American Democracy in Word and Deed
MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

11th Grade Lesson: “The Economic Effects of Railroad Expansion” 
Developed by:  Jenny DeAngelis, Jenna Rentz and Erica Shaw
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
Grant Yearly Theme: Economics
History-Social Science Standard/s: 11.2.2, 11.2.4 

Unit Topic:  Industrialization and Immigration
Lesson Focus Question: 


What were the economic impacts of the railroad industry in the 19th century for California businesses and individuals?
Lesson Teaching Thesis: 


The railroad industry created a monopoly that eliminated local businesses and infringed personal liberties such as property rights.
Reading and Writing Strategy/ies:


· READING Strategy: 
· Passage level: Guided Questions

· Graphic Organizer
· WRITING Strategy: 

· Analytical paragraph

· Optional personal narrative
Lesson Assessment:

Student learning will be assessed by a personal narrative using evidence from the textbook and the primary sources.

Suggested Amount of Time: 

2 class periods.
Textbook:
Danzer, Gerald et al. The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21st Century. Evanston, Illinois: McDougal Littell Inc., 2006, Chapter 6, Section 2, pp. 236-240.
Primary Source Citation:

Keller, Frederick. “Our Jolly Blackmailers.”  The Wasp, 1881.

Keller, Frederick. “The Curse of California (the Octopus).” The Wasp, 1882.

Context of the lesson in the unit:  

This lesson is in the context of the Industrial Revolution and the expansion of industry and big business. Students should already have a grasp of the railroad industry.

Lesson Procedure: 
Day 1

1.  Introduction

· Have students answer prompt question to start class: “How did the growth of railroads in the 19th century affect everyday life?” Students should review the economic and social effects of the railroad construction on businesses and people who owned land. 

2. Primary Source 

· Pass out the political cartoon “The Curse of California” and the primary source analysis handout  As a whole group, ask students what the cartoon is symbolizing.  

· Model the analysis of the cartoon as a class, explaining the different parts to the students.  

· Pass out the cartoon “Our Jolly Blackmailers” and thave students work in pairs to analyze the cartoon.  
· Bring the class back together and review their handouts and the answers to the focus question.

3. Reading Strategy: Graphic Organizer
· Have students turn to pages 236-240 and hand out the graphic organizer “Impact of the Railroads”

· Students should use the text to fill in the graphic organizer.

Homework:  Finish the graphic organizer.

Day 2
1.  Introduction

· Have students answer the focus question to start class: “What were the economic effects of the railroad industry in the 19th century on businesses and people in California?”

2. Reading Strategy: Guided Questions 

· Hand out Modesta Avila’s story, and read it aloud as a whole class. One reading strategy: before handing out the reading, highlight different sections and give the highlighted sections to different students around the room.  Students could also do popcorn style reading.

· After reading Avila’s story, allow students to independently answer the guided questions. 

· Hand out the analytical paragraph writing assignment. Students should use the graphic organizers, the political cartoons, and the example of Avila’s story to complete the assignment.

· OPTIONAL:  Hand out the personal narrative writing assignment. Students should use the graphic organizers, the political cartoons, and the example of Avila’s story to complete the assignment.  A rubric is attached- students need to use specific evidence and academic language. 

Homework: Finish analytical paragraph writing assignment. 

History-Social Science Content Standards:
11.2 Students analyze the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large-scale rural-to-urban migration, and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe.

1. Describe the changing landscape, including the growth of cities linked by industry and trade, and the development of cities divided according to race, ethnicity, and class.
1. Discuss corporate mergers that produced trusts and cartels and the economic and political policies of industrial leaders.
Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:
Chronological and Spatial Thinking
1. Students compare the present with the past, evaluating the consequences of past events and decisions and determining the lessons that were learned.

Historical Research, Evidence, and Point of View
3. Students evaluate major debates among historians concerning alternative interpretations of the past, including an analysis of authors' use of evidence and the distinctions between sound generalizations and misleading oversimplifications. 

4. Students construct and test hypotheses; collect, evaluate, and employ information from multiple primary and secondary sources; and apply it in oral and written presentations.

      Historical Interpretation 
3. Students interpret past events and issues within the context in which an event unfolded rather than solely in terms of present-day norms and values. 

4. Students understand the meaning, implication, and impact of historical events and recognize that events could have taken other directions.        

Common Core State Standards:
Reading: Informational Text

RI.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

RI.11-12.7. Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or solve a problem.
Writing:

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events.

Speaking and Listening:
SL.11-12.2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.
Language:
L.11-12.3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
TEACHER INFORMATION 
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TEACHER INFORMATION
Nob Hill is a wealthy area in San Francisco and one of the owners of the Southern Pacific Railroad (SPRR) owned a home there.  The railroad also owned their own telegraph lines and ships, and they only used their telegraph lines and would only transport items using their own ships.  Not only that,  but the railroad lines only went to their own ports.  This took nearly all the business away from the other telegraph lines and shipping companies.  They were also the only railroad around, so any farmers or others who wanted to transport goods were forced to pay whatever prices the railroad wanted.   Another industry that suffered was the stagecoach industry.  The railroad was a much faster and much more reliable source of transportation.  

Mussel Slough was a town in the central valley where squatters were living on the land owned by SPRR.  The railroad owners sent the Federal Marshals into Mussel Slough to get the squatters off the land.  In the struggle that ensued 7 people were killed by the Marshals.  

Focus Question:  What were the economic impacts of the railroad in the late 19th century for businesses and individuals in California?
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Source:  Keller, Frederick, “The Curse of California (the Octopus).”  The Wasp, 1882.
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Source:  Keller, Frederick, “Our Jolly Blackmailers.”  The Wasp, 1881.

Name _______________________________________________ Date ___________ Per. _____
Primary Source Analysis
	Doc #

1
	Name of political cartoon?  Who created it?
	When & where is the document from?

	DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE
What do you see?  
	MEANING
Specific meaning of objects

	
	

	MAIN IDEA
What is the main idea that the author/illustrator is trying to get across?



	Doc #

2
	Name of political cartoon?  Who created it?
	When & where is the document from?

	DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE
What do you see?  
	MEANING
Specific meaning of objects

	
	

	MAIN IDEA
What is the main idea that the author/illustrator is trying to get across?



Name _______________________________________________ Date ___________ Per. _____
Primary Source Cartoon Analysis 



Teacher Key
	Doc #

1
	Name of political cartoon?  Who created it?

The Curse of California

Frederick Keller
	When & where is the document from?

1882

The Wasp, a magazine from San Francisco

	DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE
What do you see?  
	MEANING
Specific meaning of objects

	Octopus labeled RR Monopoly
	The RR is a monster and controlling all aspects of business in CA

	Octopus eyes are people
	These are Leland Stanford & Mark Hopkins, the owners of SPRR

	Nob Hill with money bags & U.S. bonds
	Nob Hill is a rich area of SF where some of the owners of the RR live.

	Ship with wheat export flag
	The SPRR owned its own warehouses & ships and would only use their own resources to transport goods.

	Stagecoach
	Stagecoach owners were forced out of business with the RR

	Lumber dealers/loggers, fruit growers, famers, miners, & wine growers
	They were forced to use the SPRR if they wanted to transport goods

	Mussel Slough
	SPRR sent federal marshals to kick squatters off the land, they ended up killing 7 people

	Telegraph operators
	SPRR owned telegraph lines along the RR lines

	MAIN IDEA
What is the main idea that the author/illustrator is trying to get across?
The Southern Pacific RR is a monster that is hurting businesses in California and benefitting the owners of the RR.


	Doc #

2
	Name of political cartoon?  Who created it?

Our Jolly Blackmailers

Frederick Keller
	When & where is the document from?

1881

The Wasp, a magazine from San Francisco

	DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE
What do you see?  
	MEANING
Specific meaning of objects

	Stagecoach labeled Progress and a fancy dressed guy with a gun, holding up the stagecoach

Belt that says SPRR

Carrying loot back to a fancy house in Nob Hill


	The guy with the gun is holding up progress.  He is not allowing progress to move forward .

SPRR stands for Southern Pacific Railroad, this shows that the guy holding up progress is a part of SPRR

The rich people in Nob Hill are getting the money from the robbery



	MAIN IDEA
What is the main idea that the author/illustrator is trying to get across?
The Southern Pacific Railroad is stopping progress from moving forward and is robbing the people.


Name _______________________________________________ Date ___________ Per. _____
Impact of the Railroad

Focus Question: What were the economic impacts of the railroad in the late 19th century for business’ and individuals in California?

Using the information discussed in class as well as the information in your textbook on ‘The Age of Railroads’ (Chapter 6, Section 2), fill out the following chart using specific examples, people, or events that answer the following question. Be prepared to defend your answers tomorrow in class.

How did the growth of railroads affect people’s everyday lives? 

[image: image4]











TEACHER KEY

Impact of the Railroad

Focus Question: What were the economic impacts of the railroad in the late 19th century for business’ and individuals in California?

Using the information discussed in class as well as the information in your textbook on ‘The Age of Railroads’ (Chapter 6, Section 2), fill out the following chart using specific examples, people, or events that answer the following question. Be prepared to defend your answers tomorrow in class.

How did the growth of railroads affect people’s everyday lives? 

[image: image5]
Modesta Avila (1867-1891)

Modesta Avila was born into a ranching family in 1867. Her kin lived on a small plot of land in southern California’s San Juan Capistrano that they owned until about 1888 and continued to occupy and cultivate after having sold it. This land and the region’s cultural and gender politics thrust Avila into the center of a dramatic tragedy of great personal and symbolic import.


In 1889, when Avila was in her early twenties, some of the region’s Anglo residents wanted to secede from the larger Los Angeles County and create Orange County. Rapidly populating the area, migrants of all origins joined Mexicans who had been there for generations. More often than not, the newcomers did everything possible to acquire (or appropriate) Mexican-owned land. Among those who looked voraciously at the region were the owners of the railroad companies who sought to spread their tracks into the south.
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Modesta Avila and the Santa Fe Railroad almost literally collided shortly before Orange County was created. The railroad, increasingly the most powerful economic interest in southern California, expanded over people’s property without permission or recompense, and in Avila’s case the Santa Fe did just that: their tracks ran through her former property, and she had no say in the matter. Nonetheless, like many others violated in this way by the powerful railroads, Avila objected strenuously.  Sometime in June 1889 she challenged the railroad through a gesture that would come back to haunt her a few months later.  She laid a railroad tie or a wooden post across the tracks that passed though her property.  It is said that she attached a paper to the post on which she had written, “This land belongs to me!”  Shortly thereafter she informed a railroad agent, and he removed the tie before a train passed.


Four months later the newly elected sheriff of the recently created Orange County, together with the newly elected district attorney, had Modesta Avila arrested and charged her with obstructing a railroad track. She was tried before a jury twice; the first trial ended in a hung jury, and the second with her conviction on November 1, 1889.  (It is interesting to note that between the first and second trials, people had learned that Avila was pregnant, a socially unacceptable condition for a young single woman in nineteenth-century San Juan Capistrano.)  Avila was sentenced to three years in the California State Penitentiary at San Quentin, where she joined a handful of other woman imprisoned there.


There is every reason to believe that the sequence of legal events that occurred four months after Avila’s symbolic protest was connected to the fact that Orange County’s criminal justice apparatus had yet to accomplish a successful prosecution. Its first felony trial had culminated earlier with an acquittal, and county leaders were anxious to show the state leaders that they could make a strong stand against crime. Avila thus became the vehicle for polishing Orange Countys law-and-order image. It did not hurt the prosecution’s cause that Avila was portrayed in the press of the time as a loose woman, nor that she was one of many Mexicans who had once owned land.


Her lawyer, George Hayford, represented her during her two trials at no cost to her and continued to help her while she was at San Quentin.  He petitioned unsuccessfully for a writ of habeas corpus in February 1890 and subsequently petitioned two governors, again unsuccessfully, for a pardon.  Hayford argued that Avila’s conviction was more a reflection of the community’s moralistic disapproval of her unwed pregnancy than of the strength of the criminal case against her.  He also maintained that Orange County’s political leaders needed a conviction on the books in order to measure up to the larger and more established Los Angeles County from which they had seceded.  Finally, he accused Avila’s father of having misled her as to her rights as a property owner, implying that the father had received some benefit by allowing the railroad to build tracks on the land. 

In any event, Avila remained in San Quentin, and prison records show that she was discharged on March 3, 1892, eight months before the end of her three-year sentence. Other sources, however, allege that she died in prison.  Indeed, her obituary appeared in the Santa Ana Standard on September 26, 1891. 


Modesta Avila led a short life, one that might have gone unnoticed but for her short burst of celebrity, the stark symbolism of her spontaneous protest against the violation of her rights, and the brutal punishment she received for it.  While the details of her death are not chronicled and even the details of her daily life are unknown, the image of that young and fearless female David challenging the railroad Goliath is appealing and dramatic.  Her actions ensure her a place beside thousands and thousands of nameless Chicanas and other Latinas who have stood up to demand their rights.

Source: Ruiz, Vicki L, and Virginia Sanchez Korrol, ed. Latinas in the United States: A Historical Encyclopia. Indiana University Press, 2006, pp 70-71.

Name ___________________________________________  Date __________ Per_____
Guided Questions for Modesta Avila

1. What were the goals of the railroad companies in Southern California?

2. What was Modesta Avila’s response to the railroad expansion on her land?

3. How did Orange County and the railroad industry respond to Avila’s protest?

4. What social and economic factors led to Avila’s conviction?

5. Analyze the following quote: “While the details of her death are not chronicled and even the details of her daily life are unknown, the image of that young and fearless female David challenging the railroad Goliath is appealing and dramatic.”

TEACHER KEY

Guided Questions for Modesta Avila

1. What were the goals of the railroad companies in Southern California?

The railroad companies wanted to gain cheap land by whatever means necessary in order to expand into Southern California.

2. What was Modesta Avila’s response to the railroad expansion on her land?

Avila protested against the expansion, putting either a post or a railroad tie across the track.  Later, she informed the railroad about her obstruction and the railroad agent had it removed before the train passed.

3. How did Orange County and the railroad industry respond to Avila’s protest?

Avila was arrested four months after the protest incident, and was sentenced to three years in San Quentin prison.

4. What social and economic factors led to Avila’s conviction?

Orange County, at the time, had not had their first conviction and wanted to appear tough on crime.  Economically, the railroad company sought quick retribution against those that disrupted their expansion.  Socially, some believe she was convicted because of her “loose morals,” due to her unwed pregnancy.

5. Analyze the following quote: “While the details of her death are not chronicled and even the details of her daily life are unknown, the image of that young and fearless female David challenging the railroad Goliath is appealing and dramatic.”

Answers will vary.  Students may reflect on the David and Goliath analogy, or the importance of individuals in history.   

Name _______________________________________________ Date ___________ Per. _____
Graphic Organizer- The Economic Effects of the Railroad

	Group affected
	How they were affected

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Lesson focus question: What were the economic impacts of the railroad industry in the 19th century for California businesses and individuals?
Name _______________________________________________ Date ___________ Per. _____
Graphic Organizer- The Economic Effects of the Railroad

TEACHER KEY
	Group Affected
	How they were affected

	Shipping industry
	· Due to goods being transported on the RR, the shipping industry has lost business.  

· SPRR has their own ships and the RR only transports to those ships, so the shipping companies lose money.

	Stagecoach industry
	· With more people using the RR, the stagecoach industry lost business.

	Lumber dealers, Farmers, Fruit growers, Wine growers
	· They were forced to use the SPRR to transport their goods so the RR could charge however much they wanted and they were forced to pay whatever the RR wanted.

	People in Mussel Slough
	· The people lost the land they were living on when the federal marshals were sent in by the SPRR to kick them off the land.

	Telegraph operators
	· The SPRR owned their own telegraph lines and would only communicate with their own lines so the other companies lost business.


Lesson focus question: What were the economic impacts of the railroad industry in the 19th century for California businesses and individuals?
Focus Question: What were the economic impacts of the railroad industry in the late 19th century for California businesses and individuals?
Thesis: The expansion of the railroad had _______________________ (negative or positive) economic effects on ____________________________________________________________, ____________________________________, and _____________________________________. 

Background: The railroad industry _________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.

Evidence: This affected ____________________ by (analysis) __________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.

Evidence: Another group affected by railroad expansion was ____________________________

They were affected because (analysis)_______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.

Evidence: Finally, the railroads had ______________________________ (negative or positive) effects on________________________because (analysis) ______________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________.

TEACHER KEY

Analytical Paragraph
Focus Question: What were the economic impacts of the railroad industry in the late 19th century for California businesses and individuals?
Thesis: The expansion of the railroad had negative economic effects on stagecoach owners, fruit growers, and the shipping industry. 

Background: The railroad industry greatly expanded in the late 19th century, and became a monopoly.  The railroad owners needed more land to expand their services, and therefore their profits. 
Evidence: This affected stagecoach owners by (analysis) making their business obsolete. 

Evidence: Another group affected by railroad expansion were the fruit growers of California. They were affected because (analysis) the railroad company took over their land. 

Evidence: Finally, the railroads had a negative effect on the shipping industry because (analysis) Southern Pacific Railroad had their own ships.  Ships not incorporated by the railroads had difficulty maintaining their business. 

Name ________________________________________ Date ______________ Per ________

Writing a Personal Narrative

Using the evidence from the graphic organizers, the political cartoon, the story of Modesta Avila, write a personal narrative about the effect of the railroads from a particular perspective.  Choose a group affected (such as the landowners, the stage coach owners, the miners, the shipbuilders, the railroad owners, etc) and explain how the railroad company either positively or negatively affected them.  The narrative should be in first person and should use specific evidence to explain the positive or negative effects of the railroad.  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Name:_____________________________________________ Date ____________ Per______

The Economic Effects of the Railroad Writing Assignment Rubric
Uses examples from graphic organizers





_____/5

Person or example integrated from political cartoon(s)



_____/5

Describes group affected







_____/5

Description of positive/negative effects of the railroad on group


_____/10

TOTAL SCORE:  





















______/25



Rapid Growth of Railroads






































Rapid Growth of Railroads








RR required the regulation of many industries.





RR created a ‘nationwide’ market for goods and resources.








Corruption became common within the RR community.








Consolidation of RR became necessary.








New legislation was required for the growing RR industry.











