American Democracy in Word and Deed
MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

11th Grade Lesson: “The Origins of the Progressive Era” 
Developed by:  Margaret Ljepava, and Maureen Allan-Clayton Valley High School
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
11th Grade Yearlong Focus Question:

2009-2014 Grant Question:  
2006-2010 Grant Question: How have the powers of the United States federal government 
expanded or been limited since the Civil War?

Unit Focus:  

TBFO
Unit Focus Question:

TBFO

Unit Working Thesis:

TBFO

Lesson Focus Question: 


What were the political, social and economic conditions that provoked the Progressive Movement?
Lesson Working Thesis: 



Political corruption, moral degradation and deteriorated conditions for factory workers sparked an era of great reform at the dawn of the Twentieth Century.
Reading and Writing Strateies:


· READING Strategy: 
· Cornell Notes for Chapter 9, Section 1
· WRITING Strategy 

· Analyzing Political Cartoons

Suggested Amount of Time: 

One/two class periods
Textbook:
Danzer, Gerald et al. The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21st Century. Evanston, Illinois: McDougal Littell Inc., 2006, pp. 306-312
Primary Source Citation:
"Child Labor." Cartoon. William Floyd School District, n.d. Web. 9 Aug. 2010. <http://www.wfsd.k12.ny.us>. 

Keppler, Joseph. J. ""Bosses of the Senate"" Cartoon. West Irondequoit Central School District.  n.d. Web. 9 Aug. 2010. <http://www.westirondequoit.org/>. 

 "Women's Vote"" Cartoon. n.p., n.d. Web. 9 Aug. 2010. <www.historycooperative.org>. 

Context of the lesson in the unit (and its connection to American Democracy in Word and Deed): 
The lesson will take place at the beginning of the unit following introductory remarks outlining the 

 Progressive Era
Lesson Procedure: 
1. Introduction of the Progressive Era:

After brief remarks explaining the essence of the era, students will be directed to examine and analyze three political cartoons to help them understand the myriad problems America faced at the turn of the Twentieth Century.

· Step One:

Working in pairs, students will examine three political cartoons on: Child Labor, Women’s Suffrage and Trust and Cartels   As they examine the cartoons, students will complete three copies of the “Analyzing a Political Cartoon” worksheet . 
· Step Two:

After the teacher projects the first cartoon, students will complete the front side of the handout. 

· Students will discuss their findings in pairs, then with the class as a whole

· Students will then complete the writing activity on the reverse side of the sheet

· This procedure will be repeated two more times

· Step Three:

· Students will then read Chapter 9, Section 1 independently

(this might be homework) carefully taking notes using the Cornell method. A worksheet may be handed out.

· After reading is completed, a class list of the problems that were evident at the turn of the century will be generated on the board or overhead.

· Students will then be placed in groups of 4 and asked to categorize (using the “bucket” approach) the problems they identified in their notes as either social political or economic.

· Discussion will follow leading to a culminating lesson that will examine the solutions to these problems

2. Reading Strategy 

· Introduce or review the Cornell note technique

· Students read/take notes on Chapter 9, Section 1

3. Writing Strategy

· Students will complete the “Focusing on a Political Cartoon” chart and writing activity.

Homework: 

Students may be asked to complete the reading and Cornell notes as homework.  In this case, the “bucket activity” will take place the following day.  For the bucket activity, students will be asked to categorize their Cornell Notes on butcher paper into the political, social and economic themes we are studying.

History-Social Science Content Standards:
11.2.9 Understand the effect of political programs and activities of the Progressives (eg. Federal regulation of railroad transport, children’s bureau, the 16th amendment, Theodore Roosevelt and Hiram Johnson

Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:
Historical Research, Evidence, and Point of View 1 and 2

Historical Interpretation 1 and 3

Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:
Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level Appropriate Text

2.2 Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns or organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of the main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.

2.4 Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author’s arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify interpretations.

2.5 Analyze an author’s implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about a subject.

NAME: ______________________________        ANALYZING A POLITICAL CARTOON
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


FOCUS QUESTION: What were the political, social and economic conditions that provoked the Progressive Movement?

TITLE OF CARTOON: Women’s Vote         AUTHOR/PUBLISHER: Unknown 
PLACE AND TIME: Where and when was it published? Background information of the publication. _______________________________

c. 1910 –The United States

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: The push for women’s suffrage grew in intensity at the turn of the Twentieth Century. In addition, the resistance to this idea was equally intense.
	OBSERVATIONS

	DESCRIPTION OF THE CARTOON

What I see… What objects, symbols, captions, people are portrayed in the cartoon? Be specific!  
	MEANING

What do the objects, people, words, etc. symbolize or represent?
	QUESTIONS/REACTION

I wonder… My reaction to the cartoon is…

MESSAGE/ARGUMENT: Explain the message of the cartoon.



	Answers will vary


	
	

	Ex. The sun is shining on the park
	Children playing while their mothers watch is a good thing.
	

	Ex. A large sign that says “Women’s Vote”


	Women voting is a big issue and cannot be ignored.
	

	
	
	

	CRITICAL THINKING


What persuasive techniques were used in this political cartoon?

x symbolism           x caricature          x captioning and labels          ( analogy          ( irony          x exaggeration      
What groups would agree or disagree with the cartoon’s message? Why?

People in favor of giving women the right to vote would disagree.  Those who opposed the idea would agree.
	WRITING ACTIVITY – FOCUSING ON A POLITICAL CARTOON


FOCUS QUESTION: What were the political social and economic conditions that provoked the Progressive Movement?

_________________________________________________Women’s Vote______________________________ reveals to us that 

                               (The “title” of the political cartoon)                                                                             (The artist/author or subject)

some people opposed the right of women to vote __________________________________________________________________________________________________

(The political cartoon’s overall message/argument)

The “dark” side of the cartoon insinuates that if women are given the right to vote children will be neglected and society will fall apart. __________________________________________________________________________________________
(Evidence in the political cartoon/primary source)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This political cartoon relates to the focus question because the fight for women’s rights was a social issue that addressed at the turn of the Twentieth Century
NAME: ______________________________        ANALYZING A POLITICAL CARTOON
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


FOCUS QUESTION: What were the political, social and economic conditions that provoked the Progressive Movement?

TITLE OF CARTOON: Child Labor         AUTHOR/PUBLISHER: Unknown 
PLACE AND TIME: Where and when was it published? Background information of the publication. _______________________________

1902 –The United States

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: Children were being exploited in the workforce:  they were paid low wages, made to work long hours in adverse conditions and denied an education.

	OBSERVATIONS

	DESCRIPTION OF THE CARTOON

What I see… What objects, symbols, captions, people are portrayed in the cartoon? Be specific!  
	MEANING

What do the objects, people, words, etc. symbolize or represent?
	QUESTIONS/REACTION

I wonder… My reaction to the cartoon is…

MESSAGE/ARGUMENT: Explain the message of the cartoon.



	Answers will vary


	
	

	Ex. Children on an auction block
	Children are being sold like slaves
	

	Ex. A large sign that says “For 
Sale to the Highest Bidder”


	Money can buy anything 
	

	
	
	

	CRITICAL THINKING


What persuasive techniques were used in this political cartoon?

x symbolism           x caricature          x captioning and labels          x analogy          x irony          x exaggeration      
What groups would agree or disagree with the cartoon’s message? Why?

People who fear that children are being exploited would agree.  People who are profiting from child labor would disagree because they are providing a source of livelihood for poor families and making a huge profit.
	WRITING ACTIVITY – FOCUSING ON A POLITICAL CARTOON


FOCUS QUESTION: What were the political social and economic conditions that provoked the Progressive Movement?

_________________________________________________Child Labor______________________________ reveals to us that 

                               (The “title” of the political cartoon)                                                                             (The artist/author or subject)

some people felt that children were exploited so that businesses could make large profits. __________________________________________________________________________________________________

(The political cartoon’s overall message/argument)

The industrialists were becoming enormously wealthy (fat) by exploiting impoverished children (thin, ragged, heads down children on the auction block)
(Evidence in the political cartoon/primary source)

This political cartoon relates to the focus question because the exploitation of children was a social and economic issue that needed to be addressed at the turn of the Twentieth Century
NAME: ______________________________        ANALYZING A POLITICAL CARTOON
	BACKGROUND INFORMATION


FOCUS QUESTION: What were the political, social and economic conditions that provoked the Progressive Movement?

TITLE OF CARTOON: The Bosses of the Senate         AUTHOR/PUBLISHER: Joseph Keppler
PLACE AND TIME: Where and when was it published? Background information of the publication. _______________________________

1896 –The United States

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: Trusts and Cartels had become politically powerful because they had few restraints.
	OBSERVATIONS

	DESCRIPTION OF THE CARTOON

What I see… What objects, symbols, captions, people are portrayed in the cartoon? Be specific!  
	MEANING

What do the objects, people, words, etc. symbolize or represent?
	QUESTIONS/REACTION

I wonder… My reaction to the cartoon is…

MESSAGE/ARGUMENT: Explain the message of the cartoon.



	Answers will vary


	
	

	Ex. Enormous men in stature and girth 
	They are so big they dominate the screen.  Their stature would make it difficult for them to move or be moved.
	

	Ex. A doorway with a sign that says “Monopolists”


	These men must be monopolists.
	

	
	
	

	CRITICAL THINKING


What persuasive techniques were used in this political cartoon?

x symbolism           x caricature          x captioning and labels         analogy          x irony          x exaggeration      
What groups would agree or disagree with the cartoon’s message? Why?

People who think that the monopolists control the Senate would agree.  Capitalists who are making huge profits and Senators who are being manipulated would disagree and Senators
	WRITING ACTIVITY – FOCUSING ON A POLITICAL CARTOON


FOCUS QUESTION: What were the political social and economic conditions that provoked the Progressive Movement?

_________________________________________________The Bosses of the Senate______________________________ reveals to us that 

                               (The “title” of the political cartoon)                                                                             (The artist/author or subject)

some people felt monopolists and trusts were too powerful and overshadowed the power of the people. __________________________________________________________________________________________________

(The political cartoon’s overall message/argument)

The trusts are depicted as fat while the senators are portrayed as small and unconcerned.  The people’s entrance is closed illustrating that the business of the Senate is conducted without the input of the people.  
(Evidence in the political cartoon/primary source)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This political cartoon relates to the focus question because the power of the trusts and monopolies was a political problem that needed to be addressed at the turn of the Twentieth Century.

 [image: image1.png]



[image: image2.jpg]




[image: image3.png]



Cornell Note-Taking Format

Name: _____________

Subject: The Origins of the Progressive Era
Chapter 9, Section 1__________



Date:  _____________
	Main Ideas
	Details

	Notes will vary (Possibilities noted below)

Harsh conditions for many Americans—i.e. child labor practices

Moral degradation
Suspicion of capitalism
Corrupt local governments
Public health
Environment

Civil Rights 


	Result of industrialization
Drinking, poor treatment of poor and mentally ill

Uneven balance among big, business, government and ordinary people
Tammany Hall
African-Americans

Women


	Summary: 

A myriad of political, social and economic problems led to a broad array of reforms at the turn of the Twentieth Century.  This period has been dubbed The Progressive Era.





