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       Name   _______    
        Date   Per:   

Selecting Evidence for History Writing 
The thesis is the main idea and answers the prompt.  Each main point of your thesis statement should be 
supported by a paragraph in the body of your essay.  Each paragraph must have a topic sentence telling what 
the paragraph is about and evidence to support that statement.  Every sentence of the paragraph should 
support the topic sentence.  Choosing the best evidence will make your argument convincing to the reader. 

 
Directions: Circle the evidence that best supports the thesis and relates to the topic sentence. 

 
Essay Question:  What organized activity is most significant in the lives of young people? 
Thesis:  Organized team sports are important because they instill discipline, good health, and teamwork   
             into the lives of teens. 

Paragraph #1 Topic Sentence:  Team sports are a great source of discipline for teens. 
 
a. Swimming is one of the best aerobic sports with minimal danger of injury. 

b. Since sports require good grades and behavior records, teens involved in sports are less likely to  

    make poor choices.  

c. By being involved in a team sport, teens must organize their lives and time better.  

d. Exercise through practice and drill improves teen health. 

e. Team sports such as soccer and baseball bring individuals together to work as a team. 

Essay Question:  How did states define the rights of citizens? 
Thesis:  States used requirements such as residency, property ownership, and religion to determine the  
             rights of citizens. 

Paragraph #2 Topic Sentence: Owning property could be important to voting and holding 
office. 
 

1. In Massachusetts, a person had to be 21 years old to vote. 

2. Some property owners in the South had large plantations. 

3. In Massachusetts, a citizen needed an estate worth 60 pounds to vote, but an estate worth 100 

pounds to hold office. 

4. There was no state-established religion in New Jersey. 

5. In South Carolina, different property requirements applied to hold the offices of representative, 

senator or governor. 

6. Pennsylvania guaranteed civil rights to all those who worshipped God. 

7. In order to vote, a resident of South Carolina was required to have owned 50 acres or a town 

lot for six months, or to have paid taxes equal to the tax on 50 acres. 

8. New Jersey required inhabitants to have 50 pounds clear estate to vote and 500 pounds clear 

estate to run for Assembly. 
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NAME_____________________________________ 

Citizenship and State Constitutions Writing Prompt: 
Thesis:  States used requirements such as residency, property ownership and religion to determine the rights of citizens. 
  Body Paragraph #1:     Body Paragraph #2:        Body Paragraph #3: 
  Residency          Property Ownership       Religion 
Topic Sentence: 

 
Topic Sentence: 

Owning property could be 
important to voting and holding 
office. 

Topic Sentence: 
 

Evidence/detail: 
 
 
 
 

Evidence/detail: Evidence/detail: 

Evidence/detail: 
 
 
 
 

Evidence/detail: Evidence/detail: 

Evidence/detail: 
 
 
 
 

Evidence/detail: Evidence/detail: 

Analysis: Why would that be important? 
 
 
 
 
 

Analysis: Why would that be important? Analysis: Why would that be important? 

 
Conclusion (Thesis Rephrased):______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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NAME_____________________________________ 
Five Paragraph Essay Format Outline 

Don’t write many sentences-write words and phrases!!!!! 
 

Essay Question: How did states define the rights of citizens? 
 

Title:_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Introductory ¶ 
Historical Background: ________________________________________________                                                                                                                 
(Explain the time period) 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Explanation of the basics: _____________________________________________ 
(Introduce your topics and the events leading to them) 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________                                                                            

 

Thesis Statement: States used requirements such as residency, property 
ownership, and religion to determine the rights of citizens. 
 

Body ¶ #1 Residency 
Topic Sentence: Write this sentence out. 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                    
Evidence: __________________________________________________________  
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                    
Evidence: __________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                    
Evidence: __________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                    
Analysis: __________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
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Body ¶ #2 Property Ownership 
Topic Sentence: Owning property could be important to voting and holding office. 
 
Evidence: __________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                    
Evidence: __________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                    
Evidence: __________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________                                                                                                 
 
Analysis: __________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                    
Body ¶ #3 Religion 
Topic Sentence: Write this sentence out. 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                  
Evidence: __________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                    
Evidence: __________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                    
Evidence: __________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                    
Analysis: __________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Conclusion ¶   
Restate your thesis: Mention all three topics again and tie them into the essay question. 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                    
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Review your analysis.  How do the three main points answer the essay question? Explain how they all 
relate to each other and to the thesis. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                    
_________________________________________________________________ 
Relate your topic to a larger historical topic:  remind the reader of the general topic of the essay. 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                    
_________________________________________________________________ 
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TEACHER KEY      The Living Constitution: Sentence Deconstruction Activity  
Time marker/ 
connector 

Who (subject) Action Who, What, Where What conclusion can you draw? 
What questions do you have? 

 Most convention 
delegates  

wanted a strong national government. 
 

 

At the same time, They 
 (most convention 
delegates) 

 
hoped to protect 

popular sovereignty, the idea that 
political authority belongs to the 
people. 

Which people? Do the people get to 
participate directly? 

 Americans had boldly 
declared 

this idea (popular sovereignty) in 
the Declaration of Independence. 

 

  
The delegates 

 
also wanted 

to balance the power of the 
national government with the 
powers of the states. 

 

Therefore, the delegates created   federalism.  
  

Federalism 
 
is 

the sharing of power between a 
central government and the states 
that make up a country.  

 

Under the 
Constitution, 

each state must obey the authority of the federal, or  
national, government. 

 

 States have control over government functions 
not specifically assigned to the 
federal government. 

 

 This  
(state control) 

included control of local government, 
education, the chartering of 
corporations, and the supervision 
of religious bodies. 

Who/What are “religious bodies?” 

 States also have the power to create and oversee 
civil and criminal law. 

 

(however) States,  must protect  the welfare of their citizens.  
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TEACHER KEY [page 1 of 3]                                  CITIZENSHIP IN THE U.S. DURING THE 1770’S & 1780’S 
STATE WHAT ARE THE VOTING 

QUALIFICATIONS? 
WHAT LAWS WERE ESTABLISHED 

ABOUT RELIGION? 
WHO COULD HOLD A POLITICAL 

OFFICE? 
 
 

MASSACHUSETTS 
 

(Information comes from the 
Constitution of Massachusetts 

of 1780) 
 

http://www.nhinet.org/ 
ccs/docs/ma-1780.htm 

Age Requirements: 21 years 
 
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:  Male    
   
Religion Requirements:   
 
Property Requirements: Freehold estate with 
income of 3 pounds or any estate worth 60 
pounds to vote for Senate. Must own property 
in same town to vote for House. 
 
Financial/Money Requirements:  Annual income 
of 3 pounds or a freehold estate worth 60 
pounds to vote for Senate 
 
Residency Requirements:   1 year in town to 
vote for House; no requirement for Senate  

State Religion Requirements:  Right and duty to 
worship Supreme Being according to conscience. 
  
Acceptable Religion & Practices:  Christians of 
different denominations are equal under law.  
 
Church Taxes Requirements:   People are taxed 
for public, Protestant worship and to maintain 
churches and fund religious educators.  
 
Religious Tolerance:  Christians of different 
denominations are equal under law. 
  
  

Age Requirements:  
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:  Male    
Religion Requirements:  Christian  
Property Requirements:  Representative—freehold of 
100 pounds or ratable estate of 200 pounds w/i town 
he shall represent. Senator—Freehold w/i 
commonwealth of 300 pounds or personal estate of 
600 pounds or combination to total. Governor—
Freehold w/i commonwealth of 1000 pounds. 
Financial/Money Requirements:  Rep—Freehold of 100 
pounds or ratable estate of 200 pounds. Senator: 
Personal estate 600 pounds or sum freehold/personal 
estate to sum. Gov—Must have freehold valued at 
1000 pounds minimum. 
Residency Requirements:  Rep—1 year. Senator—5 
years.  Governor—7 years.  
 

 
 

NEW JERSEY 
 
(Information comes from the 
Constitution of New Jersey of 

1776) 
 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/ 

avalon/states/nj15.htm 

Age Requirements: Full age 
 
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:   
    
Religion Requirements:  
   
Property Requirements. 
 
Financial/Money Requirements:   
 50 pounds, clear estate 
 
Residency Requirements:  12 months 
  

State Religion Requirements:  No established 
religion 
  
Acceptable Religion & Practices: All Protestant 
sects 
 
Church Taxes Requirements: No compulsory 
attendance or required public worship.  No taxes 
for religion. 
   
Religious Tolerance: All Protestant sects enjoy 
civil rights.  
  

Age Requirements:  
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements: 
Religion Requirements:  Protestant sect. 
Property Requirements: Legislative Council—Must be 
freeholder in county in which he is chosen   
Financial/Money Requirements: Leg Council: Must own 
property, real or personal, worth at least 1000 pounds 
within the county. Assembly: Must own property, real 
or personal, worth 500 pounds in same county as 
elected.   
Residency Requirements:  Leg Council: Inhabitant and 
freeholder of county 1 year.   
Other: Governor must be “some fit person” and is 
elected by Council and Assembly 

 
 

PENNSYLVANIA 
 

(Information comes from the 
Constitution of Pennsylvania of 

1776) 
 

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/ 
avalon/states/pa08.htm 

Age Requirements: 21 years 
 
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:  Free man  
 
Religion Requirements:    
Property Requirements:  
Financial/Money Requirements:  Must have paid 
taxes 1 year; sons of freeholders, age 21, may 
vote w/o having paid taxes.  
 
Residency Requirements:   1 year  

State Religion Requirements:  None 
  
Acceptable Religion & Practices: Free exercise of 
worship; cannot be compelled to attend any 
worship.  
   
Church Taxes Requirements:    
  
 Religious Tolerance:  Civil rights guaranteed to 
all who acknowledge the being of a God.  No one 
may interfere with another’s worship.  

Age Requirements:  
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:  Free man 
Religion Requirements:  Must take religious oath, 
believe in God and scriptures of Old and New 
Testament.  
Property Requirements:   
Financial/Money Requirements:   
Residency Requirements: 2 years  
Other: Must have wisdom and virtue. A representative 
cannot hold other offices, except military. Term limits 
exist.   
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[Key, p2 of 3] 
STATE 

WHAT ARE THE VOTING 
QUALIFICATIONS? 

WHAT LAWS WERE ESTABLISHED 
ABOUT RELIGION? 

WHO COULD HOLD A POLITICAL 
OFFICE? 

 
 

VIRGINIA 
 
 
(Information comes from the 

Constitution of Virginia of 
1776) 

 
 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/a

valon/states/va05.htm 
 
 
 
 

Age Requirements:  
 
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements: Male. No 
women, convicts, Negroes, Indians, or mulattos  
   
Religion Requirements:  No non-Protestants 
  
Property Requirements:  Evidence of 
permanent, common interest. 50 acres 
unsettled, or 25 acres plantation settled (with 
house 12 ft square). 
 
Financial/Money Requirements:   
 
Residency Requirements:  Property owner for 1 
year, unless received by inheritance or 
marriage. 
  

State Religion Requirements:  No 
  
Acceptable Religion & Practices:    
   
 
Church Taxes Requirements:    
  
   
 
Religious Tolerance:  Free exercise of religion 
according to conscience is protected. It is 
“mutual duty of all to practice Christian 
forbearance, love, and charity towards each 
other.” 
  
    
  

Age Requirements: Senator must be 25 years 
 
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:  Male 
    
Religion Requirements:   
  
Property Requirements:  Rep: Must be freeholder in 
county being represented. Senator: Must be 
freeholder in district represented. 
 
Financial/Money Requirements:     
 
Residency Requirements: Rep: Must live in county that 
is being represented. Senator: Must be resident and 
freeholder in district represented 
  
Other: Not hereditary 

 
 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
 

 
(Information comes from the 
Constitution of South Carolina 

of 1780) 

 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/ 

avalon/states/sc02 .htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Age Requirements: 21 years 
 
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements: Free white 
man  
   
Religion Requirements:  Must acknowledge the 
being of God, believe in future state of 
rewards/punishments. 
   
Property Requirements:  Freehold of 50 acres 
of land or a town lot for 6 months, or has paid 
tax equal to tax on 50 acres of land. 
 
Financial/Money Requirements:  Own property 
or pay taxes equal to tax on 50 acres of land. 
 
Residency Requirements: 1 year in state. 
Freehold owner in election district 6 months, 
or resident in election district 6 months and 
paid tax preceding year. 

State Religion Requirements:  Christian 
Protestant religion is established religion of 
state. 
 
 
Acceptable Religion & Practices:  All 
denominations of Christian Protestant religions 
have equal legal privileges. 
 
Church Taxes Requirements:   Cannot force a 
person to support religious worship involuntarily 
 
 
 
Religious Tolerance:  Other religions are 
tolerated if they believe in one God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Age Requirements: Senate: 30 yrs. old 
 
Gender & Ethnicity Requirements:     
 
Religion Requirements: Must be Protestant.  Ministers 
could not hold elected office. 
 
Property Requirements:  Representative: No non-
resident unless owns settled estate/ freehold of 3500 
pounds clear of debt in district. Otherwise, same as in 
election act. 
Senator: Settled estate/freehold in own right in 
district 2000 pounds, clear of debt; non-resident must 
have settled estate/freehold 7000 pounds. 
Governor: Settled plantation or freehold in own right 
of 10,000 pounds, clear of debt. 
 
Financial/Money Requirements:  Must have estates as 
valued above under property requirements. 
 
Residency Requirements:  Rep: 3 years.  Senate: 5 
years.  Governor: 10 years 
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[KEY p3 of 3] 
  
  

  VOTING  
QUALIFICATIONS 

LAWS ESTABLISHED ABOUT 
RELIGION 

HOLDING A  
POLITICAL OFFICE 

ANALYSIS 
 

What were the 
common 

requirements? 
 
 
 
 

Why did the states 
have these 

requirements? 
 
 
 
 
 

What were the 
differences? 

 
 
 

Why did the 
requirements differ 
among the states? 

  
 
Many states required residency, 
property ownership, and/or wealth 
in order to vote. Men also had to 
be over the age of 21. 
 
 
 
People believed that residency and 
owning property or wealth meant 
that a person had a stake in 
society and thus had an interest in 
voting for a good government. 
Wealth also meant a person was 
independent and his vote couldn’t 
be influenced. They wanted voters 
to be mature. 
 
NJ allowed women who owned 
property to vote; PA didn’t require 
property in order to vote. 
 
 
 
Each state had the power to 
determine its own requirements 
for voting, and each state chose 
its own way to do that.  
 
 

  
 
Many states emphasized religious 
tolerance and the ability to worship 
without interference from others, 
but also made believing in one God, 
or the Christian God, central to 
having civil rights. 
 
Religion was very important to 
people and they believed it should 
be tied to government and one’s 
rights. 
 
 
 
Some states specified a Christian 
god, others one god, and others 
were even more liberal. Some states 
made people pay taxes to support 
religion, while others said there 
would never be a tax. Some had 
established religions, others didn’t. 
 
Some states were founded due to 
religious persecution elsewhere. 
This may have caused some states 
to try and set up their own religious 
state, but caused others to increase 
religious freedoms. 

  
 
Many states required residency, 
property ownership, or wealth to hold 
office, just as they did for voting. But 
the requirements are higher than for 
voting, and are higher still for the 
higher positions. 
 
If residency, property, and wealth 
meant people had a stake in society, 
then the extremely wealthy had a 
larger stake and their accumulation of 
wealth was again seen as a sign of their 
independence. They also thought 
wealthy people would make the best 
decisions. 
 
Some states specified that a person 
should be older to be in office than to 
vote, and some had quite high 
requirements whereas others had lower 
ones. Some states also required 
officials to take a religious oath. 
 
Some states were more egalitarian than 
others. Some states were more 
religious than others and believed that 
leaders with shared religious beliefs 
would make better decisions. 
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KEY—THESIS STATEMENTS IN HISTORY WRITING: Part I 
1.  Which cafeteria food best meets the needs of students? 

A. Thesis: The nachos at our school taste really nasty.  I hate them. 
a. No. Does not answer the prompt. 
 

B. Thesis: Pizza is the best food because you can eat it with your hands. 
b. No. Gives a specific piece of evidence about a topic. This is a good evidence sentence in a paragraph about 
pizza, or it could be changed to make it into a thesis statement (add bang and bongo!). 
 

C. Thesis: A lunch that is nutritious, delicious and affordable is a turkey sandwich with a side salad. 
c. Yes. The best choice. Answers the prompt, contains main ideas of essay, and clearly states the essay’s argument as 
fact--- “Bing, bang, bongo”—contains three main points to be developed in body paragraphs. 
 

2.  What organized activity is most significant in the lives of young people? 
A. Thesis:  Organized team sports are important because they instill discipline, good health, and teamwork in the 

lives of teens. 
a. Yes. Answers prompt, contains essay’s argument presented as fact—bing, bang, bongo format of main ideas to 
be developed in essay. 
 

B. Thesis: Fun is the most important thing to any young person and that is why they love paint ballin’. 
b. No. Does not answer prompt.  No organized activity mentioned. 
 

C. Thesis: Youth service groups, such as religious youth groups, 4-H, and the Boy Scouts, all make a meaningful 
difference to those teens who participate in them 
c. No. Doesn’t answer prompt “most significant”.  Needs to be a stronger, more specific statement giving the 
essay’s argument. 
 

3.  How did British efforts to raise taxes spark the American Revolution? 
A. Thesis:  Acts of Parliament raised taxes on sugar and tea. 

a. No. Does not answer prompt. States a fact, does not give an argument. 
 

B. Thesis:  American colonists revolted against higher taxes because they were not used to such strict regulations, 
thought taxes would hurt business, and believed that Great Britain had no right to tax them without their consent 
b. No. Does not clearly answer prompt. Does not make a clear connection to the American Revolution; does not 
present main ideas to be developed in essay. 
 

C. Thesis:  Higher taxes led American colonists to revolt because they did not want to pay them 
c. Yes. Answers prompt, states the argument with main ideas to be developed in the essay— 
 

KEY—THESIS STATEMENTS IN HISTORY WRITING: Part II (Bing, Bang, Bongo format) 
Essay Question:  How did states define the rights of citizens? 

1. Depending on the state you lived in, you could not have citizenship for many reasons. 
1.  No. Doesn’t answer prompt “How?”. Not a specific answer, awkward wording. No bing, bang, bongo 
 

2. The different states had different qualifications for citizenship. 
2. No. Doesn’t answer prompt “How?”. A general statement, no main points to be developed.  
 

3. State constitutions outlined citizenship based on race and religion. 
3. Possible thesis, but not best choice. Answers prompt incompletely, does not mention rights of citizens. 
 

4. States defined citizen’s rights based on wealth, religion and gender. 
4. Yes.  Answers the prompt and gives main points—bing, bong, bongo—to be developed in essay. 
 

5. In Massachusetts, if you were a 21 year old man with a 60 pound estate, you could vote. 
5. No. Gives a piece of specific evidence. No argument, no main points to be developed.  
 

6.  States used requirements such as residency, property ownership and religion to determine the rights of citizens 
6. Yes. Best choice. Bing, Bang, Bongo, main ideas to be developed in body paragraphs. 
 

7. Why was citizenship so important?  This essay will tell you why. 
   7. No. Doesn’t answer prompt. No argument, does not present main points. “This essay will tell you why.”—NO! 
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KEY--SELECTING EVIDENCE FOR HISTORY WRITING 
Essay Question: What organized activity is most significant in the lives of young people? 
Thesis: Organized team sports are important because they instill discipline, good health, and teamwork into 

the lives of teens. 
Paragraph #1 Topic sentence: Team sports are a great source of discipline for teens. 

a. Swimming is one of the best aerobic sports with minimal danger of injury. 
a. No. No mention of discipline; sentence emphasizes aerobic activity and danger of injury, could fit into 
second paragraph about health (would also need to emphasize swimming as a team sport, since 
swimming may be either an individual or team sport). 
 

b. Since sports require good grades and behavior records, teens involved in sports are less likely to make 
poor choices.  
b. Yes. Supports topic sentence. Sports require good grades and behavior--shows support for discipline. 
 

c. By being involved in a team sport, teens must organize their lives and time better.  
c. Yes. Organizing lives and time shows evidence of discipline. 
 

d. Exercise through practice and drill improves teen health. 
d. No. Does not support topic sentence. Would fit into second paragraph about health 
 

e. Team sports such as soccer and baseball bring individuals together to work as a team. 
e. No. Does not support topic sentence. Would fit into third paragraph about teamwork. 
 
 

Essay Question: How did states define the rights of citizens? 
Thesis: States used requirements such as residency, property ownership, and religion to determine the rights 

of citizens. 
Paragraph #2 Topic sentence: Owning property could be important to voting and holding office. 

1. In Massachusetts, a person had to be 21 years old to vote. 
1. No. No mention of owning property. 
 

2. Some property owners in the South had large plantations. 
2. No. Owning property is not related to voting or holding office. 
 

3. In Massachusetts, a citizen needed an estate worth 60 pounds to vote, but an estate worth 100 pounds to 
hold office. 
3. Yes. Mentions property/monetary requirements to vote and hold office in Massachusetts. 
 

4. There was no state-established religion in New Jersey. 
4. No. Topic is religion, no mention of owning property, voting, or holding office.  
 

5. In South Carolina, different property requirements applied to hold the offices of representative, senator 
or governor. 
5. Yes. Relates property requirements to holding elected offices in South Carolina. 
 

6. Pennsylvania guaranteed civil rights to all those who worshipped God. 
6. No. Relates civil rights to religion. No mention of owning property, voting, or holding office. Could 
be in third paragraph. 
 

7. In order to vote, a resident of South Carolina was required to have owned 50 acres or a town lot for six 
months, or to have paid taxes equal to the tax on 50 acres. 
7. Yes. Shows property or monetary requirements to vote in South Carolina. 
 

8. New Jersey required inhabitants to have 50 pounds clear estate to vote and 500 pounds clear estate to 
run for Assembly. 
8. Yes. Shows property/monetary requirements to vote and hold office in New Jersey. 




