American Democracy in Word and Deed

MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

8th Grade Lesson: “The Triangle Trade” 
Developed by:  Mary Risso, Orinda Intermediate School
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
Grant Yearly Theme: Economics 
History-Social Science Standard/s: 8.7.2 

Unit Topic:  Colonial America
Lesson Focus Question: 



What motivated traders in West Africa, New England, and the West Indies to participate in the Triangle Trade of the 17th century?  

Lesson Teaching Thesis: 



Traders in Africa, New England, and West Indies were motivated by money and profit in their involvement with the Triangle Trade of the 17th century.
Reading and Writing Strategy:


· READING Strategy: 
· Compare/Contrast Venn Diagram 
· Deconstructed Sentence 
· WRITING Strategies: 
· Compare/Contrast Venn Diagram 
· Deconstructed Sentence Chart
· Descriptive Summary
Lesson Assessment:

Compare/Contrast Venn Diagram

Deconstructed Sentence Chart
Descriptive Summary Evidence
Whole Class and Teacher Assessment of Descriptive Writing Piece
Suggested Amount of Time: 

Two 45-minute class periods
Textbook:
Deverell, William and White, Deborah Gray. Creating America - A History of the United States: Beginnings Through World War I. Orlando, Florida: McDougal Littell Inc. 2006, Chapter 2, Section 4: Beginnings of Slavery in the Americas, pp. 76 &77; Chapter 4, Section 1, pp. 111  - 112
Primary Source Citation:

Triangle Trade Map – http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/triangulartrade.htm  
Context of the lesson in the unit:  
Triangle Trade was the name for a trading route in the form of a triangle, with stops in New England with a cargo of rum and iron, to West Africa, where the cargo would be traded for slaves, and then on to the West Indies, where slaves were exchanged for sugar and molasses.  The sugar and molasses would then be transported back to New England, where colonists used the molasses to make rum. 
Lesson Procedure: 
1.  Introduction

· Have students open their history books to the “Triangular Trade” map on p. 111 as you show the Triangular Trade map on the document camera.
· Explain how the triangle represents three sides of a trade relationship.
· Tell students that this is one of several trade routes for transporting slaves from West Africa.
· Distribute the Triangular Trade Map handout and the trade map compare/contrast venn diagram
· Read directions for filling out the venn diagram.
· Model the first entry for the students.
· Ask students to work with a partner to fill in the compare/contrast venn diagram as they compare the handout map with the map in their textbook.
· When time is up, ask students to raise their hands and provide information from the compare/contrast venn diagram for you to fill out on the same venn diagram on the document camera.
· After you finish the diagram, ask students what they notice about the results of the compare/contrast venn diagram.
· Ask students why they think there is a difference in the triangle trade maps.
· If students do not mention “who” created the maps, ask them that question.
· Allow time for class discussion.
2. Reading Strategy 

· Distribute the background, passage, and chart handout.
· Read all text along with the students.  
· Teacher models the first sentence in the sentence deconstruction.
· Ask for questions to verify understanding of text, directions, and expectations.
· Tell students to work with their reading partner at their table to complete the chart.  Allow time for students to complete the chart.
· When time is up, ask students to raise their hands and provide the missing word(s) for the chart as you complete the same chart on the document camera.
· Discuss each category on the chart.  Ask students what the second category really means. (Students should realize that the 2nd category shows who made money/profited off of the slave trade.)
· Ask students to look carefully at the chart again.  Is there anyone missing from the 2nd column?  Who else may have somehow been involved in slave trading?  (This discussion should lead to distilleries.)  Why is it important?  As a whole class, discuss the new information and have students add this to their charts.
3. Writing Strategy
· Tell students that they are now going to use the written information from the chart to complete a sentence starter handout.  Distribute handout.
· Model the first sentence starter for students. Who profited from the Triangle Trade? How did these people profit?
· Distribute the writing handout.
· Read aloud the instructions on the writing part of the handout, Check for understanding of the instructions, then move on to model the first question:  
· On the document camera, model the process of responding to the first part of the prompt.   Explain the importance of providing evidence in their responses. 
· Move on to the second question on the handout.  Again, model the process of responding to the first part of the prompt, reminding students of the importance of evidence. 
· Allow students time to respond individually to the prompts.
· Move throughout the classroom answering questions and encouraging/guiding written responses.
· When all students are finished with the writing, have them share their responses with a partner at their table.
· Ask for volunteers to allow you to share their responses under the document camera.
· As you read the student response, discuss the responses with the whole class.
· Elicit positive feedback and constructive suggestions from students about each volunteered written response, and offer your own feedback throughout the discussion.
· Collect all papers at the end of the period.
Homework: None
student handout

TRIANGLE TRADE

SENTENCE STARTER ACTIVITY
1. _______________ profited through ______________ by __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________  during the triangle trade of the 17th /18th century. 

2. _______________ profited through ______________ by __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________  during the triangle trade of the 17th /18th century. 

3. _______________ profited through ______________ by __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________  during the triangle trade of the 17th /18th century. 

4. _______________ profited through ______________ by __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________  during the triangle trade of the 17th /18th century. 

teacher key

TRIANGLE TRADE

SENTENCE STARTER ACTIVITY
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1. ________________________profited by _____________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________ 

during the triangle trade of the 17th /18th century. 
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2. ________________________profited by _____________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________ 

during the triangle trade of the 17th /18th century. 


3. ________________________profited by _____________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________ 

during the triangle trade of the 17th /18th century. 


4. ________________________profited by _____________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________ 

during the triangle trade of the 17th /18th century. 


http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/triangulartrade.htm  
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Student Handout

TRIANGLE TRADE MAPS

COMPARE/CONTRAST

          Directions: In the circles below, write the differences and similarities between the textbook map and handout map.













Teacher Key

TRIANGLE TRADE MAPS

COMPARE/CONTRAST

          Directions: In the circles below, write the differences and similarities between the textbook map and handout map.











Mary Risso






Name ______________________









Date ___________  Period _____

Background:  European slave traders shipped Africans to the Americas.  On the coast of West Africa, local kings gathered captives from inland, then traded these slaves for European goods, such as textiles, iron, rum, and guns. 

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage below, then re-read the paragraph and fill in the missing information.

Triangular Trade was the name given to a trading route with three stops.  For example, a ship might leave New England with a cargo of rum and iron.  In Africa, the captain would trade his cargo for slaves. Slaves then endured the horrible Middle Passage to the West Indies, where they were exchanged for sugar and molasses.  Traders then took the sugar and molasses back to New England.  There, colonists used the molasses to make rum, and the pattern started over.
	Time Marker
	Who and What/Subject
	What/Verb
	What/Object
	Questions/Notes/ Conclusions

	
	
	was
	the name given to a trading route with three stops.
	

	For example,
	
	might leave
	New England with a cargo of rum and iron
	

	In Africa,
	
	would trade 
	his cargo for slaves
	

	
	
	then endured
	the horrible Middle Passage to the West Indies, where they were exchanged for sugar and molasses.
	

	
	
	then took
	the sugar and molasses back to New England.
	

	There,
	
	used 
	the molasses to make rum, and the pattern started over.
	


Using the background information provided and the italicized passage, answer the questions below.  Make sure you provide evidence in your responses.
1.  Who profited from the Triangular Trade? 
_______________, _______________, _______________ profited from the triangular trade by ____________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  How did __________________ , ____________________, and ____________________ profit from the Triangular Trade?

_______________, _______________, and ____________________ profited from the triangular trade by _____________________________________________________________________________________   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mary Risso







Name ___TEACHER KEY_____










Date ___________  Period _____

Background:  European slave traders shipped Africans to the Americas.  On the coast of West Africa, local kings gathered captives from inland, then traded these slaves for European goods, such as textiles, iron, rum, and guns. 

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage below, then re-read the paragraph and fill in the missing information.

Triangular Trade was the name given to a trading route with three stops.  For example, a ship might leave New England with a cargo of rum and iron.  In Africa, the captain would trade his cargo for slaves. Slaves then endured the horrible Middle Passage to the West Indies, where they were exchanged for sugar and molasses.  Traders then took the sugar and molasses back to New England.  There, colonists used the molasses to make rum, and the pattern started over.
	Time Marker
	Who and What/Subject
	What/Verb
	What/Object
	Questions/Notes/ Conclusions

	
	Triangular

Trade
	was
	the name given to a trading route with three stops.
	

	For example,
	a ship

	might leave
	New England with a cargo of rum and iron
	

	In Africa,
	the captain
	would trade 
	his cargo for slaves
	

	
	Slaves

	then endured
	the horrible Middle Passage to the West Indies, where they were exchanged for sugar and molasses.
	

	
	Traders
	then took
	the sugar and molasses back to New England.
	

	There,
	the  colonists
	used 
	the molasses to make rum, and the pattern started over.
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HANDOUT MAP





TEXTBOOK MAP
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SIMILARITIES





DIFFERENCES





HANDOUT MAP





TEXTBOOK MAP





specific map





ships indicate direction 


     rather than arrows





Newport �Gold Coast� Barbados





descriptive about cargo items





Gold Coast/Barbados leg: pepper 


     part of cargo 





Barbados/Newport leg: hogsheads 


     and bills of exchange onboard





same route





same continents





cargo includes slaves, sugar, molasses, rum, iron, gold





composite map





arrows included





New England    Africa    West Indies








trading African slaves for European goods.





African kings





transporting African slaves from West Africa to 





Ship captains





the West Indies, then on to colonial America. 





Traders/Merchants





carrying out the shipment of African slaves to 





the New World.





making rum to be traded for African slaves. 





Distilling companies








