American Democracy in Word and Deed

MDUSD/UCB H-SSP

11th Grade Lesson: “Unit 2: Immigration: Why did the government pass the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882?” 

Developed by:  Jeanne-Marie Carr

Teaching American History Grant Focus Question: 


How have the words and deeds of people and institutions shaped democracy in the U.S.?
11th Grade Yearlong Focus Question:

2009-2014 Grant Question:  ?

2006-2010 Grant Question: How have the powers of the United States federal government  expanded or been limited since the Civil War?

Unit Focus:  


Unit 2:  Immigration

Unit Focus Question:


UNIT 2: Immigration How did immigration change and influence American culture and society?

Immigration - Multi-day Model Lesson How were the experiences of immigrants from China and Europe both similar and different?

Unit Working Thesis:


UNIT 2:

Immigration

CH 7 2 weeks 11.2.2;

11.2.3;

11.2.4

How did immigration change and influence American culture and society?

Waves of immigration changed American society by dramatically increasing the urban

population which led to ethnic diversity, racial and cultural tensions, and an overburdened

civic infrastructure.

Lesson Focus Question: 



Why did the government pass the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882?
Lesson Working Thesis: 



Chinese immigrants accepting lower wages in a time of economic depression, made native-born workers fear the loss of jobs and encouraged them to press the government to pass the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882.

Reading and Writing Strategy/ies:


· READING Strategy: Chronology

Individually, or with a partner, students will read the textbook, pp. 254 – 259.  Using the attached chronology handout and using their textbook, students will write one sentence to record key events for the years indicated.

· READING Strategy:
Cause and Effect Chart 

Individually, students will complete the “Cause and Effect” chart and their textbook pp. 254 – 259 in short answers for the fill-ins.
· WRITING Strategy:  5 – paragraph essay using BING BANG BONGO format

Students will be given written directions and the 5-paragraph essay format.  The thesis sentence will be written for them and students will need to complete the essay using economic (BING), political (BONG) and social (BONGO) reasons to lead to their analysis with these contributing factors leading Congress passing of The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882.

Suggested Amount of Time: 


1 day – 2 days – reading pp. 254 – 259: Chronology of Chinese Immigration in the 1800s


1 day – reading pp.254 - 259:  Cause & Effect chart


1 day – Analyzing Political Cartoon 


2 days – Writing Assignment – 5-paragraph

Textbook: Danzer, Gerald et al. The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21st Century. Evanston, Illinois: McDougal Littell Inc., 2006, pp. 254 - 259
Primary Source Citation:  Political cartoon:  “The Great Fear of Foreigners” – White and Bauer, San Francisco, circa 1865US Library of Conress
Context of the lesson in the unit (and its connection to American Democracy in Word and Deed): 

This lesson is the first in the Unit 2 Immigration and Urbanization, and follows U.S. Industrialization.  It is an introduction to one immigration group, the Chinese, which demonstrates the opportunities and the difficulties that immigrants faced in coming to the United States during the 1800s – the early 1900s.

Lesson Procedure: 

Use this area to explain step by step how a teacher could approach the lesson.

1.  Introduction

· Tell the students that from our previous unit, we learned that U.S. industrialization provided many opportunities for immigrants, but also many difficulties and obstacles.  We will participate in many activities to explore “Why Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882?”

2. Reading Strategy 

· Pass out the Chinese Immigration to the United States in the 1800s Chronology handout.

· Individually, or with a partner, students will read the textbook, pp. 254 – 259.  Using the attached chronology handout and using their textbook, students will write one sentence to record key events for the years indicated.  

· If time allows, correct the chronology as a class.  Elicit answers from students regarding the dates – students may write their year and sentence on the board, or may verbally give their sentences to the class.

· As students correct their chronology, others may contribute their sentence (if needed for greater clarification).  

· The Teacher explains any discrepancies – or may help with sentence structure, as needed.

AND ANOTHER READING STRATEGY:

· - Tell students they will use the Cause and Effect chart and their textbook, pp. 254 – 259 to assist them in thinking beyond a linear manner and in a more analytical way.  Although some of the information may be the same as they had written on their chronology, it also helps with vocabulary and key words of the section.

· Pass out the Cause and Effect handout.  Students will read through pp. 254 – 259 and put the appropriate missing words into the blanks to complete the chart.

· As a class, go over the chart.

3. Writing Strategy

- Prior to giving the writing assignment, the teacher will introduce the political cartoon, “The Great Fear of the Period.”  The political cartoon would be shown using a projection (to make it large) and the students will each have a copy to write their own notes during our class discussion.

 - Pass out the political cartoon copy to the students.

 - Teacher will elicit responses regarding “The Great Fear.”


Have students specifically list objects, symbols, people they see in the cartoon.


Elicit responses from the students and point them out in the cartoon.


Next to each item they listed on their paper, or items shared by their classmates, have students indicate what they think the object, people, words, symbolize or represent.


As a class, discuss what the caption may mean. 

THEN:

As a conclusion of this particular Lesson Question: 

Teacher goes over the directions for the “Chinese Immigration to the United States of the 1800s” Writing Assignment.  

* the 5-paragraph essay Bing-Bang-Bongo format for 5-paragraph High School Essay has already been reviewed in order for the students to successfully answer the Lesson Focus Question in their essay.  Also included is a framework for their essay to develop their paragraphs conclusion.

Homework: None

History-Social Science Content Standards:

11.2 Students analyze the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large-scale rural-to-urban migration, and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe. 
 2. Describe the changing landscape, including the growth of cities linked by industry and trade, and the development of cities divided according to race, ethnicity, and class. 
Historical and Social Sciences Analysis Skills:

Historical Interpretation

1. Students show the connections, causal and otherwise, between particular historical events and larger social, economic, and political trends and developments. 

2. Students recognize the complexity of historical causes and effects, including the limitations on determining cause and effect. 

Reading/Language Arts Content Standards:

 Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text
2.2          Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of the main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.

1.0 Writing Strategies

Students write coherent and focused texts that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument. The writing demonstrates students' awareness of the audience and purpose and progression through the stages of the writing process. 

Organization and Focus
1.1          Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, expository, persuasive, or descriptive writing assignments.

1.3          Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.

NAME_________________________

Chinese Immigration to the United States in the 1800s - Chronology 
After reading the information from your text, The Americans pages 254 - 259, create a chronology to record key events associated with Chinese immigration to the United States between 1850 and 1940. For each event, write a one-sentence summary. 
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1848


1851 – 1883: 


1865: 

1867:  
Describe some of their later jobs in one sentence.
   
1873:

1882:


1892:  

1894:  
   

1897:

Describe the bill in one sentence. 

1902.:

1910 – 1940: 
 Describe the process in one sentence.

1917: 

1943:  
Chinese Immigration to the United States in the 1800s – Chronology -  KEY
After reading the information from your text, The Americans on pages 254 - 259, create a chronology to record key events associated with Chinese immigration to the United States between 1850 and 1940. For each event, write a one-sentence summary. 

1848:  California Gold Rush


  (p. 255)

1851 – 1883: about 300,000 Chinese arrive to West Coast

(p. 253)

1865:  Central Pacific Railroad begins to hire Chinese workers to lay tracks for RR

          (p. 255)
1867:  12,000 Chinese employed by Central Pacific Railroad

(p. 255)
Describe some of their later jobs in one sentence.  Farming, mining, domestic service, some small business.

(p. 255)

   
1873:  Depression intensified anti-Chinese sentiment in California.

          (p. 259)
1882:  Chinese Exclusion Act banned entry to all Chinese except students, teachers, merchants, tourists and government officials.


(p.259)


1892:  Congress extends the Chinese Exclusion Act for another 10 years.


(p.259)
1894:  Prescott Hall and the Immigration Restriction League, and nativists identify 
   “…Asiatic races, historically down-trodden…and stagnant.”

          (p. 258)   
1897:  Congress - influenced by Immigration Restriction League – passed a bill requiring a literacy test for immigrants.

(p. 258)

Describe the bill in one sentence:  Those who could not read 40 words in English or their native language would be refused entry.
(p. 258)
1902:  Chinese immigration was restricted indefinitely.

(p.259)
1910 – 1940: Approx. 50,000 Chinese gained admission to the U.S. at Angel Island 

in San Francisco Bay.

(p.257)

 Describe the process in one sentence.

             (p. 257)
1917: Similar bill for a literacy test requirement for immigrants was passed into law in spite of Pres. Wilson’s veto.

1943:  Chinese Exclusion Act repealed
(p.259) 
NAME_________________________
Chinese Immigration to the United States in the 1800s

The Americans, pp. 254 - 259
Cause and Effect

	Cause
	Effect

	______________ accepted lower wages.       

 
	_______________________________   ________________ feared __________ of __________.

	[Because]

   _______________ of 1873

	_____________ was scarce.

	[Because]

______________ was scarce.
	_________   __________ exerted

_______________ pressure on the government to __________ Asian ___________________.


	[Because]

The ______________ Party and its founder, ___________   _________, believed “_______    ______________ _______    ___!”

	Congress passed the _______________ ________________   ________ of ________. 


Lesson Question:  Why did the government pass the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882? 

NAME_________________________
Chinese Immigration to the United States in the 1800s

The Americans, pp. 254 - 259
KEY
Cause and Effect

	Cause
	Effect

	[Because]            

Chinese immigrants accepted lower wages.
      
	Native-born workers feared loss of jobs.


	[Because]

   Depression of 1873

	Work was scarce.


	[Because]

Work was scarce.
	Labor groups exerted political pressure on the government to restrict Asian immigration.


	[Because]

The Workingmen’s Party and its founder, Denis Kearny, believed “The Chinese must go!”

	Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882.

	
	


Lesson Question:  Why did the government pass the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882?






White and Bauer, San Francisco, circa 1865






From the U.S. Library of Congress

As a class, we will discuss the above political cartoon:

The top caption reads: “The Great Fear of the Period





Uncle Sam may be swallowed by foreigners.”
The bottom caption reads:  “THE PROBLEM SOLVED”

KEY






White and Bauer, San Francisco, circa 1865






From the U.S. Library of Congress

As a class, we will discuss the above political cartoon:

The top caption reads: “The Great Fear of the Period





Uncle Sam may be swallowed by foreigners.”

The bottom caption reads:  “THE PROBLEM SOLVED”

This is a one panel, three scene cartoon showing, in the first scene, an Irish man with the head of Uncle Sam in his mouth and a Chinese man with the feet of Uncle Sam in his mouth. In the second scene they consume Uncle Sam, and in the third the Chinese man consumes the Irish man; on the landscape in the distant background are many railroads. 
Chinese Immigration of the 1880’s

Writing Assignment

Directions:


Using information from your chronology of events, cause and effect chart, and the message from the political cartoon, on a separate sheet of paper, you will write a 5-paragraph essay, including economic, political, and social dynamics of the era to explain:

Writing Prompt/Focus Question:   

Why did Congress pass the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882?
Begin your essay with this Thesis Statement:  “The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 was passed by Congress for economical, political, and social reasons.”  (Give BING-BANG-BONGO)
Paragraph 2 (BING): ECONOMICS

Topic Sentence:____________________________________________________________

Facts/Details:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“So what?”  Explain how these facts show how economics led to the Chinese Exclusion Act._____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
Paragraph 3 (BANG): POLITICAL

Topic Sentence:____________________________________________________________

Facts/Details:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“So what?”  Explain how these facts show how politics/political pressure led to the Chinese Exclusion Act.______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 4 (BONGO): SOCIAL

Topic Sentence:____________________________________________________________

Facts/Details:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“So what?”  Explain how these facts show how social aspects led to the Chinese Exclusion Act._____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concluding Statement:  Sum up all of the evidence to prove you have answered the Focus Question.
