American Democracy in Word and Deed
MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

5th Grade Lesson: “The Preamble” 
Developed by:  Glen Boscacci and Annette Stevenson
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
5th Grade Yearlong Question: 

2009-2014 Grant Question:  How did Americans change from being colonial subjects to American citizens?

Unit Focus:  

Governing the Nation
Unit Focus Question:

How did the Constitution (of the newly formed United States) create a new form of government? 

Unit Working Thesis:

The Constitution divided the government into three branches with a system of checks and balances, and protected individual states rights from a strong federal government.  The Bill of Rights was later added to further protect the rights of the people from the federal government.
Lesson Focus Question: 



According to the Preamble what are the main purposes of the Constitution?  

Lesson Working Thesis: 


The main purposes of the Preamble are to introduce the Constitution, and outline its general goals, which includes creation of a union strong enough to protect individuals, secure liberty and justice for its people.
Reading and Writing Strategy/ies:


· READING Strategy: 
· Analyzing Evidence (EAR)
· WRITING Strategy: Basic paragraph outline
Suggested Amount of Time: 

Two class periods
Textbook:
United States History:  Making a New Nation.  Orlando, Florida: Reflection Series, Harcourt 

School Publishers, 2007, Unit 5: Governing a New Nation, Chapter 10, pp 418-419, 435
Primary Source Citation:




Copies of working draft and final draft of the Preamble
Context of the lesson in the unit (and its connection to American Democracy in Word and Deed): 
The students will be analyzing the Preamble and putting it in more understandable language.  Students will then write a paragraph of what the Preamble is.  This will take place in the middle of unit 5.

Lesson Procedure: 
1.  Introduction (day 1)

· Students are given a photocopy of the primary source documents.  

· Students read both drafts

· Teacher reads the drafts and leads a discussion of the problems related to drafting this document.  Reference/relate to students own writing.

2. Reading Strategy (day 1)

· Introduce graphic organizer to deconstruct the Preamble (Analyzing the Preamble)

· Have students work in pairs and use dictionaries, thesauruses to deconstruct the Preamble

· Students share results

3. Reading Strategy (day 2)

· Use provided graphic organizer to further deconstruct the Preamble (the Preamble)

· Students share results

4. Writing Strategy (day 2/3)

· Summarize the Preamble for homework using acquired knowledge and the graphic organizers from day one and two. Decorate…

History-Social Science Content Standards:
5.7 Students describe the people and events associated with the development of the U.S. Constitution and analyze the Constitution's significance as the foundation of the American republic. 

2. Explain the significance of the new Constitution of 1787, including the struggles over its ratification and the reasons for the addition of the Bill of Rights. 

3. Understand the fundamental principles of American constitutional democracy, including how the government derives its power from the people and the primacy of individual liberty. 

4. Understand how the Constitution is designed to secure our liberty by both empowering and limiting central government and compare the powers granted to citizens, Congress, the president, and the Supreme Court with those reserved to the states. 

5. Discuss the meaning of the American creed that calls on citizens to safeguard the liberty of individual Americans within a unified nation, to respect the rule of law, and to preserve the Constitution. 

Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:
2. Students pose relevant questions about events they encounter in historical documents, eyewitness accounts, oral histories, letters, diaries, artifacts, photographs, maps, artworks, and architecture. 

Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:

Structural Features of Informational Materials
2.1 
Identify structural patterns found in informational text (e.g., compare and contrast, cause and effect, sequential or chronological order, proposition and support) to strengthen comprehension.
The Preamble:  First Draft
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What change do you notice between the first and final draft?

________________________________________________________________

Why do you think the founding fathers made this change?

________________________________________________________________
Analyzing the Preamble
Focus Question:  According to the Preamble what are the main purposes of the Constitution?
	The Preamble says…
	This means that ….
	Questions…

	We the People of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union,

	
	

	establish justice, insure domestic tranquility


	
	

	provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare


	
	

	and secure the blessing of liberty to ourselves and our posterity


	
	

	do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.


	
	


NAME_________________________
The Preamble

Directions:  Write correct statement from below for each box of the actual Preamble.
	The Preamble says…
	Write correct statement from below…
	What does this mean to you?

	We the People of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union,
	
	

	establish justice, insure domestic tranquility        
	
	

	provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare


	
	

	and secure the blessing of liberty to ourselves and our posterity


	
	

	do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.


	
	


· and for the above reasons, we create rules known forever more as the Constitution of the United States of America.

· We the people of America in order to form a better nation

· and free nation, for all Americans living and yet to be born

· provide an adequate national defense that promotes a safe, secure 

· will develop a fair government and ensure peace

We the people  ______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







First Draft:  Constitution [printing of first draft] [Committee of Detail]. GLC00819.01, Gilder Lehrman Collection, New York, NY


The Preamble:  Final Draft (2 months later)





Final draft:  Constitution. Printed Dunlap & Claypoole edition inscribed to Jonathan Williams. GLC03585,  Gilder Lehrman Collection, New York, NY











