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8th Grade Lesson: “How did John Brown affect the movement to abolish slavery?” 
Developed by:  Kathe Welch and Sue Kunich
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
Grant Yearly Theme: Cultural/Intellectual
History-Social Science Standard: 

8.9 Students analyze the early and steady attempts to abolish slavery and to realize the ideals of the Declaration of Independence. 
1. Describe the leaders of the movement (e.g., John Quincy Adams and his proposed constitutional amendment, John Brown and the armed resistance, Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad, Benjamin Franklin, Theodore Weld, William Lloyd Garrison, Frederick Douglass). 

Unit Topic:  The Nation Expands
Lesson Focus Question: 



How did John Brown affect the movement to abolish slavery?  

Lesson Teaching Thesis: 



John Brown’s actions intensified the disagreement between free and slave states.
Reading and Writing Strategies:


· READING Strategy: 
Cause and Effect
· WRITING Strategy: 

Analyzing Art
Lesson Assessment:  
Assess accuracy of timeline and paragraph.
Suggested Amount of Time: 

1-2 class periods
Textbook:
Deverell, William and White, Deborah Gray. United States History: Independence to 1914. Orlando, Florida: Holt, Rinehart and Winston., 2006, Chapter 14:A Divided Nation, pp.446-449, 455-456.
Context of the lesson in the unit:  

Prior to this lesson, students should have studied American History

through the Missouri Compromise.

Lesson Plan Procedure:
1. Begin by introducing the focus question and teacher thesis.  
2. Continue by playing the YouTube versions of John Brown’s Body to hook attention.  Conduct pair-share, class-share discussion as appropriate. 
3. Introduce Thomas Hovenden’s The Last Moments of John Brown (1884) along with the Analyzing Art worksheet.  Complete individually, in pairs or small groups. Follow with the writing of a structured paragraph using the Art Analysis Paragraph worksheet.
4. Finish with the Cause and Effect Chart. Ask a TA to cut out Teacher Key cause and effect text squares and randomly place one set in each envelope. Classes of 30 will need about ten envelopes.  Individually, in pairs, or groups, ask students to accurately place the pieces of the puzzle on the Chart.
NOTE: The order in which items 2-4 occur is optional.

Primary Source Citation:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jso1YRQnpCI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGPN2x0ChnY&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oTDDTYar15I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40aXpIBZv_k&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txfdBLD3uks&feature=related
John Brown's Body Lies A-Mouldering in the Grave

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/johnbrown/brownbody.html






	Description
	'The Last Moments of John Brown', oil on canvas painting by Thomas Hovenden.jpg 

English: 'The Last Moments of John Brown', oil on canvas painting by Thomas Hovenden

	Date
	1882-1884

	Source
	Metropolitan Museum of Art

	Author
	Thomas Hovenden (1840–1895) 





ANALYZING ART
KEY




Name: ___________________

Title of Image:  The Last Moments of John Brown       
Artist: Thomas Hovenden
	Visual Analysis Worksheet

	I see ….
	It tells me …..
	I wonder …..

	A man walking down steps. 

A woman holding baby, children all around her.

He stops to kiss a baby. 

He is surrounded by soldiers and other men in suits. 

Everyone is looking at him, except one of the soldiers, who is holding up his gun.

He has a loose rope around his neck.


	He looks happy to see the baby.

They look like they admire him.

He looks happy to see the baby.

He is important. 


	Who is the man? 

Why are they all paying attention to him?

Is he a soldier? A hero? Or Is he a bad guy? What did he do?

	Use the sentence starters below to discuss the image.

	I noticed … 

It looks like …
	It shows …

The painting describes …
	I think that …


Media: Oil on Canvas

	WHY:  Analysis

	This painting tells me that … some people were sad that John Brown was convicted and sentenced to hang. 



ANALYZING ART





Name: ___________________

Title of Image:  _____________________________ 
Artist: ___________________

	Visual Analysis Worksheet

	I see ….
	It tells me …..
	I wonder …..

	
	
	

	Use the sentence starters below to discuss the image.

	I noticed … 

It looks like …
	It shows …

The painting describes …


	I think that …


Media: ____________________________________

	WHY:  Analysis

	This painting tells me that … 



Teacher Notes:

The completed form above provides an example of how the Analyzing Art form can be filled out. Students’ responses will vary depending on when the image and Analyzing Art form are used. Teachers may choose to look at the art before or after the reading portion. 

Notes on The Last Moments of John Brown by Thomas Hovenden 

Artists and Art historians may look at a historical painting differently than a casual viewer; for example, an artist will use certain techniques to draw attention to what he wants you to see or not see. Below are some insights to help further the discussion you will have with your students.

The soldiers and the men standing around John Brown create a triangular frame and help draw the viewer’s eye to him. The square/rectangular shapes of the door and porch of the courthouse further frame John Brown. The lighter colors of the building and the ground contrast with the darker clothing of the figures and serves to keep the viewer’s attention on them.
All of the people in the painting are focused on John Brown with one exception. The soldier standing to John Brown’s right is the only person not looking at him. This soldier is looking at something outside the image. His eyes and the direction his rifle is pointing draw the viewer into a triangular shape which forces the eye to move clockwise around the image. The viewer’s eye stops on the main subject--John Brown, who is bent over kissing a small child. The lightly colored clothing of the woman holding the child and the soldiers in front of John Brown with their vertical rifles help to give the eye a stopping point, putting the viewer’s focus back on John Brown.
Other details to point out:

· John Brown has a loose rope around his neck and a shackle on his arm.

· Soldiers are standing at attention; one soldier is holding back the crowd.

· Overall mood is somber.

· Small details make the image seem more real: texture of the bricks, shine on the bayonets, light and shadow on the stairs, etc.

· Men in suits look down on John Brown figuratively and literally.
Art Analysis Paragraph




Name:________________________
I.
Summarizing the Primary Source
______________________________________ is a ____________________________________ 

         (name, title of source)





 (type of media)

that _____________________________________________________________________________   

 



(describe content of primary source) 

______________________________________________________________________________
II.
Establishing Context of Primary Source
The _________________________________ was created during a time when _______________
         
     (name, title of source)

___________________________________________________________________________ for
                                                    (describe historical setting)

______________________________________________________________________________                                                                       (audience)

III. Inferring the Message of Primary Source

________________________suggests/shows that ____________________________________ 

         (name, title of source)


                                                  (WHO? Artist)

portray________________________________________________________________________   

 



(WHAT? message regarding a person, place, event, idea) 

_______________________________________________________________________
because _______________________________________________________________________
                                              (SPECIFIC DETAILS - images)

______________________________________________________________________________

IV. Connecting Primary Source to Focus Question

This artwork relates to the focus question because _____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

        (summarize how the primary source evidence answers the focus question)
NAME_________________________

Cause and Effect Key
How did John Brown affect the movement to abolish slavery?
	Cause

Because….           
	Effect

As a result….
	Conclusions/Questions

This is important because….

	In 1853, a proposal was made to build a railroad to the West coast.  Southern Senators agreed to support starting the railroad in Chicago (though they preferred New Orleans) if the new territory west of Missouri was opened to slavery.  
	The Kansas-Nebraska Act was proposed which would divide the remainder of the Louisiana Purchase into two territories—Kansas and Nebraska—and allow the people in each territory to vote on the question of slavery.
	Allowing people to vote on the question of slavery would eliminate the Missouri Compromise’s restriction on slavery north of the 36’ 30’ line.

	Antislavery northerners were outraged. 

                   

 
	They attended protest meetings and sent anti-Nebraska petitions to Congress.
	Despite controversy, The Kansas-Nebraska Act was signed into law on May 30, 1854. Brown moved to Kansas with his four sons in response to the Kansas Nebraska Act.

	Elections for the Kansas legislature were scheduled for March 1855.
	Antislavery and proslavery groups rushed their supporters to Kansas.  Almost 5,000 pro-slavery voters crossed the border from Missouri, voted in Kansas, and returned home.
	As a result, the new legislature had a huge pro-slavery majority.
Was this Legislature legitimate?

	The pro-slavery legislature passed strict pro-slavery laws.
	In protest, anti-slavery Kansans formed their own legislature.
	By early 1856, Kansas had two opposing governments; the population was armed and angry.

	In May 1856, a pro-slavery grand jury in Kansas charged leaders of the anti-slavery government with treason.
	About 800 men rode to the city of Lawrence to arrest the anti-slavery leaders.  The anti-slavery leaders had fled.
	The posse took its anger out on Lawrence by setting fires, looting buildings, and destroying presses used to print antislavery newspapers.  One man was killed in what became known as the “Sack of Lawrence.”


	In retaliation for the Sack of Lawrence, on May 24, 1856 along Pottawatomie Creek, Brown and his four sons killed five pro-slavery men in Kansas in what became known as the Pottawatomie Massacre.
	This episode sparked a wave of violence that resulted in the death of 200 people.
	These events, referred to as “Bleeding Kansas” became national front-page news.

	Meanwhile in Congress, Massachusetts Senator Charles Sumner criticized pro-slavery people in Kansas.
	In response, on May 22, 1856, Representative Preston Brooks used a walking cane to beat Sumner unconscious in the Senate.
	Southerners sent Brooks canes. Outraged Northerners called the attacker “Bully Brooks.”  Brooks was fined $300, though it took Sumner three years to recover.

	In 1858 John Brown tried to start a slave rebellion.  He wanted to attack the federal arsenal in Virginia, seize its weapons, arm local slaves, and kill or take hostage white southerners who stood in his way.  
	He urged abolitionists to give him money.
	On October 16, 1859, John Brown and his 20-man army took over the arsenal in Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, and tried to recruit slaves to join them. 




	Fearing punishment if they took part, local slaves refused to come to the arsenal.
	Local white southerners attacked Brown at the arsenal.
	Eight of his men and three local men were killed.  Brown and some followers retreated to a firehouse.

	Federal troops arrived in Harper’s Ferry and stormed the firehouse.
	Marines killed two of Brown’s men and captured the rest, including Brown.
	Brown was convicted of treason, murder, and conspiracy, and hanged.  Some of Brown’s men also received death sentences.

	Most southern whites felt threatened by the actions of John Brown.
	“We are convinced the safety of the South lies only outside the present Union.”  “…the sooner we get out of the Union, the better.”
	[image: image6.jpg]






Content Question: As either an anti-slavery northerner or pro-slavery southerner, describe how you would have felt about John Brown’s actions.  Provide reasons.

NAME_________________________

Cause and Effect Chart
How did John Brown affect the movement to abolish slavery?

	Cause

Because….           
	Effect

As a result….
	Conclusions/Questions

This is important because….

	In 1853, a proposal was made to build a railroad to the West coast.  Southern Senators agreed to support starting the railroad in Chicago (though they preferred New Orleans) if the new territory west of Missouri was opened to slavery.  
	The Kansas-Nebraska Act was proposed which would divide the remainder of the Louisiana Purchase into two territories—Kansas and Nebraska—and allow the people in each territory to vote on the question of slavery.
	Allowing people to vote on the question of slavery would eliminate the Missouri Compromise’s restriction on slavery north of the 36’ 30’ line.

	Antislavery northerners were outraged. 

                   
	They attended protest meetings and sent anti-Nebraska petitions to Congress.
	Despite controversy, The Kansas-Nebraska Act was signed into law on May 30, 1854. Brown moved to Kansas with his four sons in response to the Kansas Nebraska Act.

	Elections for the Kansas legislature were scheduled for March 1855.
	Antislavery and proslavery groups rushed their supporters to Kansas.  Almost 5,000 pro-slavery voters crossed the border from Missouri, voted in Kansas, and returned home.
	As a result, the new legislature had a huge pro-slavery majority.

Was this Legislature legitimate?

	The pro-slavery legislature passed strict pro-slavery laws.
	In protest, anti-slavery Kansans formed their own legislature.
	By early 1856, Kansas had two opposing governments; the population was armed and angry.

	In May 1856, a pro-slavery grand jury in Kansas charged leaders of the anti-slavery government with treason.
	About 800 men rode to the city of Lawrence to arrest the anti-slavery leaders.  The anti-slavery leaders had fled.
	The posse took its anger out on Lawrence by setting fires, looting buildings, and destroying presses used to print antislavery newspapers.  One man was killed in what became known as the “Sack of Lawrence.”



	In retaliation for the Sack of Lawrence, on May 24, 1856 along Pottawatomie Creek, Brown and his four sons killed five pro-slavery men in Kansas in what became known as the Pottawatomie Massacre.
	This episode sparked a wave of violence that resulted in the death of 200 people.
	These events, referred to as “Bleeding Kansas” became national front-page news.

	Meanwhile in Congress, Massachusetts Senator Charles Sumner criticized pro-slavery people in Kansas.
	In response, on May 22, 1856, Representative Preston Brooks used a walking cane to beat Sumner unconscious in the Senate.
	Southerners sent Brooks canes. Outraged Northerners called the attacker “Bully Brooks.”  Brooks was fined $300, though it took Sumner three years to recover.

	In 1858 John Brown tried to start a slave rebellion.  He wanted to attack the federal arsenal in Virginia, seize its weapons, arm local slaves, and kill or take hostage white southerners who stood in his way.  
	He urged abolitionists to give him money.
	On October 16, 1859, John Brown and his 20-man army took over the arsenal in Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, and tried to recruit slaves to join them. 




	Fearing punishment if they took part, local slaves refused to come to the arsenal.
	Local white southerners attacked Brown at the arsenal.
	Eight of his men and three local men were killed.  Brown and some followers retreated to a firehouse.

	Federal troops arrived in Harper’s Ferry and stormed the firehouse.
	Marines killed two of Brown’s men and captured the rest, including Brown.
	Brown was convicted of treason, murder, and conspiracy, and hanged.  Some of Brown’s men also received death sentences.

	Most southern whites felt threatened by the actions of John Brown.
	“We are convinced the safety of the South lies only outside the present Union.”  “…the sooner we get out of the Union, the better.”
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Content Question: As either an anti-slavery northerner or pro-slavery southerner, describe how you would have felt about John Brown’s actions.  Provide reasons.


These are some exerpts taken from Lies My Teacher Told Me (Loewen 1995) which may be of interest to students.
Before Harpers Ferry, to be an abolitionist was not quite acceptable, even in the North.  Just talking about freeing slaves—advocating immediate emancipation—was behaving at the outer limit of the ideological continuum.  

In his 1859 trial, John Brown captured the attention of the nation like no other abolitionist or slaveowner before or since. In his speech to the court on November 2, just before the judge sentenced him to die, Brown argued, “Had I so interfered in behalf of the rich, the powerful, it would have been all right. I believe that to have interfered as I have done, as I have always freely admitted I have done, in behalf of His despised poor, I did no wrong but right.  Now, if it is deemed necessary that I should forfeit my life for the furtherance of the ends of justice, and mingle my blood further with the blood of my children and with the blood of millions in this slave country whose rights are disregarded by wicked, cruel, and unjust enactments, I say, let it be done.”

(After his sentencing and before his death) Brown’s letters to his family and friends softened his image, showed his human side, and prompted an outpouring of sympathy for his children and soon-to-be widow.
John Brown became a hero to…many blacks and nonslaveholding whites.

When Virginia executed John Brown on December 2, making him the first American since the founding of the nation to be hanged as a traitor, church bells mourned in cities throughout the North.  The day of his execution black-owned businesses across the North closed in mourning.  Frederick Douglass called Brown “one of the greatest heroes known to American fame.”

Nevertheless, Southern slaveowners were appalled at the show of Northern sympathy for Brown and resolved to maintain slavery by any means necessary, including quitting the Union if they lost the next election.
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