American Democracy in Word and Deed
MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

5th Grade Lesson: “Explorers” 
Developed by:  Joe Martin, Steve Slater, Wendy Citron and Mona Ricard.
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
Grant Yearly Theme:  Economics
History-Social Science Standard/s: 5.2.2 Explain the aims, obstacles, and accomplishments of the explorers, sponsors, and leaders of key European expeditions and the reasons Europeans chose to explore and colonize the world (e.g., the Spanish Reconquista, the Protestant Reformation, the Counter Reformation). 
Unit Topic:  
Lesson Focus Question: 



What were the economic/political motivating factors that resulted in the exploration of North America among the European countries (England, Spain, France & Netherlands)?
Lesson Teaching Thesis: 



Students will be able to discuss the motivation for European Exploration of the new world. Giving a country as an example and citing evidence.
Reading and Writing Strategy/ies:


· READING Strategy: 
· Sentence Deconstruction, Cause and Effect,  Primary Source Analysis, Key words
· WRITING Strategy: 

· Cornell Notes,Various paragraph outlines OR working with writing components (Developing Thesis statements, Choosing Evidence, Categorizing Evidence, Working with Analysis), etc
Lesson Assessment:

Written essay.

Suggested Amount of Time: 

Five 45 minute class periods
Textbook:
The United States: Making a New Nation.  Orlando, Florida: Reflection Series, Harcourt 

School Publishers, 2007, Chapter 3, Lessons 1-4  pp___________
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England
Lesson Focus Question: 



Why did the English Monarchy send John Cabot to the Americas?

Lesson Teaching Thesis: 



 Henry VII sent John Cabot to the Americas to compete with Spain  for riches, resources, new lands and in hopes of finding a new route to Asian markets.
Lesson Assessment:    Students will be assessed by their performance on their summaries.
Suggested Amount of Time: 

Two 45 minute sessions
Textbook:
The United States: Making a New Nation.  Orlando, Florida: Reflection Series, Harcourt 

School Publishers, 2007, Unit 2 Lesson 2, pp 120-121
Primary Source Citation: Patent Granted by King Henry VII to John Cabot and his Sons, March 1496. Reproduced from H.P  Biggar, ed The Precursors of Jacques Cartier 1497-1534

www.heritage.nf.ca/ exploration/1496patent.html
Secondary Source:

Context of the lesson in the unit:  

This lesson will be the second lesson in this unit. Students will need to know about Spanish Exploration having studied the reasons they explored and where the Spanish landed.  
Lesson Procedure: 
1.  Introduction

· Step One Review Lesson on Spanish Exploration (use Ptolemy’s map)

· Step Two  Show Students where England is on the map and the route Cabot took

2. Reading Strategy

· Begin Cornell Note taking from the textbook (120-121) Guided reading and note taking. Teacher will read first paragraph and students will track with the teacher. Then students will be asked to name the main idea of the paragraph. Students will be called on to name their main idea. As a class we will form a solid main idea..

· Then students will be asked to find three supporting details in the paragraph. Teacher will then write them on the board. 

· Teacher will continue to read text and carry on with the same procedure of having the students find the main idea and three details.

· Did we answer our question?

· Refer to Primary Source on King’s Patent. Students will read the selection in pairs looking for evidence that supports our Focus Question. (take notes). They will also be looking for key words by finding nouns and verbs. How do these words help us answer the focus question? 

· Read Other Secondary Source( take notes)

Note-Taking/Summary Format

Name: 

_______




Date: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________
Lesson Focus Question: Why did England send explorers to the Americas?

	Headings/Questions
	Details

	Textbook:

Cabot’s Boat and Crew

Most European Monarchs wanted to send their own ships to West Indies

Claimed land for England

Primary Source:

King’s Grant to Cabot

Secondary Source

Cabot’s Journey


	-ship named Mathew (wife Mattea)

- small vessel(50 tons)

- high stern castle and 3 masts

-20 people including two sons

-Columbus proved you could sail across Atlantic

- England determined to claim new lands

- expand power and discover riches

- King Henry’s aim was to compete with Spain and France for wealth

-present day Newfoundland/Canada

- many white bears and caribou

- China!

-Cabot empowered to investigate, claim and possess lands which before were unknown to Christians.

-Not allowed to intrude on Spanish discoveries

- 1/5 of value found would be given to King

-Sailed to Ireland and then  north along west before turning out to sea

-51/54 line

-Long slow journey took 35 days

	With a partner or group choose:

3-5 most important details from the above notes


	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



	Topic sentence

What generalization can you make about the details?
	

	Summary:  




Note-Taking/Summary Format

Name: 

_______




Date: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________
Lesson Focus Question ______________________________________________________

	Headings/Questions
	Details

	
	

	With a partner or group choose:

3-5 most important details from the above notes


	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



	Topic sentence

What generalization can you make about the details?
	

	Summary:  




John Cabot's Voyage of 1497
There is very little precise contemporary information about the 1497 voyage. If Cabot kept a log, or made maps of his journey, they have disappeared. What we have as evidence is scanty: a few maps from the first part of the 16th century which appear to contain information obtained from Cabot, and some letters from non-participants reporting second-hand on what had occurred. As a result, there are many conflicting theories and opinions about what actually happened. 

	


	19th century interpretation of John Cabot's discovery of North America.
Over the years, the exact location of John Cabot's 1497 landfall has been a great subject of debate for scholars and historians. 
"Discovery of North America, by John and Sebastian Cabot" drawn by A.S. Warren for Ballou's Pictorial Drawing-Room Companion, April 7, 1855. From Charles de Volpi, Newfoundland: a Pictorial Record (Sherbrooke, Quebec: Longman Canada Limited, ©1972) 1.


(26 kb)


Cabot's ship was named the Matthew, almost certainly after his wife Mattea. It was a navicula, meaning a relatively small vessel, of 50 toneles - able to carry 50 tons of wine or other cargo. It was decked, with a high sterncastle and three masts. The two forward masts carried square mainsails to propel the vessel forward. The rear mast was rigged with a lateen sail running in the same direction as the keel, which helped the vessel sail into the wind. 

	Modern-day replica of John Cabot's ship, the Matthew.
Although there is no contemporary 15th-century depiction of the Matthew, this historical replica was built for the 'Cabot 500' anniversary celebrations in Newfoundland during the summer of 1997. This photo shows the Matthew during its call at St. John's Harbour. 
Reproduced by permission of Wayne Sturge. Photo ©1997.


(26 kb)
	




There were about 20 people on board. Cabot, a Genoese barber (surgeon), a Burgundian, two Bristol merchants, and Bristol sailors. Whether any of Cabot's sons were members of the crew cannot be verified.

The Matthew left Bristol sometime in May, 1497. Some scholars think it was early in the month, others towards the end. It is generally agreed that he would have sailed down the Bristol Channel, across to Ireland, and then north along the west coast of Ireland before turning out to sea. 

But how far north did he go? Again, it is impossible to be certain. All one can say is that Cabot's point of departure was somewhere between 51 and 54 degrees north latitude, with most modern scholars favouring a northerly location.

The next point of debate is how far Cabot might have drifted to the south during his crossing. Some scholars have argued that ocean currents and magnetic variations affecting his compass could have pulled Cabot far off course. Others think that Cabot could have held approximately to his latitude. In any event, some 35 days after leaving Bristol he sighted land, probably on 24 June. Where was the landfall?

Cabot was back in Bristol on 6 August, after a 15 day return crossing. This means that he explored the region for about a month. Where did he go?

©1997, Newfoundland and Labrador Heritage Web Site Project
Patent Granted by King Henry VII to John Cabot and his Sons, March 1496.
Reproduced from H.P. Biggar, ed., The Precursors of Jacques Cartier 1497-1534: A Collection of Documents relating to the Early History of the Dominion of Canada (Ottawa: Government Printing Bureau 1911) 7-10. Original document housed in the Public Record Office, London. 
By this public document, Henry VII indicated his official, royal support for Cabot's enterprise. As an agent of the English Crown, Cabot was empowered to investigate, claim and possess lands "which before this time were unknown to all Christians" - which meant he could not intrude on Spanish and Portuguese discoveries. The king would receive one fifth of the value of merchandise brought back to Bristol, though he had invested no money of his own. 
For John Cabot and his Sons. 

The King, to all to whom, etc. Greeting: Be it known and made manifest that we have given and granted as by these presents we give and grant, for us and our heirs, to our well beloved John Cabot, citizen of Venice, and to Lewis, Sebastian and Sancio, sons of the said John, and to the heirs and deputies of them, and of any one of them, full and free authority, faculty and power to sail to all parts, regions and coasts of the eastern, western and northern sea, under our banners, flags and ensigns, with five ships or vessels of whatsoever burden and quality they may be, and with so many and such mariners and men as they may wish to take with them in the said ships, at their own proper costs and charges, to find, discover and investigate whatsoever islands, countries, regions or provinces of heathens and infidels, in whatsoever part of the world placed, which before this time were unknown to all Christians. We have also granted to them and to any of them, and to the heirs and deputies of them and of any one of them, and have given licence to set up our aforesaid banners and ensigns in any town, city, castle, island or mainland whatsoever, newly found by them. And that the before-mentioned John and his sons or their heirs and deputies may conquer, occupy and possess whatsoever such towns, castles, cities and islands by them thus discovered that they may be able to conquer, occupy and possess, as our vassals and governors lieutenants and deputies therein, acquiring for us the dominion, title and jurisdiction of the same towns, castles, cities, islands and mainlands so discovered; in such a way nevertheless that of all the fruits, profits, emoluments, commodities, gains and revenues accruing from this voyage, the said John and sons and their heirs and deputies shall be bound and under obligation for their every voyage, as often as they shall arrive at our port of Bristol, at which they are bound and holden only to arrive, all necessary charges and expenses incurred by them having been deducted, to pay to us, either in goods or money, the fifth part of the whole capital gained, we giving and granting to them and to their heirs and deputies, that they shall be free and exempt from all payment of customs on all and singular the goods and merchandise that they may bring back with them from those places thus newly discovered. 

And further we have given and granted to them and to their heirs and deputies, that all mainlands, islands, towns, cities, castles and other places whatsoever discovered by them, however numerous they may happen to be, may not be frequented or visited by any other subjects of ours whatsoever without the licence of the aforesaid John and his sons and of their deputies, on pain of the loss as well of the ships or vessels daring to sail to these places discovered, as of all goods whatsoever. Willing and strictly commanding all and singular our subjects as well by land as by sea, that they shall render good assistance to the aforesaid John and his sons and deputies, and that they shall give them all their favour and help as well in fitting out the ships or vessels as in buying stores and provisions with their money and in providing the other things which they must take with them on the said voyage. 

In witness whereof, etc. 

Witness ourself at Westminster on the fifth day of March. 

By the King himself, etc.
The information for this map came from a Greek astronomer, Ptolemy, who lived in the A.D. 100’s; republished in 1482.
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