American Democracy in Word and Deed
MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

5th Grade Lesson: “Explorers” 
Developed by:  Kim Keogh
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
Grant Yearly Theme: Economics and Cultural/Intellectual
California History-Social Science Standards: 5.2.2
Reading Standards:
2.3 Connect and clarify main ideas by identifying their relationships to other sources and related topics

2.4 Clarify an understanding of texts by creating outlines, logical notes, summaries, or reports
Writing Standards:
1.2 Create multiple-paragraph expository compositions

2.2 Write expository compositions

Unit Topic:  Unit 2- Cultures Meet


Chapter 3- The Age of Exploration




Lesson 3- Spanish Explorations, pgs. 128-134




Lesson 4- Other Nations Explore, pgs. 138-143
Lesson Focus Question: 


What types of obstacles did the Spanish and other European explorers face once they reached North America?  

Lesson Teaching Thesis: 



The Spanish and other European explorers often faced obstacles to their goals such as relationships 

with the Native Americans, impassable landforms, and harsh weather.
Reading and Writing Strategies:


· READING Strategy: 
Thesis and Evidence
· WRITING Strategy: 
Passage Strategy for Thesis/Evidence
Lesson Assessment: 
The students will write a 3 paragraph essay using the Thesis/Evidence graphic organizer that we have filled out as a class. They will use signal words (another, furthermore, in addition)  to identify when a new piece of evidence  is being presented. They will write a concluding sentence to wrap up or restate/reinforce their point. 
Suggested Amount of Time: 

3 days
Textbook:
Reflections-United States History: Making a New Nation. United States of America, Harcourt School Publishers, 2007, Unit 2-Cultures Meet, Chapter 3: The Age of Exploration,  pp 128-143
Context of the lesson in the unit:  
 This lesson will take place during and at the end of Chapter 3, The Age of Exploration. The two lessons that the students will be analyzing are the second two lessons of the chapter. The previous two lessons are Exploration and Technology and A Changing World. In those lessons they will have studied the reasons for European exploration, the technology that made ocean exploration possible, and the routes of the earlier explorers (Columbus, Cabot, Vespucci, Balboa, Magellan) and the areas that they claimed. 
 This chapter shows the European’s economic and political motives for exploring North America as well as the results it had on the Native cultures where the explorers traveled and claimed land.

Lesson Procedure: 
Day One:
· Teacher and students will take turns reading Lesson 3- Spanish Explorations (pgs. 128-134).
· Prior to reading the teacher will tell students to think about the dangers and obstacles that the explorers faced as they traveled around the New World.
· Vocabulary- Discuss the word obstacle- how it is used and what it means. Also define expedition and claim.
· During the reading, make sure to point out and discuss the map on pg. 131 that shows the routes that the various conquistadors took and the illustration comparing the Spanish conquistador to the Aztec warrior on pg. 130.
Day Two:

· Teacher and students will quickly review the reading from the previous day. Remind them to continue thinking about the dangers and obstacles that the explorers faced as they read.
· Teacher and students will take turns reading Lesson 4- Other European Explorers (pgs. 138-143).
· During the reading, make sure to point out and discuss the map on pg.139 that shows the routes of non-Spanish early explorers.
· Explain the lesson focus question: What types of obstacles did the Spanish and other European explorers face once they reached North America?  

· Pass out copies of the page that has passages with evidence of the various obstacles that the explorers faced.
· Let the students work in pairs or small groups to read through the passages and try and find out the categories of obstacles. 
· Bring the class back together and using the LCD work on highlighting which words helped them figure out the category.
· Pass out the Thesis/Evidence Reading Strategy worksheet. The students must write the lesson focus question at the top of the worksheet. 
Day Three:
· Continue with Thesis/Evidence Reading Strategy worksheet. Using the thesis statement, fill in the topic/evidence sections.
· Students can cut out the different passages that they were given on the previous day and paste them into the specific evidence section under the correct topic/evidence heading.
Using the Thesis/Evidence worksheet as their guide, students will write a three paragraph essay that answers the lesson focus question. They must explain the specific evidence in their own words and use vocabulary such as another, furthermore, in addition  to identify when a new piece of evidence  is being presented. They will write a concluding sentence to wrap up or restate/reinforce their point. 

History-Social Science Content Standards:
5.2.2  Trace the routes and describe the early explorations of the America, in terms of the aims, obstacles, and accomplishments of the explorers, sponsors, and leaders of key European expeditions, and the reasons Europeans chose to explore and colonize the world
Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:
Common Core State Standards:

Reading: Informational Text

http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards/reading-informational-text-6-12/grade-8/

Writing:
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards/writing-6-12/grade-8/ 


Speaking and Listening:
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards/speaking-and-listening-6-12/grade-8/ 

Language: http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards/language/grade-8/
Lesson Focus Question: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THESIS/EVIDENCE #1

	THESIS

The Spanish and other European explorers often faced obstacles to their goals such as relationships with the Native people, impassable landforms, and harsh weather.



	Topic/Evidence 



	Specific Evidence


	Specific Evidence


	Specific Evidence


	Specific Evidence




THESIS/EVIDENCE #2

	Topic/Evidence 



	Specific Evidence



	Specific Evidence




THESIS/EVIDENCE #3
	Topic/Evidence


	Specific Evidence




Obstacles:

Cortes took Motecuhzoma prisoner, and fighting broke out between the Spaniards and the Aztecs. Page 130

De Niza brought an African slave, named Estevanico, who was familiar with the Southwest. During the expedition, Estevanico was killed by Zuni Indians. Page 131

De Soto and his soldiers met many American Indians during this expedition, and these encounters often ended in brutal battles. One of the worst took place in Alabama. There the Spanish fought the Mobile tribe. A Spanish soldier who witnessed the battle wrote later that the number of Indians killed may have been as high as 11,000. The Spanish lost many of their supplies during the fighting.  Afterward many of de Soto’s men either starved to death or ran away.  Page 132

Along his route, Verrazano met American Indians. He wrote that the Narragansett Indians were friendly, but when he met the Abenaki Indians he found it difficult to communicate with them.  Page 140

Verrazano did not sail any farther north than Newfoundland. He wrote, “My intention [aim] on this voyage was to reach Cathay and the extreme eastern coast of Asia, but I did not expect to find such an obstacle of new land as I have found.”

Instead of the Pacific, however, Cartier reached river rapids. No boat could pass the fast-moving water, and he had to turn back.  Page 141

By November, Hudson’s ship was frozen in the ice, and after a cold winter and much suffering, his crew mutinied, or rebelled. They set Hudson and eight others adrift in a small boat. The men were never seen again.  Page 143
Teacher Key

THESIS/EVIDENCE #1-Summarizing Text
	THESIS

The Spanish and other European explorers often faced obstacles to their goals such as relationships with the Native people, impassable landforms, and harsh weather.


	Topic 

Difficulties with Native people

	Specific Evidence

Although the Aztecs of  Mexico originally welcomed Cortes and his soldiers, Cortes took the emperor of the Aztecs prisoner which led to fighting between the Spaniards and the Aztecs.



	Specific Evidence
While looking for a city made of gold, the priest Marcos de Niza encountered hostile Zuni Indians who killed his slave.

	Specific Evidence
De Soto and his soldiers had many bloody battles with the Natives that they encountered during their expedition. One of the worst fights took place in Alabama where 11,000 Indians were killed and the Spanish lost many of their supplies. This led to starvation and desertion among the Spanish troops.

	Specific Evidence

Verrazano, an Italian sailor hired by the French king, reported that he met with friendly Indians during his travels, but it was difficult to communicate with them.


THESIS/EVIDENCE #2

	Topic 

Impassable landforms

	Specific Evidence

Verrazano wrote, “…I did not expect to find such an obstacle of new land as I have found.”

	Specific Evidence

While searching for the Northwest Passage, Cartier and his men went inland as far as Montreal, however fast moving river rapids prevented them from going any further as no boats could cross them.


THESIS/EVIDENCE #3
	Topic

Harsh weather

	Specific Evidence

While exploring Hudson Bay in east central Canada, Hudson’s ship became frozen and trapped in the ice for the whole winter. The crew’s suffering caused them to rebel and they set Hudson and some of his men adrift.


NAME_________________________
Student Key

THESIS/EVIDENCE #1

	THESIS

The Spanish and other European explorers often faced obstacles to their goals such as relationships with the Native people, impassable landforms, and harsh weather.


	Topic 

Difficulties with Native people

	Specific Evidence

Cortes took Motecuhzoma prisoner, and fighting broke out between the Spaniards and the Aztecs. Page 130



	Specific Evidence
De Niza brought an African slave, named Estevanico, who was familiar with the Southwest. During the expedition, Estevanico was killed by Zuni Indians.
 Page 131



	Specific Evidence
De Soto and his soldiers met many American Indians during this expedition, and these encounters often ended in brutal battles. One of the worst took place in Alabama. There the Spanish fought the Mobile tribe. A Spanish soldier who witnessed the battle wrote later that the number of Indians killed may have been as high as 11,000. The Spanish lost many of their supplies during the fighting.  Afterward many of de Soto’s men either starved to death or ran away.  Page 132



	Specific Evidence

Along his route, Verrazano met American Indians. He wrote that the Narragansett Indians were friendly, but when he met the Abenaki Indians he found it difficult to communicate with them.  Page 140


THESIS/EVIDENCE #2

	Topic 

Impassable landforms

	Specific Evidence

Instead of the Pacific, however, Cartier reached river rapids. No boat could pass the fast-moving water, and he had to turn back.  Page 141



	Specific Evidence

Verrazano did not sail any farther north than Newfoundland. He wrote, “My intention on this voyage was to reach Cathay and the extreme eastern coast of Asia, but I did not expect to find such an obstacle of new land as I have found.”



THESIS/EVIDENCE #3
	Topic

Harsh weather

	Specific Evidence

By November, Hudson’s ship was frozen in the ice, and after a cold winter and much suffering, his crew mutinied, or rebelled. They set Hudson and eight others adrift in a small boat. The men were never seen again.  Page 143




