American Democracy in Word and Deed

MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

5th Grade Lesson: “Early English Colonization of North America”

Developed by:  Allison Kent Weiss

Teaching American History Grant Focus Question:


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy 


in the U.S.?

5th Grade Yearlong Question:

Unit Focus:  


Early European Settlement

Unit Focus Question:  


Why did the Europeans settle in North America?

Unit Working Thesis:


Europeans settled in North America for a variety of reasons.  The Spanish 
settlers came seeking wealth, power, and the spread of religion.  The French 
settled to establish forts to protect their interests in fur trade from other 
Europeans.  Early English settlers settled to establish a working trade 
relationship with the Algonquin people.  Later English settlers came to find 
religious freedom.
Lesson Focus Question:  


Why did the early English colonists decide to settle in Roanoke Island, 
instead of developing a less permanent relationship with the inhabitants?

Lesson Working Thesis: 


The English colonists settled in North America to establish a good working 
relationship with the Indians that would result in ongoing trade relationships 
to build British wealth.

Reading Strategies:  Thesis/Evidence, Inference

Writing Strategy: Compare/Contrast Paragraph (addresses Unit Topic)

Suggested Amount of Time to Complete Lesson: 3 days

Texbook: 


America Will Be.  Armento, Nash, Salter, Wixson, Houghton Mifflin Co., 1991, 
chapter 6, p. 133 

Context of the Lesson:  


After studying Spanish and French colonization, students learn about early 
English colonists who settled North America for purposes of economic gain, 
as a precursor to learning about later English colonists who settled New 
England to seek religious freedom.

Lesson Procedure:

Day 1—Introduction/Reading Strategy


1. Introduction—Review discussion about exploration and settlement



A. Ask students if they have ever visited a place other than the one in 


    which they now live. Have students pair-share, come up with 


    reasons for the visits.



B. Whole class compiles comprehensive list of reasons for visits.



C. Ask students if they have ever moved to a place other than the one



     in which they now live.  Have students pair-share, come up with 


     reasons for the moves.



D. Whole class compiles comprehensive list of reasons for moves.



E. Are the reasons the same or different?


2. Reading Strategy



A. Review that the students have looked at why the English have 

                   visited North America, now the focus is on the first English settlers.



B.  Pass out Reading Strategy sheet.



C.  Review sheet to allow students to focus on key points.



D.  Allow questions.



E.  Students read p. 133 independently.



F.  Students complete Reading Strategy sheet.

Day 2—Writing Strategy


1.  Warm-up—Did all settlers come to North America for the same reasons?


      If student answers yes, move to one side of room, if student answers no, 
   
      move to opposite side of room.


2.  Writing Strategy



A.  Pass out Writing Strategy sheet.



B.  Review sheet to allow students to focus on key points.



C.  Allow questions.



D.  Work independently in class.

Homework—Day 2: Finish Writing Strategy page

Lesson Procedure (continued)

Day 3—Edit/Opportunities for Differentiation

1. Mandatory assignment: Edit—focus on clarifying ideas and proofreading for spelling and punctuation errors.

2. Optional peer or teacher conference.

3. Optional differentiation activities:

a. Review reasons for Spanish colonization, pp. 129-130.  Write an additional paragraph to compare and contrast Spanish colonization with that of the early English settlers.

b. Using the Internet as an additional resource, investigate artifacts of the French and English colonists.  Either in writing or as an oral presentation, describe how these artifacts demonstrate similarities and/or differences in the experiences of the two groups.

c. Create an illustration or collage that depicts the similarities and/or differences in the French and early English settlements.
History-Social Science Content Standards:


5.3 Students describe the cooperation and conflict that existed among the 
American Indians and between the Indian nations and the new settlers.


1. Describe the competition among the English French, Spanish, Dutch, and 
Indian nations for control of North America.
Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:


Historical Interpretation


1.  Students summarize the key events of the era they are studying and 
explain the historical contexts of those events.

Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:


Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text


2.3 Discern main ideas and concepts presented in texts, identifying and 


assessing evidence that supports those ideas.


2.4 Draw inferences, conclusions, or generalizations about text and support


them with textual evidence and prior knowledge.
Social Studies




Name: ________________________________________

America Will Be, p. 133


Reading:  Thesis/Evidence, Inference

Thesis: The English wanted to become wealthy.
Directions: Based on your reading, complete the sentences in your own words.

The English produced _______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________.
The English saw that the Algonquins had ________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________.
How do these facts support the thesis? ______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The English could sell Indian products ___________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________.
How does this fact support the thesis?  ______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The English knew that the Spanish________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
How does this fact support the thesis? _______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The English knew that in order to ensure ongoing trade, their relationship with the Indians  _____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________.
How does this fact support the thesis? ______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From these facts, I can conclude that:

The early English colonists settled in North America because _______
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
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Social Studies




Name: ________________________________________

America Will Be, pp. 131, 133

Writing:  Compare/Contrast Paragraph

Writing Topic:  

Compare and contrast the reasons the early English colonists settled North America with those of the French settlers.

Topic sentence:  Write one sentence that briefly introduces your main response to the writing topic stated above. ___________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Evidence: Complete the sentence to provide details to support your claim.
The English produced _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________.
The French produced _______________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________.

The English saw that the Indians had _____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________.
The French saw that the Indians had _____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________.

The English could sell Indian products ___________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________.The French could sell Indian products ___________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________.
The English colonists settled in North America because ______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

The French colonists settled in North America because _______________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Concluding sentence:  First, briefly summarize by referring to your writing above, and then finish with a conclusion stating whether the two groups of colonists are more similar or more different. ___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Social Studies




Name: ________________________________________

America Will Be, p. 133


Reading:  Thesis/Evidence, Inference

Thesis: The English wanted to become wealthy.
Directions: Based on your reading, complete the sentences in your own words.

The English produced wool cloth and other factory-made products.
The English saw that the Algonquins had corn, furs, tobacco, and beaded necklaces. 
How do these facts support the thesis? The English realized that they could take inexpensive British products and trade them for Algonquin products.
The English could sell Indian products for a high price in England.
How does this fact support the thesis?  If the English sold the Indian products in England, they could make a lot of money.
The English knew that the Spanish had become wealthy using enslaved Indians to mine Mexican gold and silver.

How does this fact support the thesis? The English hoped to similarly use a connection with the Indians to become wealthy.

The English knew that in order to ensure ongoing trade, their relationship with the Indians must be a friendly one.

How does this fact support the thesis? The English realized that settling would allow an ongoing relationship wth the Indians, which would more likely result in ongoing trade. 

From these facts, I can conclude that:

The early English colonists settled in North America because they wanted to establish a good working relationship with the Indians that would result in ongoing trade relationships to build British wealth.
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Social Studies




Name: ________________________________________

America Will Be, pp. 131, 133

Writing:  Compare/Contrast Paragraph

Writing Topic:
Compare and contrast the reasons the early English colonists settled North America with those of the French settlers.
Topic Sentence: Write one sentence that briefly introduces your main response to the writing topic stated above. 

In many ways the early English colonists settled North America for similar reasons to the French colonists, but they differed in significant ways, as well.

Evidence: Complete the sentence to provide details to support your claim.
The English produced wool and other factory-made goods.
The French produced axes, knives, and other metal goods. 

The English saw that the Indians had corn, furs, tobacco, and beaded necklaces.

The French saw that the Indians had beaver furs.

The English could sell Indian products for a high price in England.
The French could sell Indian products for up to 200 times the cost of axes in France.

The English colonists settled in North America because they wanted to establish a good working relationship with the Indians that would result in ongoing trade relationships to build British wealth.

The French colonists settled in North America because they wanted to protect their trade relations in response to the interest of other Europeans in a part of the fur trade.

Concluding sentence:  First, briefly summarize by referring to your writing above, then finish with a conclusion stating whether the two groups of colonists are more similar or more different.
The early English colonists shared a number of similar reasons which drew them to North America, but their most significant motivations for settlement were very different.

