American Democracy in Word and Deed
MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

4th Grade Lesson: “Gold Rush” 
Developed by:  Kim Exner
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
4th Grade Yearlong Question: 

2009-2014 Grant Question:  ?

Unit Focus:  

The Road to Statehood
Unit Focus Question:

Why did people come to California during the Mexican rule period and the Gold Rush period?

Unit Working Thesis:

People came to California during the Mexican rule period and Gold Rush for these economic reasons: to trap animals for fur, for land, and for gold.


Lesson Focus Question: 


How did the Gold Rush effect California’s economy?
Lesson Working Thesis: 


The Gold Rush effected California’s economy by bringing thousands of newcomers to the state, which created the need for goods and services. As a result of these needs, many people (mostly merchants) became rich from this influx of people.
Reading and Writing Strategy/ies:


· READING Strategy: passage level (cause and effect)

· WRITING Strategy: basic paragraph outline
Suggested Amount of Time: 

One class period.
Textbook:
California: A Changing State.  Orlando, Florida: Reflection Series, Harcourt 

School Publishers, 2007, Chapter 6, page 238
Primary Source Citation: 


Stephen Foster, Oh! Susanna, 1848

Context of the lesson in the unit (and its connection to American Democracy in Word and Deed): 
This lesson will take place in the middle of the unit. Students should have studied the discovery 

of gold at Sutter’s mill the previous lesson.

Lesson Procedure: 
1.  Introduction

· Play Oh! Susanna.
· Teacher asks students to summarize what they learned the previous day. 

· Teacher then asks what they think may have happened next. Think-pair-share.

· Teacher writes responses on chart paper.

· Students read lesson 2 of the chapter with audio CD.

2. Reading Strategy 

· Distribute The New Economy passage.

· Students read silently.

· Read chorally.

· Discuss cause and effect.

· Distribute Cause and Effect chart. Explain and go over example, completing the last column as a class.

· Check for understanding, then allow students time to work in table groups to complete.

3. Writing Strategy

· Distribute Gold Rush Writing Prompt.

· Students read silently, then chorally.

· Remind students what a good thesis statement looks like, to include three details, and to have a concluding sentence that wraps up their thesis statement.

· They can use Cause and Effect sheet and The New Economy passage to help them.

· Collect all papers and staple together when completed.

Homework: 

History-Social Science Content Standards:
4.3 Students explain the economic, social, and political life in California from the establishment of the Bear Flag Republic through the Mexican-American War, the Gold Rush, and the granting of statehood.  


4.3.3 Analyze the effects of the Gold Rush on settlements, daily life, politics, and the physical environment.
Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:
Historical Interpretation

3. Students identify and interpret the multiple causes and effects of historical events.

Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:

2.6 Distinguish between cause and effect and between fact and opinion in expository text.
The New Economy
Not only did the gold rush bring thousands of people to California, but it also transformed, or changed, California’s economy. The gold rush made some people in California rich. While many workers mined gold, others started businesses. They provided goods and services to the miners and other consumers. A consumer is a person who buys a good or service. 


Most newcomers arrived in California with only what they could carry. These people needed places to live, food to eat, clothes to wear, and much more. This created demand for workers of many kinds. Carpenters built homes and buildings, and merchants sold supplies. Towns also needed police officers, bankers, grocers, blacksmiths, and other workers.
Reflections, Harcourt, 2007, Ch. 6, p. 238
KEY
NAME_________________________
Cause and Effect
	Cause
Because…
	Effect
As a result…
	Conclusions/Questions

This is important because…

	Because of the discovery of gold…
      
	thousands of people came to California.

	

	Because most newcomers arrived with very little possessions…


	they needed goods and services such as places to live, food to eat, clothes to wear, and more.


	

	Because of the demand for places to live, food to eat, clothes to wear, etc…


	Some people provided goods and services to miners and others instead of going to the gold fields. They worked as carpenters, policemen, merchants, bankers, etc. 
	

	Because thousands of people came to California…

	the economy changed and some people, like merchants,  became very rich.
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Gold Rush Writing Prompt

Background: The Gold rush brought thousands of people to California. Many of these people were headed for the gold fields with only the supplies that they could carry.

Question: How did the Gold Rush effect California’s economy?

Expectations: Answer the question in a well constructed paragraph.

· Write a thesis statement
· Give three details
· Write a concluding/analysis sentence
Paragraph Outline

Thesis statement: The Gold Rush effected California’s economy because thousands of people came to the state needing a place to stay, clothing, food, and other supplies.____________________________
Detail 1:Most newcomers arrived without a lot of possessions, so they had to buy those things that they needed to survive. The miners also needed to buy supplies that they would use in the gold fields. Merchants opened stores so these people were able to buy the goods that were necessary.___________

Detail 2: People also needed places to live, so carpenters built houses and hotels sprang up to accommodate the growing population.____________________________________________________
Detail 3: Some people decided to stay in towns and provide goods and services instead of going to the gold fields in search of their fortunes.____________________________________________________
Concluding sentence: Because there were so many new people in California that needed provisions, some of those that sold goods and services (mostly merchants) became rich. ____________________
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Thesis statement: ________________________________________________________________
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