American Democracy in Word and Deed
MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

4th Grade Lesson: “Regions of California” 
Developed by:  Robin Wilmoth, Nina Pate and Marcy McCullah
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 



How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
4th Grade Yearlong Question: 

2010-2014
Unit Focus:  

The Land and Early People
Unit Focus Question:


How did early tribes adapt to their environmental region?
Unit Working Thesis:


Native Americans adapted to their environments as shown by housing, food, clothing, trade, tribal structures and beliefs.

Lesson Focus Question: 



How are the four regions of California physically different from each other?

Lesson Working Thesis: 



The four regions of California are the coastal, mountain, central valley and desert regions each with distinctive physical features such as mountain ranges, dry arid desert and low fertile valley.

Reading and Writing Strategy:


· READING Strategy: 
· Compare and Contrast Graphic Organizer

· WRITING Strategy: Write a paragraph comparing and contrasting two regions of California. 
Suggested Amount of Time: 

3-4  days of 40 minutes each.
Textbook:
California: A Changing State.  Orlando, Florida: Reflection Series, Harcourt 

School Publishers, 2007, Chapter 1, Lesson 2, pages 18-23.
Primary Source Citation:




California Relief Map, U.S. Geological Society
Context of the lesson in the unit (and its connection to American Democracy in Word and Deed):


The lesson is taught at the beginning of the year after a geography lesson on California’s location.

It’s an introductory lesson.

Lesson Procedure: 
.

Students working in groups of four with a California relief map:

Introduction
· Teacher will model how to use the California relief map by pointing to Mt. Whitney and describing its location in the mountain region. 
· Ask students to observe the relief map closely and write down at least 5 geographic features.

· Students share their notes using pair/share technique with their group.

· Students share the facts they found that were the same or different.  Students can compare notes with each other.

· Teacher guides class discussion selecting one group at a time to share their results.

· Assign ‘regional teams’ by students choosing a slip of paper with the regions written on them.

(Ex: 32 students in class; 8 students in each of 4 groups.) 


This becomes a jigsaw strategy whereby each student becomes an ‘expert’ on one region.

· Students will read their specific region passage, collect information to be presented later to the whole class.

2. Reading Strategy 

· Students will partner read the assigned text pages 18-23. 

· Hand out the graphic organizer. (region chart)

· Teacher will read aloud the Mountain region section and model how to use the graphic organizer under the mountain heading.

· Students share out by regional group and the teacher will transcribe their information onto an overhead transparency for all students to copy.

Example of graphic organizer blank and teacher key are included.

3. Writing Strategy
· Use visuals (maps and pictures) to review and discuss the physical features of the region.

· Teacher will model how to write a paragraph using the graphic organizer.

· Use the graphic organizer to write one paragraph that will compare and contrast two regions of California.

· Using think aloud, develop topic sentence, detail sentences and compare and contrast two regions, and a concluding sentence.

· Write the paragraph together as a class continuing to think aloud and identify steps.

Extensions:


Complete graphic organizer (region chart) using the remaining lessons in Chapter 1, Lessons 3-5, pages 28-45.

History-Social Science Content Standards:
4.1  Students demonstrate an understanding of the physical and human geographic features that define places and regions in California.
Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:
Students use a variety of maps and documents to identify physical and cultural features of neighborhoods, cities, states, and countries and to explain the historical migration of people, expansion and disintegration of empires, and the growth of the economic system.

Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:
Reading Standard 2.5: Compare and contrast information on the same topic after reading several passages or articles.

Writing Standard 1.2: Create multiple paragraph compositions.
TEACHER KEY for PARAGRAPH:

Focus Question:  How are the four regions of California physically different from each other?

Compare and Contrast two California regions.


The coastal region and mountain region of California have different feature.  The coastal region of California runs along its Pacific Ocean border.  The northern coastline is rugged, rocky with steep cliffs and the southern coastline has low sandy beaches.  The Sierra Nevada mountain range runs north and south on the eastern side of the state.  The highest peak is Mt. Whitney at 14,495 feet high.  Lake Tahoe is a main body of water in the Sierra Nevada mountain range.  The coastal region and mountain regions of California are different from each other.
