American Democracy in Word and Deed
MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

5th Grade Lesson: “Explorers” 
Developed by:  Joe Martin, Steve Slater, Wendy Citron and Mona Ricard.
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
Grant Yearly Theme:  Economics
History-Social Science Standard/s: 5.2.2 Explain the aims, obstacles, and accomplishments of the explorers, sponsors, and leaders of key European expeditions and the reasons Europeans chose to explore and colonize the world (e.g., the Spanish Reconquista, the Protestant Reformation, the Counter Reformation). 
Unit Topic:  Explorers
Lesson Focus Question: 



What were the economic/political motivating factors that resulted in the exploration of North America among the European countries (England, Spain, France & Netherlands)?

Lesson Teaching Thesis: 



Students will be able to discuss the motivation for European Exploration of the new world. Giving a country as an example and citing evidence.
Reading and Writing Strategy/ies:


· READING Strategy: 
· Sentence Deconstruction, Cause and Effect,  Primary Source Analysis, Key words
· WRITING Strategy: 

· Cornell Notes,Various paragraph outlines OR working with writing components (Developing Thesis statements, Choosing Evidence, Categorizing Evidence, Working with Analysis), etc
Lesson Assessment:

Written essay.

Suggested Amount of Time: 

Five 45 minute class periods
Textbook:
The United States: Making a New Nation.  Orlando, Florida: Reflection Series, Harcourt 

School Publishers, 2007, Chapter 3, Lessons 1-4  pp___________
Primary Source Citation:
Context of the lesson in the unit:  

Unit 2, Chapter 3 Age of Exploration, using lesson 4, pp. 140.  Students will take notes using cause and effects of the reasons for Europeans exploration of the  economics, 

France

Lesson Focus Question: 



Why did France send Jacques Cartier to the Americas?

Lesson Teaching Thesis: 



Students will be able to discuss the motivation for French Exploration of the new world. Giving a country as an example and citing evidence 

Lesson Procedure: 
1.  Introduction

· Show map of the World by Ptolemy

Review vocabulary, and the countries studied so far. 
Use the “Vocabulary Worksheet”  from Reading Strategies Templates packet from grant binder under Tab 6 MS Word NEW 08/12/11   (also included in this lesson)for the following words:

· technology

· navigation

· expedition

· empire

· entrepreneurs
· “Now we are going to look at France..”

2. Reading Strategy 
Part One
· Pass out “Keep it, Junk It”

· Have student read passage from The Making of a New Nation, Reflections, Harcourt Brace, 2008, pg. 140

Ten years after Verrazano’s expedition, King Francis sent the French navigator Jacques Cartier to look for the Northwest Passage. The king also told Cartier to search for gold. Between 1534 and 1541, Cartier made three voyages to North America. On his first voyage, he reached the mouth of the St. Lawrence River and claimed all the land around it for France.

· Have each student fill out the Keep It, Junk It Key words (Note: Tell students they do not have to fill out every space – just put down the words that tell information. For example “the” is not a Key word)

· Have students categorize the key words by using words they came up with in the Keep It, Junk It as headings.

· Students will complete a summary of the paragraph using the Categorized Keep it, Junk It words. (Summary Frame can be used to support student summary.)

· Review Summary with students.  Does this answer the focus question - why did France send explorers to the new world? (It tells who France sent and what to look for, but doesn’t quite answer why.)

Part Two

· Introduce the handout with the passage from the online Chronicles of America- French Exploration http://www.chroniclesofamerica.com/french_exploration.htm.












Teacher Key

The Making of a New Nation, Reflections, Harcourt Brace, 2008, pg. 140
Ten years after Verrazano’s expedition, King Francis sent the French navigator Jacques Cartier to look for the Northwest Passage. The king also told Cartier to search for gold. Between 1534 and 1541, Cartier made three voyages to North America. On his first voyage, he reached the mouth of the St. Lawrence River and claimed all the land around it for France.
Keep It or Junk It

Key Words: Teacher Key
Read the passage and select the key, or most important, words.

	King Francis
	gold
	St. Lawrence River

	sent
	1534 and 1541
	claimed

	Jacques Cartier
	three voyages
	land

	Northwest Passage
	North America
	France

	search
	first voyage
	


Categorize the words you selected into three categories. Choose key words to name your category.

	France
	What was he looking for
	What happened as a result

	King Francis
	gold
	St. Lawrence River

	sent
	search
	claimed

	Jacques Cartier
	Northwest Passage
	land

	North America
	
	France


Summary paragraph


The French king, King Francis, sent Jacques Cartier to North America where he hoped that Cartier would accomplish two things:  bring back gold to France and find the Northwest Passage. The Northwest Passage was important to the French because the king hoped this would provide his country with a trade route to Asia. Although Cartier found neither gold nor the Northwest Passage, he discovered the St. Lawrence River and claimed the land around the river for France. The St. Lawrence River was important to the French fur trade.

Name: _____________________________________ Date: _______________________

Keep It or Junk It

Key Words
Read the passage and select the key, or most important, words.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Categorize the words you selected into three categories. Choose key words to name your category.

	Category 1:


	Category 2:
	Category 3:

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Summary paragraph


The French king, King Francis, sent Jacques Cartier to North America where he hoped that Cartier would accomplish two things:  













. The Northwest Passage was important











. Although Cartier found neither gold nor the Northwest Passage,































. The St. Lawrence River was important

















.

Chronicles of America- French Exploration http://www.chroniclesofamerica.com/french_exploration.htm
Read
France, when she undertook the creation of a Bourbon empire beyond the seas, was the first nation of Europe. Her population was larger than that of Spain, and three times that of England. Her army in the days of Louis Quatorze, numbering nearly a half-million in all ranks, was larger than that of Rome at the height of the imperial power. No nation since the fall of Roman supremacy had possessed such resources for conquering and colonizing new lands…

Decomposition

…. In the second half of the seventeenth century France might justly claim to be both the heart and the head of Europe. Small wonder it was that the leaders of such a nation should demand to see the "clause in Adam's will" which bequeathed the New World to Spain and Portugal.

NAME_______________________________

	-Time marker

-Connector words
-Prepositional phrase

-Circumstances
	Who (subject)

Participants
	Action words (verbs/ verb phrases)
	Who, What, Where

Message
	Questions or conclusions-

What connections can you make from this information?

	In the second half 

of the 

seventeenth century

	France
	might justly claim
	to be both 

the heart 
and 
the head 

of Europe
 
	Timeline to explain 17th Century

What is heart and Head?

They lead the way

	Small wonder it was that

	the leaders of such a nation
	should demand to see
	the "clause in Adam's will" 

which bequeathed 

the New World 

to Spain and Portugal

	Small Wonder – surprise

Leaders  - of France

Adam of Adam & Eve – “First people” Created by God

Bequeathed – give to

If Spain and Portugal have this then France should too


Lesson Question: Why did France send explorers to the Americas?


NAME_______________________________

	-Time marker

-Connector words
-Prepositional phrase

-Circumstances
	Who (subject)

Participants
	Action words (verbs/ verb phrases)
	Who, What, Where

Message
	Questions or conclusions-

What connections can you make from this information?

	In the second half of the seventeenth century


	France
	
	to be both the heart and the head of Europe

	

	Small wonder it was that

	the leaders of such a nation
	
	the "clause in Adam's will" which bequeathed the New World to Spain and Portugal

	


Lesson Question: Why did France send explorers to the Americas?
Sentence Decomposition: Chronicles of America- French Exploration � HYPERLINK "http://www.chroniclesofamerica.com/french_exploration.htm" ��http://www.chroniclesofamerica.com/french_exploration.htm�
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