4th Grade Yearlong Plan with Focus Questions and Teacher's Working Thesis

	Unit and Chapter Topics
	Focus Question

	UNIT 1: The Land and Early People

Ch 1: California Geography

Ch 2: California Indians


	How did early tribes adapt to their environmental region?

	UNIT 2: Early California 

Ch 3: Exploration and Early Settlements

Ch 4: Mexican Rule in California 


	How did Spanish and Mexican rule shape life in California?



	Land Grants – Single day lesson
	

	UNIT 3: The Road to Statehood

Ch 5: California, Here we come!

Ch 6: Statehood for California 


	Why did people come to California during the Mexican rule period and the Gold Rush period?



	Bear Flag Revolt – Single day lesson
	

	Gold Rush – Multi- day lesson
	How did miners and mining change the environment of California?



	UNIT 4: Growth and Development

Ch 7: Transportation and Communication

Ch 8: A Growing Economy


	How and why did the railroad and the expansion of agriculture cause California to grow?

	UNIT 5: Progress as a State

Ch 9: Growing and Changing

Ch 10: Into Modern Times


	How and why did political, economic, and cultural developments contribute to changes in California during the twentieth century?

	UNIT 6: California Today and Tomorrow

Ch 11: The Golden State

Ch 12: Californians and Government


	How is the California state government organized and how do active citizens participate?


4th GRADE YEARLONG PLAN WITH FOCUS QUESTIONS AND TEACHER’S WORKING THESES

	Unit and Chapter Topics
	Chapter

Section/s &  pages
	Stand-ards
	Focus Question
	Teacher’s Working Thesis

	Unit 1: The Land and Early People

Ch 1: California Geography

Ch 2: California Indians
	
	
	How did early tribes adapt to their environmental region?
	

	Unit 2: Early California 

Ch 3: Exploration and Early Settlements

Ch 4: Mexican Rule in California
	
	
	How did Spanish and Mexican rule shape life in California?


	

	Single day lesson

Land Grants
-Sentence Deconstruction

-Compare & Contrast
	CH 4, Lesson 2, p157
	4.2

4.2.5

4.2.8
	
	

	Unit 3: The Road to Statehood

Ch 5: California, Here we come!

Ch 6: Statehood for California 
	
	
	Why did people come to California during the Mexican rule period and the Gold Rush period?
	People came to California during the Mexican period and Gold Rush for these economic reasons: to trap animals for fur, for land, and for gold.

	Single day lesson

Bear Flag Revolt

-Chronology Chart 

-Summary Paragraph
	CH 5, lesson 3 pp210
	4.2.2

4.2.7
	
	

	Single day lesson

Gold Rush

-Sentence Deconstruction

-Cause & Effect/ Chron
-Primary Source Analysis 
	CH 6, lesson 1 pp226-243
	4.3
	How did miners and mining change the environment of California?


	Environmental changes occurred in California because of the use of various methods of retrieving gold from rivers and rocks.

	Unit 4: Growth and Development

Ch 7:Transportation & Communication  

Ch 8: A Growing Economy
	
	
	How and why did the railroad and the expansion of agriculture cause California to grow?
	

	Unit 5: Progress as a State

Ch 9: Growing and Changing

Ch 10: Into Modern Times
	
	
	How and why did political, economic, and cultural developments contribute to changes in California during the twentieth century?
	

	Unit 6: California Today and Tomorrow

Ch 11: The Golden State

Ch 12: Californians and Gov’t
	
	
	How is the California state government organized and how do active citizens participate?
	


