
American Democracy in Word and Deed
MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

5th Grade Lesson: “Explorers” 
Developed by:  Joe Martin, Steve Slater, Wendy Citron and Mona Ricard.
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
Grant Yearly Theme:  Economics
California History-Social Science Standard/s: 5.2.2 
Unit Topic:  Exploration of the Americas
Lesson Focus Question: 



What were the economic/political motivating factors that resulted in the exploration of North America among the European countries (England, Spain, France & Netherlands)?
Lesson Teaching Thesis: 



Students will be able to discuss the motivation for European Exploration of the new world. Giving a country as an example and citing evidence.
Reading and Writing Strategy/ies:


· READING Strategy: 
· Sentence Deconstruction, Cause and Effect,  Primary Source Analysis, Key words
· WRITING Strategy: 

· Cornell Notes, OR working with writing components (Developing Thesis statements, Choosing Evidence, Categorizing Evidence, Working with Analysis), etc
Lesson Assessment:

Written Essay answer to focus question.

Suggested Amount of Time: 

Five 45 minute class periods
Textbook:
The United States: Making a New Nation.  Orlando, Florida: Reflection Series, Harcourt 

School Publishers, 2007, Chapter 3, Lessons 1-4  pp
Lesson Focus Question: 



Why did Spain have an interest in exploring the Americas and what was the result of Cortez expedition?

Lesson Teaching Thesis: 



 Spain was interested in gaining more land and wealth. Cortez conquered the rich Aztec tribe and claimed this area for Spain as “New Spain.”

Lesson Procedure: 
· Ask the students to provide any prior knowledge they have about why Spain explored America, who Cortez was, and any inventions that they think helped encourage exploration.

Review vocabulary

Use the “Vocabulary Worksheet”  from Reading Strategies Templates packet from grant binder under Tab 6 MS Word NEW 08/12/11   (also included in this lesson)for the following words:

· technology

· navigation

· expedition

· empire

· entrepreneurs

Discuss the word section as a class. Have students brainstorm synonyms. Give them one minute to do a quick drawing, and one minute to write a sentence that shows the meaning of the word. Share drawings and sentences.

Reading /Writing Strategy

· Give each student a copy  of the Note-Taking/Summary Format found in from Reading Strategies Templates packet from grant binder under Tab 6 MS Word NEW 08/12/11 (also included in this lesson)   
· Read the following pages in Reflections by Harcourt School Publishers as a whole class:

· Pages 110-117, pages 118-119, page 130

· In each reading section, have students write the heading from that section on the Note-taking/Summary Format sheet. 

· Work with the students to convert this heading into a question that is to be answered and include this on the sheet.

· After reading each section, brainstorm with the students the important details from the section that best address the heading question.

Writing Strategy

· Have the students work in groups of four complete the second page of the Note-Taking/Summary Format

Homework

 Students Re-write the group summary in their best handwriting

Summative Assessment The next day, collect and review the paragraph summaries created by the students. 
California History-Social Science Standard/s: 

5.2.2 Explain the aims, obstacles, and accomplishments of the explorers, sponsors, and leaders of key European expeditions and the reasons Europeans chose to explore and colonize the world (e.g., the Spanish Reconquista, the Protestant Reformation, the Counter Reformation). 
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Vocabulary Worksheet








Name _______________________________

	Word:  technology
[circle part of speech: noun (person, place, or thing), verb (action), adjective (describes), or adverb (describes action)

Definition: the use of scientific knowledge and tools to make or do something.
Root: 

Prefix: -

Suffix:
Related words: 

 
	Help Box

Synonyms: 

[image: image7.jpg]THE

Y -
UC BERKELEY

HISTORY-SOCIAL SCIENCE PROJECT




Clues/Drawing: 



	Sentences: 

1. The car has the latest in fuel-saving technology.
2. 

3.




Vocabulary Worksheet
	Word: navigation
[circle part of speech: noun (person, place, or thing), verb (action), adjective (describes), or adverb (describes action)

Definition: The method of planning and controlling the course of a ship.
Root: navigate

Prefix: -

Suffix: tion
Related words: 

 
	Help Box

Synonyms: 

Clues/Drawing: 

[image: image1.png]




	Sentences: 

1. Navigation becomes more difficult further upriver.
2. 

3.




Vocabulary Worksheet
	Word: expedition
[circle part of speech: noun (person, place, or thing), verb (action), adjective (describes), or adverb (describes action)

Definition: A journey
Root: 

Prefix: 

Suffix: 
Related words: adventure, excursion, journey
 
	Help Box

Synonyms: adventure, excursion, journey
Clues/Drawing: 
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	Sentences: 

1. an avid mountain climber, always on an expedition to some far-off corner of the world.
2. 

3.




Vocabulary Worksheet
	Word: empire
[circle part of speech: noun (person, place, or thing), verb (action), adjective (describes), or adverb (describes action)

Definition: A collection of lands ruled by the nation that conquered them.
Root: 

Prefix: 

Suffix: 
Related words: 

 
	Help Box

Synonyms: adventure, excursion, journey
Clues/Drawing: 
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	Sentences: 

1. The empire was ruled by the king.
2. 

3.




Vocabulary Worksheet
	Word: entrepreneur
[circle part of speech: noun (person, place, or thing), verb (action), adjective (describes), or adverb (describes action)

Definition:  A person who sets up and runs a business.
Root: 

Prefix: 

Suffix: 
Related words: 

 
	Help Box

Synonyms:
Clues/Drawing: 
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	Sentences: 

1. Colonel Sanders is the entrepreneur who started Kentucky Fried Chicken.
2. 

3.




Note-Taking/Summary Format

Name: 

___________





Date: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________
Lesson Focus Question________________________________
_______________________________________________________
	Headings/Questions
	Details

	
	


TEACHER NOTES

Note-Taking/Summary Format

Name: 

_______






Date: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________
Lesson Focus Question What were the economic/political motivating factors that resulted in the exploration of North America among the European countries (England, Spain, France & Netherlands)?
	Headings/Questions
	Details

	A Rush for New Ideas

The World Awaits

The Business of Exploration

Two Worlds Meet

Navigational Tools

Early Conquistadors


	The invention of Gutenberg’s printing press. Merchants and the Spanish government were interested in the great wealth described in Marco Polo’s book, “The Travels of Marco Polo.

Prince Henry of Portugal stared a school of navigation to improve ships, maps, and navigation technology. Such inventions as gun powder by the Asians, and improvements in the compass and the astrolabe made ocean exploration possible.

Columbus was sent by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella in 1492 by promising them great wealth and new lands. He set out for a western route to the riches of Asia. Explorers such as Columbus had to be entrepreneurs, persuading others that the benefits gained from an exploration out weighed the risks and expense.  

Spain set sail on August 3, 1492 with 90 sailors and 3 ships, the Pina, Nina, and the Santa Maria. On October 12, his ships anchored in San Salvador. He thought it was Asia and called the people there Indians. He claimed the land for Spain.

A compass was used to show the ship’s direction. A chronometer kept time. An astrolabe calculated the positions of the sun, moon, and stars. Sextants were used to determine the altitude.

In 1519, Spain sent Hernando Cortes to find gold in the land of the Aztecs. With the help of other native Indians that disliked the Aztecs, Cortez and his crew conquered the Aztecs and claimed the land of current day Mexico for Spain. He found much wealth there for Spain which inspired Spain to send additional explorers on expeditions.




What Would you Do?
Suppose a flyer was printed and given to all the students that contained the following information, how would you react?

We have some exciting news! It has been discovered that thousands of dollars of money has been buried outside under our school parking lot. While it was impossible to explore under the school parking lot in the past without destroying it, a new vehicle has been discovered that will melt through the pavement of the parking lot without ruining it. While there are risks and dangers involved to your life, if you ride though this transporting vehicle, you will be able to reach the money and own it. Come to the parking lot after school if you are willing to risk your life to get rich.
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Teacher Copy
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