American Democracy in Word and Deed
MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

5th Grade Lesson: “New France” 
Developed by:  Ruth Gorrin.
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
5th Grade Yearlong Question: 

2009-2014 Grant Question:  ?

Unit Focus:  

Name the Unit Topic. Understanding French Colonization
Unit Focus Question:

Why did the French colonize North America?

Unit Working Thesis:

Only a relatively very small number of Frenchmen colonized North America, although the French claimed a very large geographical area. They formed very few permanent settlements.  Most French immigrants were single men who worked as trappers or had trading posts where they traded with the local Indians.  They did not form any kind of self-government, but looked to the Crown for guidance.

Lesson Focus Question: 


How were the French and English colonies alike and different?

Lesson Working Thesis: 


New France had a much smaller population in a much larger area.  It had only a few small permanent settlements, compared to the town and cities of New England.  The English colonists were primarily farmers who settled with their families, while the French were mostly trappers and traders, single men moving from place to place.  Magistrates, representatives of the French government, made all the laws, while the English colonists were able to elect their own representatives to make some laws.  The English had trials by jury while the French magistrates made all the decisions in case of conflicts.

Reading and Writing Strategy/ies:


· READING Strategy: 
· Compare and contrast
· WRITING Strategy:  Structured essay
Suggested Amount of Time: 

How many days or class periods? About 3
Texts:
America Will Be.  Houghton Mifflin Co, Boston, 1997, Chapter 6, Lesson 1, pp130 – 131


Available online www.ushistory.org/us/8a.asp  “New France.”
Primary Source Citation: three maps of New France by Samuel de Champlain, 1612 and 1632


Context of the lesson in the unit (and its connection to American Democracy in Word and Deed): 
Students should already have studied Spanish explorers and settlements in California (4th grade), the Age of Exploration, and English settlements; be familiar with map of America, know how to use map key)

Lesson Procedure: 
Use this area to explain step by step how a teacher could approach the lesson.

Example:

1.  Introduction

· Step One:  Review Colonization, people from one country coming to live in and claim land in another country.

· Step Two: Have students look at the map on p.130 of America Will Be, read the title, the key, and have them list observations (either individually, pairs, or whole class)
· Show 1612 Map of New France by Samuel de Champlain (overhead or SmartBoard)

· Analyze with Primary Source worksheet, compare to textbook map.  What part of the modern map (may refer to map on p. 623 for more details of N. America) does this map show? 

· Discussion:  Have students suggest the reasons for the differences.

· Show de Champlain’s 1632 map

2. Reading Strategy 

· Step one, hand out worksheet “New France.”  Explain that it is above 5th grade level (but they can handle it)  Read it aloud as they follow.  Reread slowly.  This time, have them circle unknown vocabulary that seems necessary for understanding the passage.

· Step Two, word work:  Guess meaning and say why, look up word in dictionary and record definition, use the word in an original sentence, draw a picture to illustrate, edit original guess.

· Have students reread passage, then read again looking for information for the worksheet Compare and Contrast New France and New England (do the first line together).

3. Writing Strategy

· Two paragraph essay, each with an introductory sentence, sentence starter, transition words.

Homework: 


Tell your parents some of what you learned about New France.

History-Social Science Content Standards:, 5.2.4, 5.3.1, 5.3.2, 5.4.1

http://www.cde.ca.gov/BE/ST/SS/documents/hssstandards.doc
Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:

http://www.cde.ca.gov/BE/ST/SS/documents/hssstandards.doc
*Note: They are listed under K-5, grades 6-8, grades 9-12, and are embedded within a larger document that also lists the individual grade level standards.

Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:  Reading 2.1, 2.3, 2.4; Writing 2.3c

http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/documents/elastandards.doc
Focus question:   Why did the French colonize North America?
Source:  Map of New France,        Made by Samuel de Champlain,      Purpose: chart previously unknown territory,    Date:1618
	DESCRIPTION OF SOURCE:

What I see…
	MEANING:

What the objects, words, patterns represent…
	MESSAGE:  deChamplain drew pictures as well as showing the land and water because…
	QUESTIONS:

I wonder…

My reaction to the map is…
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1613 map by Samuel de Champlain
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1632 map  by Samuel de Champlain
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1632 by Samuel de Champlain

American History:  New France


Name ________________________








Date _________________________

Directions:  This passage from a middle or high school history textbook contains many difficult vocabulary words.  As you read it, circle the new words you need to know in order to understand the passage.

About the same time John Smith and the Jamestown settlers were setting up camp in Virginia, France was building permanent settlements of their own. Samuel de Champlain led a group of French colonists through the mouth (beginning) of the St. Lawrence River to found Quebec in 1608. The fur trade led fortune seekers deeper and deeper into North America. French Jesuit missionaries boldly went into the wilderness in the hopes of converting Native Americans to Catholicism. By 1700, France had laid claim to an expanse of territory that ranged from Newfoundland in the Northeast, down across the Great Lakes through the Ohio Valley, southward along the Mississippi River to the Gulf of Mexico, and as far west as the Rocky Mountains.


There were profound differences between New England and New France. The English colonies, though much smaller in area, dwarfed the French colonization in population .  .  .  French monarchs did little to sponsor emigration to North America.



Unlike the English colonies where self-rule had been pursued immediately, the people of New France had no such privileges. There were no elected assemblies. Decisions were made by local magistrates on behalf of the French king. Trial by jury did not exist. .  .  . The French citizenry depended directly on the Crown for guidance. The English colonists depended on themselves. In the end, despite huge claims to North American lands, the French would be overwhelmed by more numerous, self-directed subjects of Britain.


French cultural contributions are still felt in the modern United States. Cajun and Creole food draw from French culinary traditions. We need look no further than the map: Des Moines, Detroit, St. Louis, Grand Teton, and New Orleans, to see but some of France's enduring influence.

Name ___________________________

Directions:  Now fill in the chart below with up to six words you circled in the passage which appear to be most important.  You’ll only need to copy the part of the dictionary definition that seems relevant.
	Word:  


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Your guess about what it means:

Why do you think that?


	Picture:

	Dictionary definition: 



	Use in your own sentence: 



	Unless your guess was accurate, put an X through it and write your new definition:


	Word:  


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Your guess about what it means:

Why do you think that?


	Picture:

	Dictionary definition: 



	Use in your own sentence: 



	Unless your guess was accurate, put an X through it and write your new definition:


	Word:  


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Your guess about what it means:

Why do you think that?


	Picture:

	Dictionary definition: 



	Use in your own sentence: 



	Unless your guess was accurate, put an X through it and write your new definition:


	Word:  


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Your guess about what it means:

Why do you think that?


	Picture:

	Dictionary definition: 



	Use in your own sentence: 



	Unless your guess was accurate, put an X through it and write your new definition:


	Word:  


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Your guess about what it means:

Why do you think that?


	Picture:

	Dictionary definition: 



	Use in your own sentence: 



	Unless your guess was accurate, put an X through it and write your new definition:


	Word:  


___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Your guess about what it means:

Why do you think that?


	Picture:

	Dictionary definition: 



	Use in your own sentence: 



	Unless your guess was accurate, put an X through it and write your new definition:


hm8/10/10
American History:










Name ________________________

Compare and Contrast New France and New England





Date _________________________

Directions: Use the chart below to compare and contrast New France with New England.

	
	New England
	New France

	Name one settlement mentioned in the first paragraph:
	
	

	Area- Which was larger?  Was it a lot or just a little larger?  Write a short sentence in each column.
	
	

	Size of population- Which had more people? Did they have a lot or a little more?  Write a short sentence in each column.
	
	

	Did the people have an elected government 

or was everything controlled by the King (or his representatives)?
	Circle one:
Some self-government

No self-government
	Circle one:
Some self-government

No self-government

	Who did colonists depend on for guidance?
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