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8th Grade Lesson: “The First Amendment- Freedom of Expression is Vital in a Democracy” 
Developed by:  List the names of the teachers who created the lesson.
          Pereira, Tony

          Sacramento City Unified School District

Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
8th Grade Year-long Focus Questions:  

Unit Focus:  

The Constitution and how it works.
Unit Focus Question:

How did the US Constitution develop a stronger national government with a separation of powers, establish guidelines for citizen participation, and protect individual rights.
Unit Working Thesis:

The challenges in the development of the US government forced the founding fathers to develop a stronger national government with a system of checks and balances between the branches, to establish guidelines for citizen participation, and to create the Bill of Rights to protect individual rights.
Lesson Focus Question: 



Why are freedom of the press and freedom of speech protected by the Bill of Rights?

Lesson Working Thesis: 



America is a democracy and freedom of speech and the press are required for a democracy to           function as a democracy.  Freedom of the press is vital as a watchdog over government and freedom of speech is vital for citizens to express grievances, needs, and citizen participation in government.

Reading and Writing Strategy/ies:


· READING Strategy: 
             Thesis/Evidence Strategy

· WRITING Strategy:

Paragraph Outline Strategy (thesis supported by evidence that is elaborated upon)
Suggested Amount of Time: 

45 minutes / 1 class period
Textbook:
Hart, Diane.  History Alive!  United States Through Industrialism.  Palo Alto, California:  TCI Teacher’s Curriculum Institute., 2005, Chapter 10: (The Bill of Rights), 136, 482

Primary Source Citation:
The United States Constitution Amendment One



Context of the lesson in the unit (and its connection to American Democracy in Word and Deed):

The lesson will take place following a chapter/unit covering the writing of the Constitution, the basic structure of the Constitutional government, and the concerns during ratification of no protections of individual rights.    The lesson is connected to American Democracy in Word in the most fundamental way.  The lesson revolves around freedom of speech a vital component of democracy.
Lesson Procedure: 
Use this area to explain step by step how a teacher could approach the lesson.

Example:

1.  Introduction

· Background prior to the lesson period-  the Constitution and the concerns of some during ratification that individual rights were not protected.  General / introductory coverage of the Bill of Rights.

· Reading, clarifying vocabulary, and discussion of the First Amendment

· Read the text section pertaining to the First Amendment.

2. Reading Strategy 

· Pass out handout, read through directions, and work as a class on first evidence line.

· Students continue working to complete whole box while teacher moves through room checking for understanding.

· Students continue working to complete whole box while teacher moves through room checking for understanding.

· Brief whole class sharing out/discussion of why freedom of the press is vital in a democracy.

· Redo the same reading strategy process for the second, freedom of speech box (similar to freedom of press box)

3. Writing Strategy

· Look at visual images that show both freedom of speech and no freedom of speech.

· Teacher presented verbal examples of no freedom of speech and potential consequences for individuals that violate speech codes according to government.

· Students pair up for a brief (5 min.) discussion of what no freedom of speech might look like.

· Read through directions for paragraph outline box on handout.

· Whole class, teacher models one example of evidence and elaboration on that point of evidence.

Homework:  Finish paragraph outline box if necessary. 

Extra Credit:  Illustrate (drawing, picture, symbols, etc.)  what no freedom of speech might look like.

History-Social Science Content Standards:
8.2.6  Enumerate the powers of government set forth in the Constitution and the fundamental liberties ensured by the Bill of Rights.

             http://www.cde.ca.gov/BE/ST/SS/documents/hssstandards.doc
Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:  Grades Six Through Eight

Research, Evidence, and Point of View

            4.  Students assess the credibility of primary sources and draw sound conclusions from them.  

Historical Interpretation

1. Students explain the central issues and problems from the past, placing people and events in a    

      matrix of time and place.

2. Students understand and distinguish cause, effect, sequence, and correlation in historical events, including long and short term causal relations.
            http://www.cde.ca.gov/BE/ST/SS/documents/hssstandards.doc
Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:

Grade 8 1.0 Writing Strategies 

1.1 Create compositions that establish a controlling impression, have a coherent thesis, and end with a clear and well-supported conclusion.

            http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/elastandards.doc
PEREIRA / HISTORY         LAST NAME                                                                         FIRST NAME                                        P#     .
DIRECTIONS 1:  Just below these directions is the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, read it.  Turn to page 136 in the text and read the section- The Right to Free Speech and Press (pay special attention to why freedom of speech / the press is important in a democracy).

United States Constitution Amendment One

Congress shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for the redress of grievances.

DIRECTIONS 2:  Just below directions 2 is a thesis/evidence box.  Use the information from page 136 and write two general examples of evidence that free speech / press are important and one specific example.

	THESIS/EVIDENCE

	THESIS

Freedom of the press is vital in a democratic society



	READ:

(page 136) The Right to Free Speech and Press (paragraph 2 and 3 in the section)



	EVIDENCE



	EVIDENCE



	SPECIFIC EVIDENCE




CONTINUED ON OTHER SIDE

DIRECTIONS 3:  Just below directions 3 is a thesis/evidence box.  Use the information from our classroom discussion and the visual images we looked to fill in that entire box.

	THESIS/EVIDENCE

	THESIS

Freedom of speech  is vital in a democratic society



	USE YOUR NOTES FROM CLASS DISCUSSION and fill in two general reasons why free speech is vital in a democracy and one specific example why it is vital.



	EVIDENCE



	EVIDENCE



	SPECIFIC EVIDENCE




CONTINUED ON ADDITIONAL PAGE

DIRECTIONS 4:  Just below directions 4 is a paragraph outline box.  Review the information in your two thesis/evidence boxes and your notes from our class discussion.  Read the prompt question below.  Support the thesis statement with evidence and elaborate on each of your evidence statements. 

	PARAGRAPH OUTLINE 1 Freedom of the Press / Freedom of Speech

	PROMPT QUESTION:  

What would it be like in a country that had no rights protecting freedom of expression (speech and the press)?
THESIS STATEMENT:

Life in a country without freedom of expression protections government would be…

Evidence 1
Elaboration

Evidence 2

Elaboration

Evidence 3

Elaboration




Teacher Information and Answer Keys
Textbook:
Hart, Diane.  History Alive!  United States Through Industrialism.  Palo Alto, California:  TCI Teacher’s Curriculum Institute., 2005, Chapter 10: (The Bill of Rights), 136

The Right to Free Speech and Press Section Paragraphs 1, 2, 3


The First Amendment protects freedom of speech and freedom of the press.  The Supreme Court often treats these rights together as the right of free expression.


Freedom of the press is important because of the vital roles that the press plays in a democratic society.  Newspapers, magazines, and other media such as books and television act as watchdogs on the government.  They also allow for the free flow of ideas that citizens need to stay informed and to make up their own minds on important issues.  Without a free press, democratic self-government would be impossible.


Americans had learned in colonial days that a free press was their best protection against abuse of government power.  In 1735, John Peter Zenger was arrested for printing reports that the governor of New York had taken bribes.  The prosecutors said that it was illegal to damage the governor’s good name, even if Zenger had published the truth.  Zenger’s lawyer argued that no should be jailed for “exposing and opposing arbitrary power by speaking and writing the truth.”  The jury agreed, and Zenger was freed. 

ANSWER KEY:  Reading Strategy
	THESIS/EVIDENCE

	THESIS

Freedom of the press is vital in a democratic society.



	Body Paragraph #1:  The right to free speech and press



	EVIDENCE

Newspapers, magazines, and other media such as books and television act as watchdogs on the government.



	EVIDENCE

Americans had learned in colonial days that a free press was their best protection against abuse of government power.



	SPECIFIC EVIDENCE

In 1735 , John Peter Zinger was arrested for printing reports that the governor of New York had taken bribes…  Zenger’s lawyer argued that no one should be jailed for “exposing and opposing arbitrary power by speaking and writing the truth…”  The jury agreed and Zenger was freed.




	THESIS/EVIDENCE

	THESIS

Freedom of speech  is vital in a democratic society.



	USE YOUR NOTES FROM CLASS DISCUSSION and fill in two general reasons why free speech is vital in a democracy and one specific example why it is vital.



	EVIDENCE

Citizens need to be able to express grievances (complaints) without fear of being arrested, fined, or in anyway punished legally for what they have said.

	EVIDENCE

Citizens need to be able to question and criticize their elected representatives without fear of legal punishment.

	SPECIFIC EVIDENCE

Neighbors/residents on a street challenge the speed limit on a street with many young children and are able to get the speed limit reduced and speed bumps put in.


ANSWER KEY:  Paragraph-  Answers will vary but the expectation is that students will include examples like citizens being jailed for criticizing government officials, verbally questioning government policy, artists or art being censored, etc.    

	PARAGRAPH OUTLINE 1 Freedom of Speech

	PROMPT QUESTION:  

What would it be like in a country that had no rights protecting freedom of expression (speech and the press)?
THESIS STATEMENT:

Life in a country without freedom of expression protections government would be…

Evidence 1
Elaboration

Evidence 2

Elaboration

Evidence 3

Elaboration


