passed legislation that severely limited the Republican Party in the South.

Question 3:  How did immigration, transportation and the Industrial Revolution affect the development of cities in the U.S.?

Thesis 3: Cities expanded dramatically in the late nineteenth century because of the technological advances of the Industrial Revolution which improved transportation and helped expand American business creating new jobs that lured immigrants and other migrants to cities in search of opportunity.

KEY

Before giving the students time to select the sentences that are evidence, the teacher can ask the students to identify the “Bing, Bang, and Bongo” of the thesis statement below.  Then when the class agrees that #1, #2, and #5 are good evidence choices, the teacher can ask the class to identify which of the “Bing, Bang, and Bongo” body paragraphs each of the evidence sentences would best be placed into.

Choosing Evidence

Read the thesis statement and circle the evidence which best supports it.


Essay Question: 
Using Hawaii as a location for closer examin- 





ation, answer: Why did America become an 





imperial power at the end of the 19th century?


Thesis Statement:

American economic interests in Hawaii 





combined with tariff reform and an imperial 





agenda at home resulted in a campaign to annex 





Hawaii to the United States. 

Evidence Choices:

1.
The McKinley Tariff of 1890 eliminated the duty-free status of Hawaiian sugar, opening the American sugar market to competition.

2.
Business groups, with support from U.S. ambassador John L. Stevens, organized a revolution against the queen and established a provisional government in 1893. 

3.
An early supporter of American expansion was William Seward, Secretary of State under presidents Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson.

4.
In 1887, U.S. military leaders pressured Hawaii to allow the United States to build a naval base at Pearl Harbor, the kingdom’s best port. 

5.
Queen Liliuokalani came to power with a “Hawaii for Hawaiians” agenda.

KEY

Analysis Practice

Analysis is the explanation that clarifies for the reader why the evidence is relevant and how it supports and proves the topic sentence of the paragraph. These sentences answer the question: “Why is this significant?”  While you are practicing, you can use leading phrases to help you: This is important because…, This means that…, This shows that…, This is significant because…


Essay Question:
Using Hawaii as a location for closer examination, 




answer:  Why did the United States become an 





imperial power at the end of the 19th century?


Thesis Statement:
American economic interests in Hawaii combined with 




tariff reform and an imperial agenda at home resulted 




in a campaign to annex Hawaii to the U.S. 

Practice:

Using the topic sentences which support the thesis statement above, complete the analysis sentences.

Example:
Topic Sentence:
American economic interests in Hawaii resulted 





in a campaign to annex Hawaii to the U.S.


(EV): American sugar growers forced Hawaiian King Kalakaua to change the 

Hawaiian constitution to grant voting rights only to wealthy landowners in 1887.


(AN): This gave these American businessmen political power in Hawaii to protect their 
plantations.


(EV): After King Kalakua’s death in 1891, his sister Liliuokalani became queen and 
pushed for a new constitution that would extend voting rights, in order to restore 
political power to native Hawaiians.


(AN): This was a threat to the power of the American sugar interests.  


(EV): Business groups, with support from U.S. ambassador John L. Stevens, 

organized a revolution against the queen and established a provisional government


in 1893.


(AN): This shows that American sugar growers in Hawaii were able to use their economic 
power to seize control of Hawaii.

Topic Sentence 2:

American economic interests in Hawaii were affected by tariff reform at home, and soon American sugar plantation owners demanded that something be done.

(EV): The McKinley Tariff of 1890 eliminated the duty-free status of Hawaiian sugar, opening the American sugar market to competition.   

(EV): Frustrated by the loss of their protection from competition, American sugar growers began a campaign to annex Hawaii so that they would not have to pay the duty.

(AN):  This shows that American sugar plantation owners pushed for the annexation of Hawaii because they believed they were paying too much in tariffs and that this reduced their profits.
Topic Sentence 3:

In the late 19th century, many in the federal government believed that the United States needed to expand in order to remain competitive with other imperial nations.

(EV):  In 1867, the same year in which Alaska was purchased, the United States took over the Midway Islands, which lie in the Pacific Ocean about 1300 miles north of Hawaii.

(EV):  In 1887, U.S. military leaders pressured Hawaii to allow the United States to build a naval base at Pearl Harbor, the kingdom’s best port.

(AN):  This is significant because it shows that many politicians believed that a military presence in the Pacific was important in order to compete with nations such as Japan and Britain.

The following are supplemental materials:


1.  a sample scoring guide for this essay.


2.  a note-taking sheet (plus a KEY)


3.  a note-taking sheet to use if the students were asked to recreate the debates in Congress at the time between the imperialists and the anti-imperialists.


4.  the questions that have been on the A.P. exam about United States expansionism.

Scoring Guide – Imperialism Essay

Thesis Statement:

· states the position clearly

· addresses all aspects of question or prompt

· previews claims and evidence that will support the argument 

_____/ ______ points

Evidence:

· is identifiable and clearly stated

· is accurate and detailed in support of each claim

· addresses the economic, military, and cultural factors

· is from at least two (2) of following:


Cuba, Puerto Rico, Philippines, China, Panama, or Mexico

· is ordered effectively within body paragraphs 

_____ / _____ points

Analysis:

· explains the meaning of quotations and other evidence 

· explains the connection of evidence to the claims 


made in the paragraph

· tells why the evidence is significant and supports the thesis 

_____ / _____ points

Organization and Structure: 
· sentences follow a logical order within paragraphs

· transitions are used effectively between sentences and 


between paragraphs

_____ / _____ points

Grammar and Style:

· has few or no errors in grammar

· has no misspellings

· uses required terms or quotations appropriately and


integrated smoothly into the text

· uses the active voice

· uses third person

_____ / _____ points

Total Score:  _____/____ points


	Location
	Economic Factors
	Military Factors
	Cultural Factors

	Hawaii


	
	
	

	           Cuba


	
	
	

	Puerto Rico


	
	
	

	Philippines


	
	
	

	China


	
	
	

	Panama


	
	
	

	Mexico


	
	
	



KEY

	Location
	    Economic Factors
	     Military Factors
	     Cultural Factors

	 
	· Needed raw materials for factories
· Needed new markets for manufactured goods
· Foreign trade would solve overproduction and unemployment in U.S.
	· Strong U.S. navy to defend peacetime shipping lanes essential to American economic growth
· Strategically located bases where fleets could be refueled
	· Social Darwinism
· Spread Christianity

	 Hawaii
	American-owned sugar plantations accounted for ¾ of Hawaiian wealth
	U.S. strong-armed Hawaii into signing a treaty allowing the construction of American military base at Pearl Harbor
	1887 white business leaders in Hawaii forced King Kalakaua to change Hawaii’s constitution to grant voting rights only to wealthy landowners

	 Cuba
	In 1886, American capitalists began investing millions of dollars in sugar cane plantations.

Most important reason for U.S to maintain a strong political presence in Cuba to protest its economic interest – American corporations had invested heavily in sugar, tobacco and mining industries


	Many businesspeople were convinced that political control of colonies was necessary in order to protect the large profits to be found there
	Many Americans sympathized with Cuban rebels

	Puerto Rico
	Important to U.S. for protecting a future canal that some American leaders wanted to build across the Isthmus of Panama
	Strategically important to the U.S., both for maintaining a U.S. presence in the Caribbean and for protecting a future canal (in Panama)
	Americans were there to “bring you protection, not only to yourselves but to your property, to promote your prosperity, and to bestow upon you the immunities and blessings of the liberal institutions of our government”



	 Philippines
	Saw Philippines as a gateway to the rest of Asia
	1898 Roosevelt ordered Pacific fleet to sail for Philippines in case war with Spain broke out
	McKinley: “that there was noting left for us to do but to take them all (the Philippine Islands), and to educate the Filipinos and uplift and Christianize them”

	 China
	Vast potential market for American products; presented American investors with opportunities for large-scale railroad construction; competition with Europe and Japan for trading rights; U.S. had to intervene abroad to keep foreign markets open


	 
	The closing of an area to American products, citizens, or ideas threatened U.S. survival

	 Panama
	Canal greatly reduced travel time for commercial ship; in 1914 more than 1,000 merchant ships passed through the canal during its first year


	Canal would reduce travel time for military ships
	

	 Mexico
	Foreigners, mostly Americans, owned a large share of Mexican oil wells, mines, railroads, and ranches
	Mexican officers arrested a few American sailors in Tampico; though sailors were released, Wilson ordered U.S marines to occupy Veracruz
	


IMPERIALISM




Pro






Con

Hawaii
________________________

___________________________



________________________

___________________________



________________________

___________________________



________________________

___________________________

Cuba

________________________

___________________________



________________________

___________________________



________________________

___________________________



________________________

___________________________

Puerto
________________________

___________________________ 

   Rico



________________________

___________________________



________________________

___________________________



________________________

___________________________

Philippines

___________________

___________________________



________________________

___________________________



_________________________

___________________________



_________________________

___________________________

Panama
_________________________

___________________________



_________________________

___________________________

These are the Free Response Essay Questions that have been asked on previous A.P. Exams. 

1.   
“United States foreign policy between 1815 and 1910 was determined less by 

      
economic than strategic, moral, or political interests.”  

Assess the validity of this generalization with reference to at least TWO major episodes ( for example: treaties, wars, proclamations, annexations, etc.) in the foreign policy of the United States between 1815 and 1910.   (1980)

2.   
How and why did the Monroe Doctrine become the cornerstone of United States

      
foreign policy by the late nineteenth century?  (1985)

3.   
Both the Mexican War and the Spanish American War were premeditated 
resulting from deliberately calculated schemes of robbery on the part of a superior 
power against weak and defenseless neighbors.   (1986)

4.    
Compare the debates that took place over American expansionism in the 1840’s 
with those that took place in the 1890’s, analyzing the similarities and differences 
in the debates of the two eras.  (1992)

There was also a D.B.Q. in 1994 that posed the following question:  



To what extent was late nineteenth-century United States expansionism of 


past United States expansionism and to what extent was it a departure?
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