American Democracy in Word and Deed

MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

11th Grade Lesson:  “The 1920’s” 
Developed by:  Shruti Patel  
Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
11th Grade Yearlong Focus Question: ?? 
Unit Focus:    Unit 5 Were the "roaring twenties" prosperous for all?
Unit Focus Question:

How were the major factors of the 1920s responsible for influencing Post World War I America?
Unit Working Thesis:
The 1920s can be seen as a period in which American society was revolutionized. By the end of this unit students should be able state the importance of the 18th and 19th Amendments, how the ‘roles’ and ‘images’ of women had changed. Students should also be able explain the importance of mass production of consumer goods through the use of assembly lines. Students should also be able to describe The Great immigration, why it was important and the impact it brought. 


 - 
Lesson Focus Question: 


How did Henry Ford’s production of Model T impact labor in American cities?

Lesson Focus Teaching Thesis:

By the end of this lesson students should be able to explain how the production of the Model T provided opportunities for immigrants, how the birth of a mass culture brought ‘luxury’ to  the working class and had  it deskilled labor jobs. 
Reading and Writing Strategy/ies:
· READING Strategy: 
· Two cause and effect charts- based on the reading 
· WRITING Strategy: 
· Write a paragraph using 3 pieces of evidence from the reading
Suggested Amount of Time: 


Two ( 50 min periods) 

Textbook:

Nash, Gary. American odyssey. Lake Forest: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill School Pub Co, 1991. 277. Print.

Roark, James, and Michael Johnson. The American Promise. 2. II. Boston: Bedford/st Martins, 2001. 822-823. Print
Primary Source Citation:
Library of Congress  www.lov.gov 
Context of the lesson in the unit (and its connection to American Democracy in Word and Deed): 
 This lesson will be delivered after students have spent time learning about assembly lines/factories, in t1920s America. Students should have participated in a simulation game, dealing with assembly line. Where the class had been broken up into two groups, to fold paper cranes. Each student within the each group had been given a specific fold they needed to do, before they were able pass the crane to the next person.  

Use this area to explain step by step how a teacher could approach the lesson.

Example:

1.  Introduction

· Teacher (T) will have class recall information from prior day’s lesson dealing with assembly lines.

· Class (C) will have a mini discussion on how if felt to be working on an ‘assembly line’ and getting little money. 

· Students (S) will share out their thoughts, feelings, questions. 

· T will then ask S if they can recall information on Henry Ford, or any information they know about him. 

· T will pass out the reading sheet to the C, telling C they will be learning a little about Ford today. 

· S will be told to be looking at reading from American Odyssey. The whole C will read the passage together and discuss what reading is about.

2. Reading Strategy 

· C will read the passage as a whole  the first time. 

· C will then have a discussion on passage.  T might go into detail on parts, S should joint down notes on the paper. 

· T will tell students this is a cause and effect reading. T will ask students if they can point out one cause and effect in the first mini paragraph. S will share out.

· T will pass out the Causes and Effect chart. T will make sure S are looking at the chart dealing with the American Odyssey reading. T will tell C to fill in the first blank square. 

· After the S have written down the example, T will tell S they are going to do the rest within their group. After S are done with the American Odyssey reading they will do the same thing for the mini reading on the back, from American Promise. 
· S will  be asked to try this reading and finding the cause and effect by themselves, and THEN check with their group members. 

· S will fill out a chart for The American Promise reading, just like they did for American Odysseys. 

3. Writing Strategy

· This most likely is the next day. S will be given time to work on their Cause and effect charts if they are not already done. They will be given a ten to minutes to do this. 

· T will then ask S pull out their notes and cause and effect charts

· T will tell S they will be writing an outline for a paragraph. They will be using their notes as evidence to support their thesis. 

· T will also pass out the picture of the men building the car to use a piece of evidence ( S do NOT have to use the pictures)

· S will have the rest of the period to fill in their outline.  
Homework: 

· S should finish their outline of their paragraph.

History-Social Science Content Standards:
11.5 Students analyze the major political, social, economic, technological, and cultural developments of the 1920s. 

11.5.7 Discuss the rise of mass production techniques, the growth of cities, the impact of new technologies (e.g., the automobile, electricity), and the resulting prosperity and effect on the American landscape. 

Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:
Chronological and Spatial Thinking : 

1.  Students compare the present with the past, evaluating the consequences of past events and decisions and determining the lessons that were learned

Historical Research, Evidence, and Point of View

4. Students construct and test hypotheses; collect, evaluate, and employ information from multiple primary and secondary sources; and apply it in oral and written presentations. 

Historical Interpretation 

2. Students recognize the complexity of historical causes and effects, including the limitations on determining cause and effect. 

Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:
Research and Technology
1.6 Develop presentations by using clear research questions and creative and critical research 
strategies (e.g., field studies, oral histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources).

Name:_________________________
Directions: After we read the passage by Gary Nash, you are going to work with your group members to find the causes and effects within the passage. Circle the causes and draw an arrow to the effect. We will do the fist one together as a class.

Cause and Effect – Henry Ford and the assembly line 
	Cause
	Effect

	[Because]            
Ford believed the more money his workers had the more they are willing to spend it on his cars
	

	[Because]


	

	[Because]


	

	[Because]


	

	[Because]


	

	[Because]


	


Answer the following question in a paragraph, on a separate sheet of paper. Be sure to explain your reasoning  .                                                                           Question: Was Henry Ford a traitor to his ‘class’? Why or why not?

Name:_________________________
Directions: Similar to what you have done for Gray Nash’s passage, you will do the same for the  James Roark passage. However this time I want you to try and fill in as much of the chart as you can, by yourself. After everyone in your group is done (or has at least tried) , you can share your answers. 

Cause and Effect- “Henry Ford and assembly line Progress”
	Cause
	Effect

	[Because]            

	The Ford company was able to produced a finished project every 93 minutes.

	[Because]


	

	[Because]


	

	[Because] 


	. 

	[Because]


	


Answer the following question on a separate sheet of paper                                                                                        Question: If Henry Ford did not increase wages for his workers, would there have been a ‘middle’ class? 
Focus question: How did Henry Ford’s production Model T impact American lifestyle? 

Henry Ford and the Assembly Line
Henry Ford was one of the first industrialists to act on the realization that each worker is also a consumer. If workers had more money, Ford reasoned they could purchase more of his cars. So in 1914 Ford took the revolutionary action of doubling the wages of the workers at the plant in Highland Park, Michigan.

Working for Henry Ford: In an era when $2 a day was considered a generous wage, Ford offered $5 a day to workers of ‘thrifty habits.” Workers who refused to learn English, rejected the company detective’s advice, gambled, drank, or pursed “any malicious practice derogatory to… moral behavior” did not get the raise. In two years, three- quarters of Ford’s workers made $5 a day. 
Other industrialist called Ford a ‘traitor to his class’ because his actions defied the conventional wisdom of keeping wages low and prices high. However, Ford reasoned that well-paid workers would be less likely to seek other jobs and more likely to do their boring jobs willingly. In 1926 Ford again delighted the workers and shocked the business world by reducing the work week at this plant from a 48-hour, six day week to a 40-hour week, five-day week.

Ford could easily afford to cut back his worker’s hours and increase their pay beyond the standards of time. The assembly line methods that permitted mass production made tremendous profits for Ford, whose company earned an estimated $264,000 per day in 1922.

In addition to their increased wages, Ford’s workers gained some other benefits from the new assembly line work. Because the jobs required no skills and litter training, laborers could master their work quickly. In fact, almost anyone who wanted to work could do the new jobs. 
Henry Ford employed ex-convicts, as well the physically and mentally handicapped. He believed a worker to  “ be equally acceptable whether he has been Sing Sing or at Harvard and we do not even inquire from which place he has graduated. All that he needs is the desire to work”. Indeed, Henry Ford prided himself on hiring thousands of northern European  immigrants and members of minority groups who might not otherwise have had good job opportunities. 
---- Nash, Gary. American Odyssey. Lake Forest: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill School Pub Co, 1991. 276-277. Print.

Henry Ford and Assembly-line Progress 
The key to Ford’s success in the factory was mass production. By installing a continuous conveyor belt, or assembly line, in his plant in 1913, Ford was able to produce a car every ninety-three minutes, in contract to the fourteen hours it had taken before. Mass production enabled Ford to drop the price of his cars from $845 to less than $300. Soon the working class joined the wealthy on the roads. The Model –T – homely and available only in black, but rugged and cheap- became a prime symbol of the New Era. Aided by the federal government’s willingness to spend more on roads than on anything else, cars, trucks, and buses surged past the haulers of passengers and freight. 

The automobile changed the face of America. Hundreds of small town declined or died within the decade, largely because the automobile could connect people in rural communities with distend cities and thus bypass the small towns that had formerly provided service.

--- Roark, James, and Michael Johnson. The American Promise. 2. II. Boston: Bedford/st Martins, 2001. 822-823. Print.
       Name: _________________________ 


Date:__________ period __________

Directions: You will be writing a paragraph pulling information you learned from the two passages (and the picture if you decided to use it)as evidence to support your thesis. Remember to cite your sources and put as much detail and time into this as you can. We will be using this paragraph later this week. 
Question: Was the idea of assembly lines beneficial or detrimental to the America Society? 

Thesis Statement:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Evidence:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Analysis  (explanation) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Evidence:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Analysis (explanation): _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Evidence:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Analysis: explanation) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Concluding statement: ​​​______________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

TEACHER KEY
Cause and Effect – Henry Ford and the assembly line
	Cause
	Effect

	[Because]            
Ford believed the more money his workers had the more they are willing to spend it on his cars
	In 1914, Henry Ford doubled the amount of wages, for his workers in Highland Park, MI. 


	[Because]

Henry Ford had rules as to how his workers are suppose to interact.

	Workers were not able to get the higher wage if the did not follow the rules. 


	[Because]

While his workers were shocked and delighted, other companies thought he was a traitor to the ‘higher class’ 
	Ford shortens the workweek by one day and cut  hours down to 40 hrs a week from  the pervious 48 hrs a week. 


	[Because]

Mass production was available because of the methods used with the assembly line 

	 Ford was able to has short hours and higher wages and still make a profit. Products being finished at a higher/faster rate. 

	[Because]

 Ford was hiring anyone who wanted a job, regardless of a criminal history or have health issues and education. 

	 No training was required and jobs were easy to master, and immigrants were given opportunities which they might have not have had. 


Answer the following question in a  paragraph on a separate sheet of paper or at the bottom of the page .                              Question: Was Henry Ford a traitor to his ‘class”? why or why not?
 TEACHER KEY
Cause and Effect- “Henry Ford and assembly line Progress”
	Cause
	Effect

	[Because]            
After the Company installed assembly lines

	The Ford company was able to produced a finished project, of the Model T every 93 minutes

	[Because]

Mass production
	Henry Ford was able to sale his cars at a much cheaper rate, leading to working class being able to afford to purchase a automobile.

Rugged and cheap???



	[Because]

Roads had gotten better, contented rural communities and cities
	The death of small towns


	[Because] 


	. 

	[Because]


	


Answer the following question on a separate sheet of paper                                                                                        Question: If Henry Ford did not increased wages for his workers, would there have been a ‘middle’ class? 
Name: _________________________ 


TEACHER KEY
Date:__________ period __________

Question: Where the use of assembly lines beneficial or detrimental to the America Society? 

Possible answers students could have

	Beneficial
	Detrimental

	· Mass production

· Goods at a cheaper price

· Higher pay

· Affordability

· No training

· Work easy to find/ learn
· Deskilled labor
· Less hours
· Everyone was able to find work

· New Era

	· Mass production

· not many choices

· Mistreatment of workers

· Immigrants unable able to speak own language

· had to assimilate with American culture

· Labor deskilled 

· Same thing everyday
· Decline of Small towns 



Focus question: How did Henry Ford’s production Model T impact American lifestyle? 
TEACHER KEY 
Henry Ford and the Assembly Line
Henry Ford was one of the first industrialists to act on the realization that each worker is also a consumer. If workers had more money, Ford reasoned they could purchase more of his cars. So in 1914 Ford took the revolutionary action of doubling the wages of the workers at the plant in Highland Park, Michigan.

Working for Henry Ford: In an era when $2 a day was considered a generous wage, Ford offered $5 a day to workers of ‘thrifty habits.” Workers who refused to learn English, rejected the company detective’s advice, gambled, drank, or pursed “any malicious practice derogatory to… moral behavior” did not get the raise. In two years, three- quarters of Ford’s workers made $5 a day. 
Other industrialist called Ford a ‘traitor to his class’ because his actions defied the conventional wisdom of keeping wages low and prices high. However, Ford reasoned that well-paid workers would be less likely to seek other jobs and more likely to do their boring jobs willingly. In 1926 Ford again delighted the workers and shocked the business world by reducing the work week at this plant from a 48-hour, six day week to a 40-hour week, five-day week.

Ford could easily afford to cut back his worker’s hours and increase their pay beyond the standards of time. The assembly line methods that permitted mass production made tremendous profits for Ford, whose company earned an estimated $264,000 per day in 1922.

In addition to their increased wages, Ford’s workers gained some other benefits from the new assembly line work. Because the jobs required no skills and litter training, laborers could master their work quickly. In fact, almost anyone who wanted to work could do the new jobs. 
Henry Ford employed ex-convicts, as well the physically and mentally handicapped. He believed a worker to “ be equally acceptable whether he has been Sing Sing or at Harvard and we do not even inquire from which place he has graduated. All that he needs is the desire to work”. Indeed, Henry Ford prided himself on hiring thousands of northern European  immigrants and members of minority groups who might not otherwise have had good job opportunities. 

---- Nash, Gary. American Odyssey. Lake Forest: Glencoe/McGraw-Hill School Pub Co, 1991. 277. Print

TEACHER KEY 

Henry Ford and Assembly-line Progress 
The key to Ford’s success in the factory was mass production. By installing a continuous conveyor belt, or assembly line, in his plant in 1913, Ford was able to produce a car every ninety-three minutes, in contract to the fourteen hours it had taken before. Mass production enabled Ford to drop the price of his cars from $845 to less than $300. Soon the roads working class joined the wealthy on the. The Model –T – homely and available only in black, but rugged and cheap- became a prime symbol of the New Era. Aided by the federal government’s willingness to spend more on roads than on anything else, cars, trucks, and buses surged past the haulers of passengers and freight. 

The automobile changed the face of America. Hundreds of small town declined or died within the decade, largely because the automobile could connect people in rural communities with distend cities and thus bypass the small towns that had formerly provided service.

--- Roark, James, and Michael Johnson. The American Promise. 2. II. Boston: Bedford/st Martins, 2001. 822-823. Print.
